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ZMAIACCA, Mon. — Prime Mjmster e

Datuk  Seri_
Badawi says national unity is an
“important topic that requires much
discussion by Malaysians.

Heis pleased that people are tak

mg it up as an issue because if no- -
body talks about it, no one will pay |

attention to the matter.

Abdullah Ahmad

_only fire up peop
:‘Whl}::h r‘_ %

T, b

Speakmg to: reportéré after

Jaunching a school building fund

here, Abdullah said although he -

~ disagreed with views that there
was now a lack of racial unity in the

- country; he was pleased the topic..

‘had become a point of discussion.

- “lLam glad that people are taking .
~up national umty as an issue and-' :

talking aboutit. .

~ “Itis definitely an lmpﬂrtant top-
~ic that concerns everyhody and we -
want people to talk about it so that

~theywill always think aboutit. -
it “If nobody talks about it, no one

will pa,y attentmn to the matter,” he

- said.

The Pﬂme Muuster saJd umty'
had unproved greatly compared to
- earlier days. He admitted, howev--
er, that there was still room for im- -
/provement and the Gﬂvermnentx

_would contmue IB focus on buﬂdmg

national unity. -
“The unity we expenence now is

“better but it should be improved
- upon through our interaction and
co-ﬁpera,tmn mth one an{}ther he |

said. -

HOWBVBI’ he caulloned that re-
fr sults would ‘mnot be achleved' |
" Malaysia . Vice-Chaneellor
" Datuk Dzulkifli- Abd. Razak con-’
~ curred with Khoo, adding that local
p{)htmlans were partly to blame for -

~ overnight.

“Umty-bmldmg is not an ea,sy

task and it will take a long time and .
requlre concerted eiforts from all .
-;_ pa,rtles hesaid. .
- The issue of racial unity came upt
when ‘historian Datuk Khoo. Kay
Kim, one of the architects of the -
‘RukunNegara, said in an interview
with the New Sunday Times yester- =~ -
_day that after 49 years of indepen- -
dence race relatlons were - stﬂI L

cavise pla,ymg ramal pohtlcs will

. ..e_.a:._.-;_:-:;::._ Oﬂly ﬁl‘ 6. up peﬂple s raci 8,] Seﬂtl-

| i;ito get vote .. Bu t ut is net the ng h_;;
~ way because playmg racial [ polltlcs wrll
le’s racial sentlments
not a-‘jﬁ'__--}i;oni_f'%?rolIed woul .

| Yesterday, severai apunon lead-
‘ers such as Asli Centre for Public
Policy - Studies chairman- Tan Sri-
Ramon -Navaratnam, Malaysian:.
Association of Private Cﬁlleges and -
- “Universities president Professor
‘Emeritus Tengku Datuk Shamsul
‘Sains

Bahrin < -and . Universiti
Pr{}f

-easy way 1o get votes. 3
“But it 1s not the rlght wa,y be- i

" races.”

ments, which if not contro]led -

- would be detmmental to our coun- :

try,” hesaid. "~ |
He agreed wqth Khoos sugges-%'

_tion-that cultural history be ta,ught"
-:3-5-‘-'-3? i schools to strengthen racial un-
i derstandmg andtolerance.: . :
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*Thatis a good idea; because m;lr
chlld‘ren should be- taught fo. re-

spectone’ another durmg thelr
~_sehoolyears.

- “Parents should also play a role"

" in helping to teach their: children

not to be prejudlced tnwards other

Abdullah Iaunched a SPM';
preparatory class and fund for an

‘RM18 -million Peninsular - Malay-
“Students - Foundation. - (Yayasan

Gabungan Pelajar Melayu Seme-
nanjung) building to be bu;llt ;m__

- Kelemak, Alor Gajah.-

Earlier, a developer, Datuk Wﬂng'

_ - Soon Lim of the Jaymuda. Group,
“segregating the peﬁple by plamng = donated RM1 ‘million to the fund.
. racial po]mcs ] S
- In response, Abdu]la,h admnted._ - said.
that there were indeed some politi- ' -
‘cians who practised racial politics.

“Sometimes they think it is an:-?f----

~Ttwasa good gesture Ahdu}lah _

""Thls is-a worthy progra,nune to"

" hélp students"who usually would
not have the chance to gettuition'to
L3 uuprnve thelr cﬂmpetltweness in
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