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and fear of Islam is growing-every - [ &
day in ‘the ‘West, Prime Minister &

Datuk - ~Seri-
Badawi warned today.
- He called for a high- level dia-

logue between the two sides to pre- .

“vent disputes such as the one over
the Prophet Muhammad cartoons.

Malaysia, which currently heads — §
rgamsatwn of the Islamic -
Contierence, is w;]hng.tn host annu-

‘the O

al roundtabie discussions between
‘Muslims - and  Westerners to

kick-start the dlalogue Abdu]lah_ ,'

said in an interview.

“Bring anybody. We are not say-'

‘ing you shotildn’t come.

“Let’s talk.. There is a. gen-mnei
need-to see that there is a _mutual‘

respect between peoples.”
- However, the OIC, the world’s

blggest Islamic grouping with 57

members,
holding such a confidence-building

dialogue with the _Eurepean Umon

said Abdullah. -
 He said the reprmnng of the car-
teens hy some European newspa-

‘had" not -considered

Abdullah = Ahmad .

_. LET"S TALK: Abdullah stressmg the urgent need te hest reundtable discussmns between Musllms and
Westerners. __— AP plcture

-pers was a grave prevec&mn es-}
pecially when the Muslim world is
. gripped with a sense -of injustice
“over the USinvasion of Iraq and the
Israeli eceupatmn of Pa,lesmuan',
_terrlterles. y |
- “Infact, there was alread laekr
..',-Df trust, and now what has hap-
~pened has further (exa,cerhﬂted'_-_'
| :1t) "hesaid. _-
It makes us feel tha,t we are ]w-:.

l.. 1

--33_-_.?111g‘ ina world ef fear and that s 110

good.”

“indicates th&t Europe'is becoming -
xenophobic and anti-Islam, Abdul- "
lah said: “I fear that this feeling to-

wards Isla,m is deteriorating today,

'_and thatis a verysad thing. .

“We never know where it’s gomg

“to lead to unless all of us resolve te
| Stop itand du somethmg about lt

~Asked if the carteon eontreversy";:-

We must dea-.l vmh 1t net enly hy

~handling the specific issue of the.
~“caricatures, but we have to look at
- the entire sp_ectr'um ce,usmg these

problems.”

“ Abdullah: blamed the medla, for
the fear of Islam in the West,

“The media failed to report the
modera,te voices in Islam instead:
feeusmg on terrorists such as
Qsama hm Ladenjr he Sa,ld —AP




