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| B __concern over the issue, but many

- praised Abdullah's cool and ca]m
demeanour: durmg the one—and-a—: :

news@nst. com. my

'KUALA I.UMPUR, Mon — The 6.
~“sen fuel price increase dominated
. the Barisan Nasional Members of
‘Parliament  closed-door meeting

 afer the opening of Parliament to-

day.

* Prime Mmster Dﬂ.tuk Serl Ab-
mad: Badawi, who ex- .

_dullah A
- plained the agenda for this sitting,

- was peppered ‘with questions on -

the impact ‘of the fuel price in--
- ings of the people. “They-asked the
- Government to look into the matter
‘and I explained to them, we will -
_ take- appropnate actions to- ad-".:-j_
 ficulties ﬁfexplmmng to grassrﬂnts_}}--s dress the matter,” hesaid. ~  *

~ worried by the impa.ct ﬂf thﬁ‘ 13'1'1'3e

- crease durmg the C[llBStlﬂIl ses-
- sion. :

.....
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‘Among the Thain cﬁncerns ox: -'
_pressed h Some MPs were the dif-

- A few MPs also voiced éﬁ'ong

“half-hour session.

~Speaking after the meetmg Ab- |
- dullah said he did not think-the
MPs were having difficulties but
. were expressmg concerns of- the

people; |
He said he gave them the oppor- -
to-express their concerns
| 'and tlwse of their constituents.

- “BNMPs understood the feel-

.. He also said MPs were: ﬁ'eé tn:i___. '-
B brmg Sl the%fuel price hike issue

from tomorrow durm the de](::ge
~ on the Royal Address, as the Yang
~di-Pertuan Agong had mentloned "
“itin his speech thismorning. 7 ==
~ The Prime Minister said he was o
_Satlsﬁed ‘with' the commendable: .
-~ spirit of BN MPs-who were Being
positive over the issue, stating that
they were not merely lamenting
_the matter- but making specific
'Suggestlons to unprove the srtua-'

tion.

- During the meetmg some MPs
.proposed that the Government ex- -
pand the fleet card facility to cover
-more sectors, while others provid- ~
ed ideas on unprcwmg puhhc |
n'ansportatlﬂn - :
“ " There was even an 1dea to ut:l]lse

- the RM4.4 billion saved from the
“fuel subsidy reduction to embark ..

0l zpro.]ects to encdurage the use of

| na.tural-gas vehicles.

' Abdullah assured the MPs the-

Government would take all their

suggestlons into consideration. :
.He also said the Government

| _.wauld take immediate steps. to

curb a possﬂ:;le rise the in mﬂatmn

‘rate.

He éald prices’ of (:untmlled

‘items would be strictly maintained
- and so far there had been no price
hike on essential goods and house- _
hold food ingredients. '

- Abdullah said the Dewan Rakyat
W{}l]ld be extended for four days to

 allowthe debate on the Water Ser-
- vices Industry -Bill and National

Water Services Conumssmn Bill,

“and the Penal Code and the Crmu

Ilal Procedure C(}dﬂ (CPC] 8
o



