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~“Merdeka!” will continue to ring -
"“"a,cress the nation’ in the next 50

_years if the 1ega,c of the nation’ s -_
founding fathers is taken to heart

the prime minister said.

| Merdek& Datuk Seri Abdu]leh-_}'
| _;Ahmad Badawi said, was the re- -
to defend -
- one’s rightful heritage, a national
~treasure built upen the pﬂlars ef.;_- |

- sult of a sacred struggle

E hlstery

-. : Merdeka

- “But we Tiust - alse remember -
o tha,t the shouts are net just noise,

. the shouts have a meaning. The

 meaning leads to a _cause which §
. leads 1o action which ultimately - -
- transforms into -a.formula for
| huﬂdmg a mlﬂtl-racml ceuntry L
“that is truly harmenious, peace- "
ful, -united, Prosperous and re-. 8

spected,” he said.

- Abdullah said every Malaysmmif 8
‘should be grateful for inheritinga 8
- nation that was free to pursue 50 B

Abdullah speakmg wzth pass;en at the Merdeka celebratmn held at the newly renovated Merdeka Stadlum =

years of achievement. .

“ “We should be thankﬁll for res-
- ‘cuing mﬂhens eut of the veﬂey ef
peverty

joyis'still a dream fer many ne*“"!

tions.

- stable, prosperous and peaceful.

.}Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad.” -
< Abdullah also thanked - every

~-'i‘commumty leader “who fought )

“hard agains
: _ef colemeﬁsm

- “We must aise net ferget the. |
" eontributions of our civil servants,.
. Our. educators and teaehers Our..
Judiciary ‘and- legal institutions.

'- "f.jEveryene played a pa.rt in buﬂ’ dif g
‘thisnation,” . -
*Abdullah also thanked the me-

L espe :f";__'ally the elﬁ:izezzs fer

'_-.’f:KUALA LUMPUR: Shouts of

o take it fer grented is rude
and to dishonour its sanctity is a
_-sin,” "he said.at the national
Merdeka. eelehrahen in Stedluxn; |

- "We Shﬂlﬂd gIVG tha,nks fgr th{:}_:f
‘peace that-we enjoy in’ plenty,

“sponsibility
‘of building our nation..

5t the mental Shecklesf_:-_'{;-' e

last mght

- He sald altheugh mdependenee
B .had e]ready been won,itwasupto
~Dorf't forget that the peace we en-- - the present and niext generations
to continue the legaey ef the pastf o
o generations.
o “We sheuld be- thankful thet -
| h'em a natien with many reasons
- to fight, from a nation facing inter- -~ -
- .nal and external threats, we sue-
ceeded in building a nation thatis on Meleysm on this Tand; so the
. younger ‘generation should take
. “I am thankful that Malaysia
hed alineage ofleaderswith great
- vision, starting with Tunku Abdul
" Rahman, followed by Tun Abdul

-Razak, Tun Hussem Onn and then

“To them, wﬂl We entrust the re- :
to eent;mue the WOI‘kJ

“God has poured his bleesmgs

~ full advantage of that favour and
~bring ‘about greater success to
- Malaysia, brmgmg it from g]ory to

glory.”

iy

“We will never- allow rehgmus

extremism to see the light of day.
. We will ensure that themghts a:nd
~interests of every race in Malaysia -

:.-;dm a;rmed forces;, police force -  are always. protected ani upheld

mtheﬁt prejudice.™
Abdu]lah assured the,t Maleysza

~_ nation that holds on to the ceneept,;, |

of justice and equality, a nation .
- that continues to fight poverty and
. aims toensure prosperity for all”. " .
““Only then can Malaysia contin- |
“ue on its‘course to become a med -
:-em anddeveloped nation. -
- “One that is rich in knewledge
" innovative and able to compete
'_' mtél the best 111 the world,” he
- sai

‘Most - nnpertently

o WOUld centmue asa umted natton' “ed. -

~ based on the Rukun Negara,

shouts of Merdeka as.a symb
- pledge towards Malaysm s future_
_suceess L

"‘thty yea,rs have passed ‘and

- nowwe are on the threshold of the

first day of enother 5() years ef ;

B ﬁ'eedem

" “Let us all prez:mse eerselves

s that we will never again allow our.
- land and thinking to be colonised.
~- Letushold up high the torch of our

independence as we step into the
next phe,se of Malaysia’s -exis-

tence,” said Abdullah, who then
 immediately
| 'Ahdulla.h
sa,ld the independence of the na-
- o '.tlen had to be centmue]ly defend-
Abdullah a]so ackmwledged N
| ,thet Malaysia would'not be where.
- itwas today without the eentmbu- .
_tionsof the differentraces. 2
- ““Malaysia was: built” on equlty-
“and ce-eperetlen ‘and-it is also
- f'--.f-:threugh these values that the na--
- tion will continge to- presper a,nd_‘
;;bec:eme great,” he said.’

led the crowd to
olic
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