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How has the respt}nse heen te the EIMP‘?

A The respense from the rakyet appears 10
be good.

ﬁ, Vlsmn 2020 is 1tlentlﬁed mth fermer
prime minister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad.

Why did you not choose a new 10011 ldentj-.'

ﬁedmthyeupersenally‘? - o

A: T was a member of the Government when
Dr Mahathir launched Vision 2020 Just like

Tun, T am committed to Viswn 2020, wlruch :

aspires to make our couniry a developed na-
tion; to make Malaysians a successful people.

[n the last 15 years, we have done many
things to reach that target. We are at the
halfway mark. There is-no reason why we
should change course midstream.

[ do not want to start on a new mission JllSt
te inscribe my name.

ve great expectations, Do you think they

really understand the true objectives of the X

9MP"

Al believe they do. We will face great chal-
lenges due to global uncertainties. As an open
economy, we -are exposed to events beyond
~our control. But to become develeped we

have to remain open and must be prepared
for any eventuality. We cannot develop our
nation or race in a cocoon or in isolation ...

The road ahead is an uphill gradient ... we
“have to struggle to get to the top of that hill
and that is why we must make this our nation-
al mission so that we have the strength a.nd
reselve te achieve our eb;ectwe

00 billion under the. 9MP Do we have
thatkind of mtmey‘?

A: Yes, we do. If we did net we would mt un-
derta.ke (thls)

Yeu sa.ld the country should have a
strong and stable economy and a society
with the right mindset, attltude and values
and strong institutions.

=

A: To achieve our mission, we need to ensure
those undertaking this mission must be
strong, in knowledge, physically and morally.
That is why we stress the development of hu-

man capital. The entire structure and objec-

tives we want to achieve rests on human cap-
ital. And human capital isnot complete unless
it has stability and moral strength.

Wha,t are the ma;er ebstacles'?

A: We need to change our way of demg things.

If our methods were suitable In preweus'

. times, they may no longer be suitable today
“because things have changed.
The 9MP isa 15-year mission whlch we will
constantly evaluate and improve further; de-
termine where we are weak, where we go
wrong, so that we will do better going for-
ward. Therefore, the 10th Malaysia Plan
“ought to be better than its _
the 11th Plan ought to be the best because this
will be the Plan that hrmgs us to the year
2020. -

[ pray to Almighty Allah that by 2020, who-

ever leads our country then can stand in awe
ofour achlevements

{2: Were external factors such as the threat

of terrorism and rising oil prices taken into
account when formulating the plan?

% Yes. | cannot predict what will happen in
the coming years. ButI consulted think-tanks,

The followmg are excerpts from an mterwew

: The IMP is ambmnus and the people'

‘The Gevernment is luokmg at spendmg-

predecessor, and:

~ with Prime Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah-
- Ahmad Badawi on the Ninth MalaySIa Plan
- (9MP) over television on Monday e

Abdullah was asked by former |0urnallst
Datuk Johan Jaaffar to outline the main
~ policies and strategies of the 9MP, Wthh he
has termed part of the "Natuonal Mlssmn

Statlng that the 9MP was an |mportant mllestone for the
country, Johan asked how the Abdullah administration was
~ going to overcome the obstacles in reallsmg the Iofty |deals
- laid out'in the plan | ' ' '

~

—

experts Emm Eurepe Asm a,nd the US

‘They gave their views on the world of the fu-
ture about how America, Europe and other
“countries would fare; on new mdustrles and
on depleﬂng energy resources. - |

In our country; we- discussed with dlﬁ'erent
groups comprising academicians, profession--
als, the private sector; serving government of-

_ﬁcers as well as those who have retired.

They all chipped in. They all have a stake in
- this country; they all have a role to play in the
9MP and wantto helpimplementit.

They told me: “Pak Lah, we want to be in-
“volved in this implementation; we want to be
“involved in the planning.” That is why I feel
~ thereis a sense of ownership.

That is what T want. This is not a Govern-
ment mission alone. Not the private sector’s
mission alone. ThlS is & na,tmnal mission; the
penple S II]lSSIOIl

Q In the 9MP, you spoke about the need for
racial unity. Racial polarisation is still evi-
dent in schools, workplaces and in society in
general. Without racial unity all that we

7 have planned will ceme to naught

A:l agree. ‘Without racial unity, there w:]l be
Afriction. Prejudlce will-abound. Antl insuch a
sﬂuatmn anything can happen. -

If something happens, -our efforts will be -
deralled or desh'eyed beea,use there will he no
pehtlcal stahlhty S

Although it is not easy to forge genuine
‘racial unity, I Str{)ngly beheve that educatmn
is the solution.

I am sorry that it is t.a.kmg a long time. We
intend to hasten it ... to make the national
“schools the school of choice. T hear people
have doubts about national schools ... maybe
‘with the teachers; maybe for other reasons. I
‘notice international schools face no such
prohlems EETIRET |

- We see the. students are of various races be-
cause the parents do not make their choice
based on racial sentiments. They choose the
* schools based ‘on the belief that they are the
‘bestfor their children. ) :

This issue is a difficult one because every-
one thmks hei is an expertin educatlon.

The New Econenne Policy did not achieve
the target of 30 per cent equity ownership
- by Bumiputeras. But the 9MP targets to
achieve that equity by 2020. What is the real
difference between the old and the new
‘strategy?

A: The ta:fgets are the same. But the ap-
proach differs. Distribution of economic
wealth should be done fairly. The question is,
" how to do it? We cannot generate the econo-
my just focusing on one sector. Instead, we
should explore areas that are not yet devel-
ﬂped

There are d.lSpal'ltlBS not only between the
- Malays and the non-Malays, the Bumiputeras
and non-Bumiputeras, but also between sec-
tors; between urban and rural areas.

“There is dlsparlty between the haves and
the have-nots.

Se if we are able to address aﬂ these it will
he e:;151er fer us...

: You have veiced.disappointment on envi-

-ronmental issues and water quality. Is this
not part of the development backlash?

A: These issues touch my heart ... 1 am disap-
pointed, angry... we cannot blame develop-
‘ment ... the blame should fall on the manner

which the development is being carried
out. - - a0 3 -
The (destruction of the) environment is due
to human action. _



