vI JOINED Umno at the- helght of the

-political-crisis in 1999. I didn’tjoin as -

a university student during less tur-

- bulent times ‘because I was'still ab~

sorbing and learning what pohtlcs
was about. Joining a political party is
serious stuff. Tt is

oneis doingit:

Itis a personal decision that speaks
volumes “about how you view ‘the

world. It should be a-decision made
after careful consideration about th
party’s hlstory, -its objectives, :
platform and currentleadershi

o therefore ook um As

ing party and the Gpposm
.dialogue sessions, 1 asked

ties took whlch troubled m:

Sometimes I got str: S5
other times I got a politician side-. - pression,

step. . I..read and -wr
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party’s policy Stand oni e
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And “then 1998 happe

not something tobe -
taken lightly or done because: every- o
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and democracy
It coincided with a wave of pohtlcal

thatwas taking placein other e

developing- World
ignificantly i nearby
en}the rallyin,

ch appealed 1o the1r po- .
vities — justice, hberty
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uhng regune was deplct d as ‘

be ‘ g strong-armed, feudal and cor-
pt. Change was the political order -

of the day and many felt compelled ¢

¢ support this explosmn of pohtlcal ex

erstood and appremat

ed some of the'concerns expressed

th1s movement; |

‘wotld - of - Malaysian politi vyas,i_. iS,

turned on. its head :

as- leaders from across -the

' spectrum articulated their views,
As the months passed and I digest-
ed the profundity ef what was taking

“place, -1 thought. the' moment ‘had -

“come to-pin my ﬂag on-g mast. There

are.crucial times in ‘a nation’s history -
~where people are ‘compelled.to step.”

off the sidelines and enter the fr.
Forme, that was .
Others felt:it, too:

wanted to get rid of the existing
regime: I can see why,
this cause - attracted mary - young
Malaysrans, t

my. s
-peer group threw their hats.in the -
ring only to support a movement that

spoke of post- modern‘

tiss:of the “alternative” coahtlon ,
“were founded by politicians who
- failed to secure leadership. positions
.inUmno:Both Pas and Keadilan were
‘breakaway movements led by people . -
who ejther lost.or were expelled from -
_the party. “The only other Malay- :
based. ‘political "party . of note in

Malaysian political history, Seman-

" ga1.46, was also founded Wlﬂ’l similar _
i * stillremains aninclusive politlca.l tent,
“withinits coalition framework. -~
- “Its mainstream political ethos may :
be. conservative nationalism, but it is
‘broad-based enough to-accommo- " .
date views right across from the lib- -
| eral fringes to the ultra-nationalist

i ultymshakmgoﬁ‘the
baggage of " separation;. espec1a]ly

-without a complete change in ideolo-
the time, -
fold because. it ultimately realised
- that its objectwes ‘were the same as -

gy. Semangat 46 came back to the

hand, is today.

Umno’s and umty among the Malays .

“was paramount to thelr shared ob-
: Jectlves :
~Pas’ has survwed untll today be- -~
~cause it pursued a completely differ-
~ent ideology, catering for a segment . - tuti
- of the- Malay population that helieves
o ‘ on- the; other,
rty.the: Malays say U

is hzdup segan, mutitak mahu.;.

~Although founded-around the no--
inci justice and democra-

phoria, many

‘more sensi

- among- mem

Jrich in its drvers1ty -and its leaders -

olltlcal system )

breached. Thisisw

have been numerol

sawitasa smgle-lssue party dedicat- - v

_ed to the cause of a man who really
~didn’t cover himself in virtue as he’ -
climbed the ranks in Umno;,

The party that [ felt was the rea.l

deal was one that may have looked a -
- supercedes the-collective will, Umno
~willcease to be relevanttothe Malays

bit-dated and was at-the brunt of

“tremendous - attacks  and - internal
“pressure. Yet,-Umno has never wa-

vered from its original objectives and

extreme Dlﬂ'erent pohtlcal strokes

’?brated at the expense”
-membership, the seeds”of internal -

strife are planted. If personal agenda

and to all Malaysians. T:éaders come

<and go, but the nstitutions of the par-

leadership .and membershlp
and. i i

: pledge our loyalty el :
.+ As we gathered on Thursday to"
~mark Umno’s 60th anniversaryinthe

grounds of its birthplace, the’ Istana

'Besar Johor Baru I 'was prond that

wards the plurality

of the party :

"“sion 2020 to the execution: of the Na- |

~

' rty members at_

continues to- .
“bring about . .
" change forthe -
nation..;a» :

' ran away from the big tent that is:
Umno — the same tent that has pro: *
~vided us with shelter from before In-
_dependence till today ~— I decided to
~ come inanddo my part; - |
After :60 years, you would “think ;
that itis setin its ways and impossible -
o charge: After 60 years you would

- think that it is complacent-or, just
ft;red But-after-

years; it just goes
strength, not_be-

continues to. rmg

*the nation, EEETRE R
From:the anti- colomal struggle 10

Independence from economic devel-..

opment o industrialisation, from Vi-

tional Mission, Umno-has given this |

- nation the rlght solutions at the r1ght

“time, and the right leaders at' the | |
ght time. I'am grateful for this'and | |
at’s why I came off the sidelines.

" Happy, birthday Umno, and may God !

bless this big tent of ours. . =
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