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KUCHING He was there o ins

spect a prisons preject that was

well . behind schedule. Moments

later, he emerged from the site,
peeved at what he had seen.

“Prime Minister Datuk Seri Ab-

dullah Ahmad Badawi now wants

the Anti-Corruption Ageney to get .

to the bottom of the matter.
“After nine years, the project is

barely half-complete. It was not

built to specifications, and now
~ requires more money.

- There-are also off-position pﬂ 3
lars, and some blocks may not be

safe for occupation. if things are . |

notrectified. . -
The prejeet de51gned to ease

congestion at the 113-year-old .-

Kuching Prison, was awarded to

- WMM Holdings Sdn Bhd in 1997

for RM165 million. .
But this contract was termmat—

ed in July 2002 when the preject | |

~ stalled.

The Federal Publle Werks De—

pe,rtment which took “.over,
~awarded the project to- TSR Bma -
Sdn Bhd in September 2004.
“Work resumed in January last'
yeer The company is to cemplete-
it by
-'__RM54 7 million. .
- 'Now, TSR Bina is a,ekmg fer an-
f'ether RM43 7 million, -and the
new completion date is Sept 1,
- 2007 “because of so meny defects
in the building blocks”. ..
. After being brlefed by pregeet
-.supermtendent “Latifah  Mohd”"

~ Salleh yesterday, Abdu]leh ea;ld.;;-.-.

~ there was- eﬂdenee that: many

tlens
_ “The mateha]s used were net-'-
'_.-the ones Speelﬁed There were al-

50 posts erected-in the Wrong:po--

sitions,” he said.:

Abdullah said the feunda,tlene |

were weak. .
- “All these show that these gwen

the end of this yeer fer

'“whole thing,

ffef

The Prm'le Mlnlster says seme of the buildmgf’“may Ijave te be demellsljed

the tasks were lrrespensﬂele

- He said it was elear tha,t super.;_; o

-vision was weak.

“I thought the pre]eet eeuld be
eempleted by pumpihg in more
funds, but after looking a,t the
itisnottobe.

- “Some of the: huildmgs may

have to be demiolished. Therefore, |
. the funds used te bu_ﬂd them heve..,j

hﬁﬁﬂw-' t{ﬁd*

.....

”-_.net Tesume™ Work ‘because: the
©“PWD and an independent consul- -

‘buildings were not constructed:in ~tant had feund a let ef defeets m‘_.

a,eeerda.nee Wlth the speelﬁea,ﬁi_.’g'-":l t_he buildings. * |
- o “This matter hae been ref’erred'

= "te the ACA,-and. I wish to get the

- reportfrom the ACA on what hap-
~pened. to the buildings.ACAhas to

come in to mvestlga.te any weng
doing.” -
He said he would not make a

- deelsmn_en the request for funds |

| Ject

-~ structures-had w .

“:“The prison, she said, iWas sup-“;..-“
‘posed to aeeenunedete 1,500 in-
after ‘some
_changes: ta the; plans; it will be
500
- as a road-widening project hes
-brought the perlmeter fenemg._ :
'next to the road.

becelrse ef’se Mﬁﬂ}’ pmblems

“I wﬂl eazll fer e_meetmg as: seen

meke afl

Wheﬂi ‘to - continue - by

~"newonies,”he Sald S

Ea.rher La sa;id eﬂ paper,

gl‘emad investigation, we found 1t_

She sz—uél some buildings had'

..been demehsh d beeeuse thelr

ad: eakened

mates. Hewever
able to accommodate onl
male prisoners and 150
prisoners.

male

Lanfa,h whe 15 a chreeter Wlth _'

12 dE‘;%JlS]DIl on the pre-...a-

. fenders and staff quarters. -
pumping in. mei‘e funds or to de-3§
mﬂ]iSh all the hillldmgs a,nd bmld-’

eaSH Ove-j 8 £
"z-.pﬂsep -in-the- enty eentre wi
'uﬂtin 1882... ez

I "!ﬂ'-'f;_

| lzhe project: wesgﬁﬂ per-cent com- ¢
A . xh leted “But:after we conducted a

Abduliah S&ld TSR Bma ﬂiﬁiﬂd-?-""?
was only 40 per*cent completed.”

4 'the PWD sa,ld the pre]ect on a

- 42ha site would house the state -
- prisons - headquarters, . a Henry
Gurney School . for Juvenﬂe ef

- The ‘nev central prison 19 te
Ve i'_‘wdmg at'the preeenﬁ
I¢l

PI’IS(}II heﬁﬁued

Izh hy’”'?feur Seheels ina busy partof -
“the elty is fast heeenung an eye-_
serea :

“Prisons officials ha,d put up
barricade to keep prying eyes euﬁ‘ :

The. Ilendeserlpt whltewa.shedidg __
huﬂﬂmg atop .a hill; surrounded

- by several layers of hjgh security
fences and barbed wire, makes-a -
~poor view for guests staying in the 7':’ "
-._Bemee Hotel across the road. -



