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 BATU PAHAT, Sun. — It wasaclose

_re-enactment ofa historical event.

: Slxtj’ Years ago, Datuk Onn Jaas-
far, Umno’ S foundulg father, ad- E

, dressed the GI‘DWd in this town.
- Today,
:_.lah Ahmad Badawi, the party’

-§ame — unite to remain a strong
‘and cohesive political force..

_*The Prime Minister, speaklﬂg to
“some 20,000 people at an assembly. _

~to-commemorate an anti-Malayan
_Union: rally here on Feb 10, 1946,

it was Datuk Seri Ahdﬁ] B
3 spre-‘- -
- sent leader. But the words were the (8

“said Onp’s. message was su]l rele— o

~vant today.-

- “The, Spll‘ltlﬂf 1946 that captwa,t- | -
ed the Malays still exists. Onn’s _ |

message is still fresh in our minds,”

- said Abdullah, who had earlier led .
in-. traditional - baju - - [,
: -Melayu on a one-kilometre proces- -
sion from the Batu Pahat Umno of- - |
fice to the stadium to recapture the
_atmosphere of the hlStOI‘lC da,y Six -

“the crawd

decades ago.

~ ““It is vital that. ?ﬁe carry on w1th o
Onn’ s struggle. The Malays must- _-*
have to stay united.” He added that :_-.'-;éfthe Mala,y Rulers

there
‘strength, we would still be ruled by

the - British under the Ma,layan

~ remain strong, and to be strong, we
- without unity and strength,

was 110 way to achieve Vision 2020..
~ “There are only

- no choice but;to stay united.” - -

Those present included Onn S

grandson, Umno Youth chief Datuk -
Umno

' 'I-]Jshanunuddm “Hussein,
:- leaders and Cabinet members.

" In 1946, the Peninsular. Malay
. MOVBII]&HJ;, Johor branch (PMSJ) “.. racial unity:. .and ini

‘held a procession and rally attend- -

“ed by some 15,000 Ma.la.ys to pro=

“tést . the ‘establishment.-of the

Malayan Union, which dlsregarded

_the interests of the Ma]a Auners
wellasthe Malays. - -

‘said the oppﬂsmﬂjl Jiberate d"ﬁ ‘tﬁe

“‘Malays from British rule and: ‘paved - -

the way fOI‘ the return of power to

14 years left to
realise this grand vision. ‘We ha.ve'_:_:

.....

~“If not-for Onn’s maam a,nd

Union today,” he said.

= “Onn led the Malays tﬂ reject the .
"~ Malayan Union because he wanted
- the Malays to be strong and mde- -
‘pendentintheirownland.
- “But:-he. also.-cared for ﬂthem rory “Anather - founding - |
Abdullah Mohd Nor, recited 4 'a-i'.
“triotic. ahat
““Tanak Keramat — Bumi Bertuah”
(Batu Pahat’ the Sat:red La,nd -—Z.

. races, He gamef ﬁllt wﬂh thﬂ 1(1&3, Qf ’

forgé:: ﬁo-s@pﬁ_{_,_;

~Malays and: f‘i;ﬁerraces T h]S 1$W
‘we have the.ME2 :ﬂa;tlc! th@ MIC Im-
dﬁﬁthﬁ-'Bﬂ'.*__.:l.i:..:E fi Al
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“Johor Heritage Foundation:

On arrwal a.tfthe stadlum Abdljl-

MMme [0 teeogniseO; g
g SWas® orgat sed hy the ‘Johor
UII]IIG liaison committee and the

Lo Sa]]eh son of former Malay nation-
-alist Kiyai Salleh, who ha.d read the

“same pledge in 1946
na.tlﬂnahst

poem - tttled “Batu

Blessed Soil).
- Abdullah. also presented i spe-—

ma,l award to 19. people: whgﬂmd
Jﬂmed Onnin the Oﬂg'iﬁﬂl protest.

Among the recipients were PMSJ e
co-founder Fatimah Yakup, vice- = -
-president of -the first PMSJ Datuk.

. 1ah Wa.s gwen a rouﬁmg receptron |
by the - crowd - which * chanted
.“szup Melcsyuf" (Long Lwe the"
j:Malays] i
Tt was fﬂllowed by a ledge on
_Malay nationalism’ read by Yusof.

Syed Esa Alwee and Ba,tu Pa.hat :

“:\.

Earher Abduﬂah had: htmch o

_the Dewan Jubli Intan, whére he
- watched avideo clip on Onn’s ﬁght '_
for independence and toured a pic-
- -torial - exhibition of spemal mn-r
-ments in Umno slustor S

Onn founded Umno on the steps ‘

3 ofithe Istana. _esar in-Johor Baru
~ont May ‘11, 1946 ‘The party hds
_ since grown. to ‘hecome the domi-

nant. political ﬂrgamsatmn m the -

‘BN_.coalition;

Johor Mentert Besar Datik Ab- .

. dul Ghanj:Othman_described Onn -
_.as.the arehitect behind the forma-
-~ tion of the Federal Govermnent a.nd

the Constitution.. ..
“He. sa,ld Onn: a]so hel ed 10 re-”
stricture the - *ecﬂmmy of the.'

Ma,lays




