Bridging the divide

PM: End animosity
between
West and Muslims

KUALA LUMPUR: The world needs more
people who are able to bridge the divide
between the West and Mushm civilisations
to bring to an end the animosity and antag-
onism of the past and the present, said
Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi.
Describing these people as bridge-
builders, the Prime Minister said they must
be multiplied “to destroy the walls erected
by those who are hell-bent” on keeping the
two civilisations apart.
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... when the bridge-
builders reign supreme,
the people of the West
will speak for Islam and
the Muslims will speak
for the West

MEETING OF MINDS: Datuk Seri Abdullah hg o —
Ahmad Badawi greeting former Iranian R

president Mohammad Khatami. Looking
is British historian Timothy Garton Ash.
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Put a stop to
mockery and
sacrilege of
any religion,
says Abdullah
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“The bridge-builders must be devel-
oped through the family, education, the
media and tens of thousands of men and
women who could be critical of the
weaknesses and wrongdoings of one’s
civilisation and at the same time were
empathetic towards the other civilisa-
tion,” he said in his keynote address at
the International Conference on Who
Speaks for Islam? Who Speaks for the
West? (See Page 30)

“When the bridge-builders reach
critical mass, their collective power will
become so overwhelming that it will
destroy the walls erected by those who
are hell-bent on keeping Islam and the
West apart. ;

“At that point, when the bridge-
builders reign supreme, the people of the
West will speak for Islam and the
Muslims will speak for the West.”

He called on both sides to start by
curbing the extremists in their midst and
putting a stop to the mockery of any reli-
gion or the sacrilege of any symbol held
sacred by the faithful.

“Let us not underestimate the power of
religion as an imperative for people to
act. In the face of fanaticism and hysteria,
we must take action to counsel modera-
tion and rationality,” he said.

Abdullah said certain voices, both in
the West and in the Muslim world,
shared a common perspective on some
of the critical challenges facing both
civilisations and the world at large.

Both were opposed to hegemony,
rejected violence and terror, yearned for
a Just and peaceful world, and united by
a4 common bond. It was this common
bond that made them bridge-builders, he
said.

He said there were many in the West,
for instance, who realised that the exer-
cise of hegemonic power and the
demonisation of Islam were not con-
ducive for inter-civilisational peace.

Likewise, he said, there were numer-
ous groups and individuals in the Muslim
world who were deeply distressed by the
violence and terror perpetrated by cer-
tain fringe groups within the Ummah,
Just as they were equally uncomfortable
with the sweeping denunciations of

Christians, Jews and the West.

“They oppose hegemony and occupa-
tion but their words are authentic voices
of Islam,” he said.
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