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WKUALA LUMPUR The Cabmet

has-scrapped plans to build. the *

proposed. new- bridge across the ~
J ﬁhﬂr Strmts to replace-the Cause-

- than seven years, decided to stop

all I}egotlatmns with the island re- i :.-
public on the bridge issue and de- -

| fer to pubh{: sentiment.

'~ Prime. Minister Datuk’ Seri Ab-"ﬁ'
“dullah Ahmad Bada.w: in a state-

ment said: -
“The Gﬁvernment S. deeaslon

~~was made after taking into ac-
“count the voices and sentiments of

~the Malaysian people, especially

—on the supply of sand and

a:rspam.
Singapore had objected to the

".construction of the bridge and had

. sent protest notes to the Malaysmn
Government.
Malaysia, however, unually de-

.GIdBd to pursue with the plan to
. build the bridge within its own wa-

ters after attempts at negotiations-

failed to find a resolution.

o and Reglonal Development Min-
~ istry in Putrajaya later, Abdullah

3 desmbe_d the Cabinet’s decision as
~a “political decision™ made after =

. _canmdermg all afu gles and listen-
" ingtothe views of the people. =
-~ “This is a political decision and
& the matter was discussed thor-
" oughly

have considered eve in de-

~tail and dJscussed whether future -

~ negotiations  (on the - prq]ect)
- shouldbeheld.

- “The people’s sentiments were |
~also considered. Many of them
have expressed unhappiness over
- the CDH(].IHGI]S Jmpﬁs ed (by Smga- |

pore]

“It is unportant for the GGVBI'II- .

- ment to listen as whatever we do
- should be for their benefit. This is

-oneissue that can result in misun-

derstandmgs and . conflicts. So,

L there is no pumt fnr us to com:mue |

Tha deasmn was’ made after

3 :Ilegatwe public sentiments follow-. . -
- ing- Singapore’s . condition " that
- -Malaysia, supply the repubhc with =
sand and allow it the use Gf JGhOI'- 3
- -airspace. | e
... - Yesterday’ S Ca.bmet meetmg, af-
- ter lengthy discussions on the issue -
“which ‘has- dra,gged on for more .

~the project

at the - Cabinet level. We -

Berngma quofedf Ahdu]lah as

saying the decision was also made
because of its legal implications
and complications.

“Problems will arise when we

have to cut the Causeway, the wa-

- ter pipes and railway track and
connect them to the new. bridge.

The prohlems will. continue,” he

said.
- Ttis understond that the Cabmet |
-‘was briefed on legal opinions on

the agreement to build the ongmal

'Causewa,y | ;
" The view was that enher way —
s ™ su*alght bridge or “scenic” bridge

At a Press conference after lead- -
_mg the National hnplementauon-
~Task Force on a'visit to the Rural -

— the consent of both countries

- was needed before the Causeway -
“could be demolished to ma.ke way.
for the newbridge. -

“Even if we were to buﬂd the_
crooked bridge on our side, we

would have to get Singapore’s con-

sent before we even touch one
- brick of the Causeway to link it to

the bridge,” one source said. -

- “What would happen if we ha.d !
gone through the process and built
the crooked bridge and Singapore
‘demanded that before we linked it
. to the Causeway, they wanted the
~sand  and

same cnnditiﬁns: :
a.lrspace‘?

“Either way, the new bridge

Weuld come at that same cost and
we cannot compromise on our
sovereignty. The best decision was

to scrap the bridge altogether i the -
source said.
Asked whether Smgapore pres-'

sured Malaysia to scrap the

bridge, Abdullah said even Singa-
‘pore was not aware that Malaysia .

-

would come 1o the demsmn

“George Yeo (Singapore Fore1gnf'

M]mster) has been _mformed and

- hewassurprised.
. “We are not pressured by any-
body. We think of what ﬂurpenple K |
~want. e 0 o
R they dont wa;m;, there is no
need to go ahead ... there willbea |
lot of problems. What's the point? I - |
have decided to listen to the peo- .}«
ple. T know for a fact that the ma-
jority of the peﬁple are very ha,ppy "

(with the declslon)

- ~“This is a very serious matter-::_--i
and we must know the feeling of

- the people, whether it i is not good,

mnotright.

- “Kisthe Government of the peo-

~ ple, for the people, by the people.

- (If) they are not prepared to accept™

(the conditions), (there is) no need

to force. There are other issues

N 'that we should be gmng &ttentiﬁn N

0,” he said.

He also said b:la.terai tles with
Singapore would not be affected.

“Ties between the two countries

--do not depend on the bridge. It is
~.not the bridge that can solve bilat- <
- eral problems between us. Our ties

do not focus just on one issue but

plenty of other matters This is ]ust

one issue.”
Abdullah said compensatmn {)f

of the project.

There were other pro_]ects inJo-

hor that could be implemented by

Gerbang Perdana. “Johor, espe- .
‘cially southern Johor, is poised to
~ become a new development hub

for the southern corridor.”

SRR

B .SEEGAPORE Smga.pare is
¥ _;'_.Sllfpnsed at Malaysia’s- deci-
 j-sion 1o scrap..
-,brldge to replace the Cause--
3 L way linking the two countries.

its plan for a

“We ‘are surprised ' at thls

£ _-sudden decision when negoti-
i -ations for “a full bridge were
| ongoing,” a Foreign Mmstry' .
' spokesman -
1 one-paragraph statement tt} |
- ‘Bernama. The statement fol- - |
i‘lowed Malaysia’s announce-
"1 ment that it was not proceed--
. ing with the bridge project.

said

Officers from both countries -' |
had met five times since |

| September to negotiate on
| Malaysia’s proposal that the |

..} 81-year-old Causeway be re- |
. | placed with a hﬂdge with |
- | each country bearing the cost - |

- of construction on their side.
RM100 million would be paid.to |
~ Gerbang Perdana, the contractor

The republic was, however, ‘

reluctant to participate in the
“project, citing the huge finan-

cial costs with no beneﬁts for |
Singapore. ]
It had said it would agree to |

| the bridge if there were a bal- |
| ance of benefits for both sides. |
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