‘No understandmg
of Musllm feelings’
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Prime Minister Tun Dr Ma.ha.thir Mo-
hamad said today that the editor of
‘the New Straits Times should be sus-
pended for “two to three months” for -
twice publishing a comie strip linked
1o the controversy over the Prephet
Muhammad caricatures. 3

- “Although’ the  newspaper: s mt
suspended the editor should be sus-
pended. Because. enef‘“een see: thet
“when he prints‘it>-he“doesn’t under="

~stand the feehng's of the Muslims,” he_'

"S&ld

ment. .

* Dr Mahathir said by ta,klng aetlen |
‘against the newspaper, the Govern-
“ment would drive home the point that -
- if amedia organisation did something -
wrong, it would not eseape pnmsh-._

The 160-yea,r-eld newspaper one .
of 'the region’s oldest, yesterday re--
celved a shew-eeuse letter from the

zzwé

ty Ministry over a syn—

ley Miller. It showed a street artist sit-*
- ting on a chair next to a sign reading: -

“Carlea.tures of Muhnnnnad While -
Yeu Walt™. " o g s i e

The NST wae glven three days te uzser they wers:
- Why-action::ish and Earop

The newspaper Izeprmted the ea:r- 1

‘toon yesterday on Page 2 of its main
section, with a comment that if the

cartoon had transgressed the limits,

the Government must hold it account-
able because no one nor any newspa- -
per should get .away Wlth msultmg,_.."

any religion.

Dr Mahe,tluf deserlhed the newspe—

per as “insensitive” in. repreduemg

gthe comic strip.

They are very'nlseneltive and they

-:sheuld be- sensnwe beeause theY

- know this story is not something out -
~of the blue,” he said of the caricatures -
;. which enreged thel_;@nshm werld ai'-

‘terday as if to say what is so. wreng

about this. -
“To ask the pubhe thet questlen

‘Look, this is what we puhhshed whet”:_
_is'so-wrong-about it?"'is already evi-
‘dence that you don’t understand. And - - o
- you reprednee the cenne strfp at the;.:‘f'--j . “But to say that semebedy is sm:mg
L " there and fnr some money,

--a caricature - (of the: Prophet), that
‘means you are saying that this is ell

-rlght he sald —Bername

same time.”

-Several ergeinsatiens heve ledgedi
| -'i.pehce reperts againstthe newspaper. -
Br Mehathlr §ald that m takmg ae--’_ )

-:'"'s And egam they reproduee it yes: -M-m-(}‘unng Mngatly newspa.pers for re- .

DR MAHATHIR Described the newspaper as msensitwe in reprnducmg
- the com:c strlp - = %

- dicated Non Sequitur cartoon by Wi-- AT e T |
tlen egelnst the newspeper, __the Gev- ;
ernment weuld demonstrate that i
deesnt dﬂerentlate between neves-

“producing the cariea,turee ef Prephet

- ‘Muhammad:

Dr Meha.thlr was a]se aeked on the
argument that the New Straits Tmes

~did not reprint the actual earlea,tures

of Prophet Muhammad. -
will make:




