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- KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. Datuk
Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said
his new Cabinet comprises per-
formers who will get the job done.
Responding to critics who said he
had not removed “dead wood” and
who had described the reshuffle as
- “musical chairs”, the Prime Minis-
- ter said he had conﬁdence m his
ministers. -

“It’s ﬂkﬂ,y,” he sa.Id It [crlmlsm} '
. doesnot matter.”

Abdullah believed that with gm:}d
- planning, the ministers would play
. their roles in ensuring the success
of the Ninth Malaysia Plan.
“All of them ean perform. Whatis
Important is that we pla.n'aﬂd' de-

cide how we will carry it out,” he
“said after launching the 2006 Agro-
~ based Industry Exposition at the -

- Putra World Trade Centre here to-

- day.

Abdullah said he had retamed;-
ministers who performed and

changed portfolios of some to
~ widen their exposure and experl-

PM answers mus cal chalrs

ence.

With that, they can perform bet-

ter,” he said.

He also pointed out that the min-
isters’ performance would be mon-

itored by a committee which would
- submit reports to him. -
“Work hard. I will monitor (you)
'through a committee,” he said. |
The reshuffle two days ago saw

eight ministries getting new heads,
while two ministers resigned a,nd

two were dropped.

The two who resigned were
Datuk Seri Abdul Kadir Sheikh

Fadzir (Information) and ‘Datuk
Seri Adenan Satem (Natural Re-

" 'sources and Environment). -
They were replaced, respective-

”ly, by former Deputy

Information
Minister Datuk Zainuddin Maidin

and Datuk Seri Azmi Khalid, who

was moved out of Home Affairs.
The two who were dropped were

“We ch:—ing’ed people and gave |
them a try at some other things.

~ Abdullah said Agri
Agro-based Industry Minister Tan
Sri Muhyiddin Yassin was retained
‘because he and his team of officers
“had done a good job.

atuk Dr Leo M yad
(Tourism) and Datuk Dr Shafie
Salleh (Higher Education). =~

They were replaced, respective-
ly, by Tengku Datuk Adnan Man-
sor, who was dropped from the
Cabinet in 2004, and Datuk Seri Ef-

- fendi Norwawi, who had opted for
retirement in 2004 citing health .

reasons.

Another de uty- minister pro-.

‘moted was Datuk Zulhasnan

Rafique, who stepped into the Fed.-
eral Territories Minister’s post va-

cated by Tan Sri Mohd Isa Samad,
who was dropped last year due to -

involvement in money politics.
iculture and

He had also mentioned Muhyld-
din in his launch address, likening
the veteran pohtlclan to a driver

-steering his vehiclein top gear.

]Ob d ne .

" whatTam saying.
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“In 'drwmg, Muhylddm can be

-considered as having engaged
third or fourth gear. So how can I
~change the driver?” Abdu]lah said,

to applause.

On a report quntmg th as hav-
ing reminded the Cabinet to be se-
rious in makmg the 9MP a success
and to quit if they could not get the

job done Abdullah said any minis-

ter whq could not dehver shﬁuld

quit.
He also l:hrectecl Sta.te Govern—

“ments to help accelerate the
- growth of the agriculture sector

and promote agro-based indus-
tries by allocating la,nd for su(:h -

'purpﬂses

“For bigger States, there must be

threeto five areas. -

“Menteris Besar, please listen to
Do not be stingy
with land allocations,” the Prime
Minister said, adding: “ I know that.
land set aside for housing would

- bring bigger proﬁts



