Dr M: Malay roots
>1n Southeast ‘251a'

KOTA KlNABALU The Word

“Malay” -applies to all those who
“trace their roots to ‘the Southeast
~Asian region, former Prime Min-

“said.
: Malays ongmated frem Suma
tra .and these in Malaysia, includ-

ing in'the peninsula, did net have:

exclusive - rights - to the term
“Malay”, he said.

He sald this-at'a Colloqulum on

Internationalisation of the Malay
“Root held by Umno Youth at Uni-

versiti- Malaysia- Sa.ba.h on Satur-/

daynight.

: “In Sabah, I niever felt the peo-', -
“ple here were not Malays Dr Ma- .

hath]r said.

“Most times, T enly dmﬂngmsh =0
,\them as Ma.lays or Malaysmns he - -

said.

Malay hero,

‘Dr Mahathir said in his keynote :

‘address that Malaysians needed
to be successful within the cotin-

nanonally :

. He pemted out that inthe Ph]hp-
pmes the Filipinos regarded inde- -
pendence-fighter Jose Blzal as a :

N§Te w\ry wé

country we need to prove that we'
-¢an develop the ‘nation; attain no-
ble virtues and acquire the right

- skills and knowledge " Dr Ma-
ister- Tun Dr Mahathlr Mohamad:—'

‘Hathir sald
“At the sameé tlme we: need t0'

: bediligent and willing to work
*"hard, ‘do- things. over: and over:
. againif’ need be to ensure we suc-
cceedt '

Havmg the nght leadershlp
-was, therefore, lmportant 10 en-
sure the country’s: visions Were"
-achieved, hesaid..

“But. we pracﬂse demoé’racy}
and sometlmes we choose based: .
on their pretty faces, because they
are friendly or religious, and-this
will undoubtedly result in some
weaknesses” ’

On his- opposmon t0 the Gevern-

~ment’s. decision to: scrap.the plan.
:-to build a bridge to replace the Jo- |

“hor Causeway, Dr Mahathir said
.he “saw ‘it more - as an 1ssue of

- sovereignty, - ~

“Isaid1 Would net mterfere with 7

o the Government once 1 stepped
““down and I dont thmk I am” he;

try before they would be able to- : :
commanig respect a.nd t:rust mter,- L

'j,sald .
“It’s just that I cannot aﬁ‘ord to

- give up: the- countrys severelgn- i
“To. "attract- people mto our Sty : ,



