Don t lose your staying

By MERGAWATI ZULFAKAR
coerga@coeoconcoromy

CYBERJAYA: As the Multimedia
Super Corridor celebrates its

10th anniversary this year with

a new brand name, MSC Malay-
sia, it received a gentle re-
minder from Datuk Seri Ab-
dullah Ahmad Badawi: “Dont
lose your staying power.”

The Prime Minister said that
while MSC Malaysia was still
spearheading the ICT transfor-
mation, it must continue to
make progress and be . estab-
lished as a global brand to ele-
vate the country’s status.

“We are never short of ideas,
but only short on im Iementa—
~tion,” he said at the launch of

‘the MSC Multimedia Content

[nitiative (M-CMCI) in conjunc-

tion with MSC Malaysia’s anni-
- versary celebrations here yes-

terday. |
“We start many thmgs early
but, along the way, other coun-

tries overtake us. Somehow. we

have lost the staying power,

probably because we face prob- |

lems: and obstacles

“Failure is not an option; we

must succeed,”

The M-CMCI is an initiative
to develop the creative multi-
media industry which has a

global worth of US$644bil_

(RM2,383bil).

Abdullah said the move to re-
‘brand and rejuvenate MSC
- Malaysia’s image was to pro-
__vide more emphasis that it was

CREATI

a natlonal project and its bene-
fits are enjoyed by the. people.
~“In-other words, MSC Malay-
sia’s initiatives are not solely
owned by M-DeC or Cyberjaya -

but they belong to ali Malay-

sians irrespective of race, reli-~
“gion or status,” he said. |
Earlier, Abdullah announced
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‘that the Multimedia Deve-
..lopment Corporation, the care-
taker of MSC Malaysia, woulcl,

now be known as M-DeC. -
“MSC Malaysia’s brand mis-
sion theme Win Hearts at Home,

Win Battles Abroad reflects its

role as the key driver.and

: __en_abler for the local ICT sector
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to penetrate local ancl

'.markets "he added.
Abclullah said that over the

last 10 years -the MSC had suc-
ceeded in establishing a strong

foundation for the creation of a
knowledge based economy and 2

community.
He said the number of users of

unng the launch of the MSC Multumedm Content Initiative
(Ieft) and M-DeC chlef executive ofﬁcer Badllsham Ghazah.
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personal computers had nsen
from 888 ,000 in 1996 to 4.2 mil-
lion now, while the Internet -
penetration-‘rate. had. shot up:

 from 1.8% of the population in -

1998 to almost 40% today.
In 1996, the country had less -

'than 300ICT- companles It now

has reached 3 400



