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TWASHINGTON
_. '_Prl_me Minister Datuk Seri Abdul-

- lah Ahmad Badawi’s leadership
- as a very censtructwe force for _'

‘Southeast Asia.-

ey

©one from Bernama

. -“Malaysia is an example of a
E -'countr where frustrations have
. been channe]led in a pesmve o

_way |
“I respect the prlme mlmster

_ - Pre51dent____
~George. W, Bush has described -

T respect the ‘way the prlme

mmlster has. used freedom and
" the openness of society to deal
- with frustration. I mean, all soci-
~ eties havé frustrated people. The

- question is 'will the outlet of that
frustratlon lead to violence or -
~peace,” Bushsaid in a roundtable
- on Thursday with five journalists
. from the Asia Pamﬁc mcludmgj

. and adere hls leadershlp
Bush, who met Abdu]lah at the -
- "White House in 2004, said when:
cemmentmg on Abdullah’s lead- =
~ership -in_handling extrem]sm
s * andterrorisminthe country.
‘He said- Malaysia was an mter-f' _

~ estingexample of how a free soci- -
ety could deal with movements
- that could ‘conceivably ‘change-

'_ fand alter the nature of free SOCI---

- Abdullah is a proponent fer

_-mederauen ‘advocating Islam -
Hadhari (C1vﬂ15at10naMslam) in:
_.__Malay51a and: ever:j

goes. - | g

__..here -' ;j

- The eamaradene between the

- two leaders could be seen when -
“the president -said: “When his
~wife (the-late Datin Seri Endon
‘Mahmood) died, Itried to call him
early justtolet hlm know I cared
~abouthim.” .
. When- told that Ahdu]lah had:
. remarried, Bush appeared sur-
_prised and said: “Has he? Good.
Tl cengratulate him. Thanks for -
- giving me that heads-up. I'm go-
ing to _eongratulate him. That s
_-‘neat N

Wheﬁ told by ].’]IS alde that he

_'had -already done so, Bush .
o ‘laughed at hlS memory lapse and

- hll&teral f['ee
Hade E agree_

~United - States

 said: Exacﬂy r'm going to con-
gl‘atulate ]I]]I]] aga]n I]] dOllble

the congratulations.”

-He later admitted that he for- .
got and asked his aide whether - -
“'he had called or wrltten anote to.

the prime minister.

The president ceiigfatlﬂated_ | S
Malay51a on its 50th’ Indepen—. - |

~-dence Day yesterday';.
~and - said - “he
“looked - forward
1o eontmwng
‘meaningful dis-
 cussions on the -

- ment- Wlth the

- 10th largest trad-
~ing  partner. ‘The
~two -counfries are
- currently negotiating'a :
free frade agreement e
“Talks have hit a snag over
ﬁnan(:lal services and mte]lee- -

tual property,. ameng oth- 4 \,

ers —Bernama
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