The Ninth Malay5|a Plan makes a clean break from th
trains for the lucky few are to be replaced WIth

of opportunlty based on merlt and need

'IFtherewas'anydeuhtthatthe* s B
Prime = Minister would not =~ =

stamp his miprunatur on the

most seminal economic docu- 3
‘ment for the next five years, it

- Was eategerically and emphat-
ically erased in Parliament on
Friday afternoon. -

Yes, the Ninth Mala ysia Plan

| (9MP) is not a magic Wend for

short-term blues. It is not going
to reduce the global price of oil; -

neither will it see the return ef
| the gravy train.

‘Rather, what we have is a vl- k

sion, hay “mission”, document

that sets out key thrusts that -
change
Malaysia to meet the glebal-
- - ..portioned part of the hlame for

. trepreneurial potential for mil-
. lions hltherto hamp ered hy_"l -
- poor access to cap 1tal __
If developing huma;n ca ttal :
arg::rt‘ the 9MP, level]mg ;

will ©  structurally.

challenges of today.

Instead of being held eeptlve |
to the outmoded thoughts and -
strategies of the economic bu- -
reaucracy, Datuk Seri Abdul-
‘lah Ahmad Badawi has used "
“the 9MP te add teeth to hlS re- -

| ferms

: Instea.d of relymg dlspreper-=-' 3
tionately on electronic exports

to propel the Malaysian econo-
~my, he hasmade eheld attempt

to strengthen several sectors—

" even those which some dismiss
‘as sunset industries — to en-

| that growth is “more

) bread based and robust. |

- His belief in an agricultural

- revolution is beyond mere talk.
The budgeta.ry allocation for
agriculture and  agro-based .
_industriesis 70 per- eent higher

thanin thelastplan, =
-Southern Johor wﬂl he devel-
-eped as the most dynazme

~growth centre for services, of-
 fering world-class health, edu-
‘cation, retail and commercial

'7ﬁunhhes -
-:h1gh4end' manufacturing and

- petrochemicals will be set up

across the country.
" And the twin engines of the
‘New economy
‘biotechnology

“ning and greater investment in
- research and development.

~ But these structural adjust-
-ments would be unsustainable
it it were not underpinned by
-significant improvements to

human capltal development.

This is why education and

training are at the heart ef the
B Ahdul]ah’s plans for seetera.l

_ Jﬁ.--ﬁln-.-._-._ .

'-.unempleyed graduates.

~ clusters  in-

— ICT and-
— ‘have been
~boosted by more focused plan-

By Khary I

ereetton of theusands of ebe
and these jobs have to be ﬁlled |

Wll;h competitive workers.

- There will have to be cur- -
| 'rleu]um changes in. schools,
_ better-trained teachers a,nd g
‘improvements. in  educational -

 Infrastructure in the rural ar-_ _-

B&S

- Yes, some courses offered at

_"-*leeal universities - may not be
 marketable but the lack of re-
-sourcefulness, self-eenﬁdenee_
“~andbasiclin
- ical skills that is beeenung in-
_creasingly symptomatic ‘in lo-
“cal graduates stems from the -
lack of q*uahty edueatlen at

guistic and analyt-

school.

- The best leng—term eeenem- |
- ic policy is education, and if the
‘Government'’s aspirations for.
-Malaysia to emerge as a centre
~of excellence in science and in- -
‘novation is to become a reality,
we must start with the basic
building hleek of. feundatlen,
‘education. - |
The 9MP’s emphe515 on cre-.
~ating a stronger base for the

Malaysian -economy is. more

-than just msulatmg the eeuntry' 3
- from exogenotis shocks.
- Creating industries and sec- |
_- tors _other than “construction
with considerable “multiplier
effects will mean that the econ-
omy can still grow during a -
glehal recession when an ex- .
| pansionary fiscal policy or

pump-priming may not he an
option. -
- Developing servlees a:nd the

new economy can nuttga.te pe-

riods of low commodity prices.

- And spending effectively on ed-
“ucation and training will bring
Malaysia up the value chain -~

and away from the bottomless

race of Wht] can prewde the*
~ cheapestlabour. - |
But these sh'uetural changee_

~ 1o the foundations of our econ-
omy will ‘also mean that more -
Malaysians can benefit from -

ty to live far hetter

Umvereltles een eel be ap- B

s the he

- grossinequali
2 Altheugh

e errors of the past Gravy
structural change and an equallty

NS‘(-r l/lf/:we ¢

Agrlculture is certam 0 ¢ ere-

_ate wealth in the heartland. :
; Prlenty for education in the-
. rural ‘areas.and Sabah and
.~ Sarawak - will -enable’ many
more students whe were born.

poor-to be given the o Ill::pertlmi

their parents.

- Funds for small aed mednunf | T
businesses will unlock the-en-

qualities isits soul.

uity - ownership, not just for

'-_'Bunuputere hut alse fer I.Ildlr-
It has a]se reeegmsed tha,t-'._'
_'-eerpera.te equity - ownership -
- berate for
.come. - :
. Rtis therefere the hepe of the

future generation that the Cab-

alone is not an adequate yard-

stick of economic progress and
" has introduced targets for in- "
come disparity ratios between
- ethnic groups and strategies
. for -more equitable physical
- and intellectual property own--
- ership. .
- But mstead of snnply remtre-"
duemg targets for ethnic com-
~munities, Abdullah has clearly

spelt out that distribution of in- - S
- I The writer s an lnvestment

come and opportunities will go

to those who deserve i, Judged"

b need and merit.

Gene will be the rentler ea,m-' |

ves th&llj-'"_,

advocates of gleh- :
alisation, fiund managers, re-
search analysts and the finan- .
cial . Press - have : repeatedly
- claimed that the only way for-
 ward for Malaysi _
alise and do away with our so- -
- cio-economic policies; Abdul-
~ lah is saying that
come with distribution, evenin .
‘an age of globalisation. - :
. Excesses of the past de net,- |
_mean that the New Economic. -
" Policy (NEP) and its derivative
programmes were failures, On -
the contrary, it has kept thls-- |
_"-eeuntryte ether, - - |
- ... The 9MP has hreught back 3
;._-_Jt]:le irit of the NEP by reintro- - -
“duemg targefs for eerperate eq--

ia’is to-liber-

growth can

ef the eerher NEP-type
grammes,. replaced with ca-

- pacity-building measures and
 productive utﬂlsatlen ef epper—

| tmutles | g
" "The struetura.l tra;usferma- l

tion of the econom ‘envisaged
hy the 9MP will not be easy.

Through the-fiscal dleelpline_--'
._ ef the last few years, the Gov-

ernment has’ created 'a war

".fchest to turn 1t5 1deas mte real- '.

ity.

gitit spends. -

So, altheugh cement mlxers "
cranes and tractdrs will spring -
into action all over the em:tntry |

PTD* _

Ahdullah has Seld that re-';
sources will be deployed judi- -
ciously with the Government .
gettmg the meet for every rmg

in'the next few years, don’t ex~

~pect the Government and, ulti-
| metely taxpayers, to get rtpped -

offin the process.

'Yes, the private sector wﬂi

.' beneﬁt from the largesse of the -
9MP, but it ain’t the same gravy
train. Margins and rates of re- -
turn for contracts-and conces- -
-.sions must be reasonable.
~ For the 9MP to sueeeed the
leaks must be plugged.

-Success wﬂl also depend en.' :

political will.

Ltstemng to the Prune Mlms

projects, loans and incentives

of the plan and wha.t are you
leftwith? -~ -
“. You are left with a hlueprmt
,net merely for the next five

" ter’s speech, it is clear the 9MP -'
';leOI‘ the youth of this nation,
Put a51de all the immediate

years, “but “for the next few; :

.deeedes

By hemg brave ¢ eneugh to.

~_ change the fundamental un-
- derpinnings of our .economy,

the Prime Minister has set in -
motion referm that will reéver- .

inet, members of the civil ser-

banker and deputy head ef
Bansan Nasienal Yeuth

generat:lens te

-vice and the business commu-
ity show the. same courage
and conviction in ‘eschewing
short-termism - to _positively
change the future course. of -
-Mﬂ%@ﬂ -




