THERE'S a lot fof talk ﬂlese 4
days, and 1 like it. Of couirse, it -
- helps that there s much to dls-f~'

cuss in'the first place. The .. -

cragked/scenic bridge; Inde-"
pendent- -Poilée -~ Complainits. .-

and Misconduct: Commission,

‘Article 121(1A), MAS; moral_k

“policing, the petrol price
“Islamic Farnily. Law,: Proton

“9MP, NEP, public transport —

the list goeson,

‘What I think is fundamental t, ‘

to remember amid all this'de-

‘bate and discussion is that dis-:
~agreements aren’t always a -
bad thing: Unity is too often.
with " being . com-~
pletely subservient “to. ‘the
+views of others, a-myth that I
- feel diminishes the worth of an
individual and hrs or her ablh- o

“ confused

tytothink.

“This:is perpetuated hy the .
“opinion that those who don’t ~ m
see things as we do‘are being

- insulting or insensitive.

. Ifthatwere the case, I e fi-
sulted my friends, famlly and: .
+ colleagues t00-many times in-~
1y lifetime to count,-and will

o hkely continue to dose:

How we deal with these'con- -
tentiotts - issues will be “the
1 yardstlck on whlch we mea-

kS we’ve seen: recently only
- ~shows “in’ retrogpect that
*" maybe it was sillyof us to° think -

- "ff.an entire administration from -

. gether {or not) in the 42-plus ,'
‘years we've been\/known as.

path for ournation continue to

be silenced either by law or by.
‘being ~labelled - unpatriotic; -

then it hardly: bodes we]l fori'
: . tance of Press freedomare far -

ourfuture.” "~
‘There are some who thlnk

'ex-prune ministér Tun Dr-Mas -

hathir - Mohamad s . right,”

~whether about APs, Proton.or
“the bridge: Then:there are’

those “who think he - should -
ake like Ayah Pin and disap-

~ pear. Isaylethunbeheard
" It’s his prerogative to speak!.
on-whatever he wishesto —

especially considering his in-
volvement in manyof the is-

suesto begm with = much like

~it-was the right of:those who -

dissented when'he was Jeader.”

Maybe it's because of Dr
Mahath]r’s undemable stamp‘

on Malaysia : 'it 18 today,e

we _seem- 1o orget -that. *his
i No.

“bon the bri
‘say his.opinions on thei impor-

from sincere: We can make of

‘them whatever we want Yes, .

<we can dothat.-

them accordingly: S
‘Because for too’ long, (Y

~heard only. one" voice.. 0K,

““mayhe it was multiple voices
but they were mostly parre:

1ng one. another The numer-

: V_merely' appearedtobe.

-agreement and support, We
can find: fault with his opmion
s issue, or we can -

Likewise, desplte my. sup—\
- port for the IPCMC, I support -
- ‘Umno'Youth, IGP Tan SriMohd -
“Bakri Omar and others ini their
r1ght 0 voice a different opin-.
ion.. The puhht: now. knows'
. their position onthe issue, and
‘we canformour: oplmon about 5
,:;?scandal from. corruptlon 10 -
. ‘wire-tapping, ;
“Bay to Abu Gliraib, all under -
: ¢ “ed -to. begin ‘with, and“the"
callers_offered. similar opin- .
ions, as did those- mterv1eWed

mplete’ agreement It

‘Laccept that politics.is rarely

.sunple ‘and that building ‘a"
_consensus is a tricky thing. But-
v issues- as_ big ‘as national

I soverelgnty or as:small as the
-potholes on our Toads are tod
v lmportant to. ‘be left undebat-f
ed.

For .an out31de examp]e of

“the danger of a lack of critical
* -perspective; -look ‘at the "US"
these days, with its all-know- -
“ing pre51dent whose adminis-".
" {ration created an atmosphere.
- whete it was deemed unpatri-
otic to question any of his ac- -
- tions, If you question.the pres-"
'fldent it seems, .then the ter—
“rorists have won.’

Took at the rest

this dlmnlstratlon :
rse; the tynic inme al-

to Statetofederal wasev-

. ously el

of that
-kind of thinking. Scandal after .

G ‘antanamo,

raises alarm bells about all.

pohtlcs is as much about what

.issaid.as whatisn’t. = - .
Are all these - public- dls-'
agreements strictly about the.
-topic aj hand, or are they a .
“front for political ~games
‘played behind the scenes? In
 gther words, are they | real de-

"~ bates or justashow? -

“To illustrate my pomt T'was
~waiching RTM1 last weekend,
“a rarity I confess.. The pre-

gramme [ caught was Fenom-
~ena Sent, a weekly discussion’ -
programme aboutthe arts, .

i urning. issues prevx- :

ed:in the past in--
- clude Mawi's: capabﬂlty asa -
singer;-and who had more tal-“ ‘
. ent, Sudirman, M. Nasit or P. -
"~ Ramlee, The episode I caught,
featured the topic, “Sepet Dan. -

Gubra: Pencemar Budaya?:..-

~_Thring it up because while:
the show is presented as ade-
~ bate; the episode seemed to.
~have an ulterior. motive' — to
~dismiss the two {ilms by direc-

~tor Yasmin ; Ahmad as bad for
our society. .
The topic was already load—

‘on the street wh]le two of the
< three panehsts had little: con-
“cern for opposingviews.

thlS open debate The art of/v

Which: brings me to"the-.

: caveat With so' many. people-

saying so many things, mere’
responSJhlhty is now expected.. -

~ of us éveryday Malaysians. We -
. now have fo listen, read, think,

“and yes, talk even more before
forming our opinions.. -

~ Let-us not be easily swayed
by rhetoric, but by reason. Be<.

“canse the more you and Ilook.

atissues crltlcally, andihe dif-- -
fering perspectives presented
the ‘more sohd ‘our. Vlew be-' .
coimes.” .
Tllend w1th a quote that T
find particularly resonant. it's -
taken from; Apple Computer-

"CEO/ Steve Johs’s commence- =

ment address at Stanford Uni-
wversity, last year. “Don’t be
trapped by dogma — which is

~living with the Tesulis of other
people s thinking, Don’tlet the . -

noise. of*  others’ opunons"

: drown out your own inner
voice.” : ‘
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