Raﬂdah makes clear vvho s in charge
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charge of ‘the APs” Datuk Seri

~Rafidah Aziz declared

‘The International Trade and ln-.-
dustry Minister made this point-

clear yesterday, at her first offi-

on Tuesday Z, o .
- ‘Despite the commltl:ee set up 11‘1'__"-
| the Prime Minister’s Department

| --KUAM LUMPUR. “I am st[ll in - ‘and chaired by Deputy Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun.
~Razak to look into AP-related

~issues, Rafidah said matters relat-
~Ing to the issuance of approved
. permits for car imports were fully
_cial’ function since the new

under the Jurisdiction of her min-
IStl'y

~ Only  when prublems arose
would the cammlttee be mvnlved 3
she:said.

““The cmmmm:ee ﬂf whlchl am -

‘also a member, will:handle prob-

lems llke vehicles being stuck at -
ports,”

> TURNTO PAGE 3

she ‘told newsmen after .
- announcing the performanee af--‘---
* the manufacturing and relatecl
- services sectors last year.

Cabinet line-up was announced

'-"' FROM PAGE 1

5 "Thls is the kmd of matters,
th,at the .committee will deal
'__mth things that are related to
the Customs Department and

which have nothmg to do w1th
“the ministry.

“It does only that Admmls—
trative matters concernmg APs

are still under Miti.” -

The function at the M:da |

headquarters saw a huge turn-

out of pressmen who were

PM’s opin ion matters

_..._,was gwen toa handful of indi-
~viduals, said her critics should
“read the reason for Abdullah'
decision on her post.

" more mterested m her thoughts :
‘on bemg retalnecl as a Cabinet
minister - by Prime Minister
Datuk ‘Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi than in the ecanomlc
figures she had to announce.

* Clad in ared baju kuring, the- )
x veteran pl}]ltlf.‘.lan dubbed the"
.“lron, Lady”, was. in‘a jovial

mood, humouring journalists - lpersun ‘who decides myposi-.

with lengthy, elaborate replies.

Rafidah,; who came under fire -
- from various quarters last year

over how a large_ number of APs

‘She said she was ﬂattered to

hear that the Prime Minister

behevecl the cuuntry needed |

~her experience.

Tu me, the upmmn nf the"-}z

tion is more important than .

-that of my critics. | am flattered .
by his opinion of me,” she said i

flashing a broad smlle




