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“children, veteran polltlcians and |
tourists gathered at the 50th an-
niversary celebration of the day
Malaysians were told they would
achieve independence. E

Held at the foot of St Paul’'s Hillin ~ §
Dataran Pahlawan — the site of |

the former Padang Pahlawan
(Warriors’ Field) — the ceremony

was the first celebration or ganised
1956, when the

country’s first prime minister -
Tunku Abdul Rahman, announced

since Feb 20,

“to a crowd of 150,000 that the na-

tion would achieve Independence

onAug 31, 1957.

Today’s celebratldns began with -

a parade from the Batu Berendam

imé

Airport to-Dataran Pahlawan to |

mark the historic journey taken by
Tunku upon his return from Eng-
land, where he had Suﬂcessflﬂly

negotiated the country’s indepen-

dence from the British.

Leading the entourage this af-_ _

ternoon were political veterans in-

cluding Umno stalwarts Datuk
Wira Borhan Mohd: Yaman and.

Tan Sri Aziz Tapa who were ac-
companied by
Datuk Seri Mohd Ali Rustam.

The crowd of 1,000 guests, in-

‘Chief Minister

EMOTION I’ACI(ED Mohd Ah and polltlcal veterans and Ieaders shﬁutlng ”Merdeka” seven tlmes

cludmg National Serwce tramees
‘and government servants, were
treated to a parade of classic and

vintage cars, motorcycles as well

~as brass band and choir perfor-
_mances and poetry remtatmns |

The hl ghhght of the celehratwns

~ ‘was an.emotional recounting of
~the struggles of Umno and the Al--
liance prior to Independence by
‘Borhan, 79, once Malacca Umno

~Youth head, as well as a reading of -

;:'Tunku S hlsturlc speech by Az:z a'-

sprightly 82.

ebrations ended with' cheels of

| "‘Merdeka,' oA by Mohd Ah

= Orgamsed by the Malaﬂca, Muse- '
ums Corporation (Perzim), the cel-




