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FIVE PRIME MINISTERS

'DATUK SERI ABDULLAH
* AHMAD BADAWI

FIVE TEACHERS

Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim juggles several
duties, the most pressing now is being head
of the 50th Merdeka celebrations. He tells
AISHAH ALI about working with all five
prime ministers over a 33-year span.

TUNKU ABDUL
RAHMAN

TUN ABDUL
RAZAK HUSSEIN

TUN DR MAHATHIR

TUN HUSSEIN
ONN ; MOHAMAD

W VHE rituals of that defin- -
- ing moment of August 31, -

1957 when frenzied
shouts of Merdeka reverberat-
ed Kuala Lumpur as our coun-
try gained dignity through in-
d d , will be r ted
in a spectacular ceremony
when Malaysia celebrates her
golden jubilee at the end of this
month.
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The midnight birthday bash

with guests dressed in period
costumes to capture the nos-
talgia will see among other
highlights, the lowering of the
Union Jack and hoisting of
Jalur Gemilang.

A grand parade depicting de-
velopments during the tenure
of each of the five prime min-
isters will take place the next

morning in front of Sultan Ab-

dul Samad building and at

- Merdeka Stadium in the :
evening, a grander programme
for the capacity crowd of au-
dience of 22,000 includes a -
hologram projection of

_ the shoulders of pointman ~ ~

' down pat.

_remember that nothing misses

Malaysian images.

In between that, there will be;
a tea party at Istana Negara for
foreign guests with Britain’s
Prince Andrew among the VIPs.

These and nitty-gritty details
like making sure 10,000 uni-
forms are-completed on time
and looking into the needs of
24,500 participants, including
ex-servicemen from abroad,
are among those weighing on

Datuk Seri Rais Yatim. The Cul-
ture, Arts and Heritage Minis-
ter is so determined to give
Malaysians a meaningful day to

his eye. z

- As chairman of the Merdeka
50 Celebrations Committee, he
holds daily meetings as the big
day draws near and puts his
committee and its 15 sub-com-
mittees through the paces to
make'sure they get everything

O TURN TO PAGE 30 -




P> FOCUS

SPOTLIGHT

'Ra‘,is -confir—'m;s he’s out
- of the race for
Commonwealth post

O FROM PAGE 29

When he was appointed by
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Abdul-
lah Ahmad Badawi to head the
committee, the general consen-
sus was that the affable Rais,
with his experience.and flair, was
the best man for'the job. When he
takes on something, he does so
with a passion, say his senior offi-
cers. Most of all, he is articulate
and meticulous:

Butnow it seems his allegiance
to duty has cost him the loss of a

- potentially bigger job as secre-
tary-general of the Common-

- wealth for whichhe was nomi-
nated last May by the prime min-
ister: Rais’ two rivals to replace

-the currentsecretary-general,
Don McKinnon of New Zealand,

- inMarch nextyear are India’s

- Kamalesh Sharma and Malta’s
Michael Frendo. The-election will
be held at the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting
(CHOGM) in Kampala, Uganda in
November.

With Singapore, Brunei and
New Zealand rooting for him,
many felt Rais had the attributes
for the high profile international :

job. ARais win would also reflect
well on Malaysia.

. Alas this was noet to be. Rais
withdrew his nomination last
week, saying helacked time to
campaign among Common- . -
wealth member countries due to

mounting responsibilities of over-

seeing Merdeka celebration
plans.

Only two weeks ago, he was
gung ho about the job and was
‘quoted in a newspaper interview
thatif elected, he would take the
challenge of proving thatthe = -
Commonwealth isrelevant. 2

When he informed the Deputy
Prime Minister of his change of
mind, Datuk Seri Najib Razak -
said he would leave it to the
prime minister to be the final ar-
biter since Rais” appointment
“was the decision of the govern-

' ment.
Perhaps Rais has his personal
* reasons for withdrawing bt the-
obvious question s, did he have
the government machmery athis
disposal to facilitate campaign-
ing? Also, ifthe was bogged down
by the Merdeka workload,
shouldn’t more help be given to
enable him to take on glohe-trot-
ting lobbying work among Com-
_ monwealth heads of govern-
ment?

His mind made up, Rais was in
no-mood tore-open the subject,
saying the PM and DPM under-

.. stood his predicament. Itis also
learnt that Rais has another -
pressing matter to attend to—a

Family in tune Rais and his W|fe Masnah spending some quality’

time with their sons at home.

“.ﬁ

“For now, I must say we should spare no -
effort in coming up with programmes that
would make the Malays, Chinese, Indians

“and the indigenous people of Sabah and
Sarawak come into the premier lane,
through education, culture, training.

Rais Yatim
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close member ofhis familyisill.
and due for an operation. From his
demeanour; the. Commonwealth
idea can be considered closed.
Whichis just as well as the Com-=
monwealth’s loss is Malaysia’s

* gain. Raisis not only the best man

for the Merdeka job, for his fastid-
iousness and fountain of fresh
ideas, butalsohisrich back-

.

&

ground as an intellect, writer,
Iawyer and politician of 33 years:
He s probably the only member
of the cabinet who has worked
with all five prime ministers —
Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al- -
Haj, Tun Abdul Razak Hussein,
Tun Hussein Onn, Tun Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad and Datuk Seri -
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi—and

n Tunku Abdul Rahman
is was the deputy president of

“Thad a brief period of associa-
on, chiefly through his involvement

as adviser in Semangat 46. Beingin
the opposition taught me lot about
an overturned value system in poli-
tics, meaning you have to be mag-
nanimous in your thinking and ac-
tion so that you do not become too
‘parochial in your approach.

“Inthe Tunku, I have learnt the

“The'good nature of the first.
prime minister must be remem-
bered because he practised the art
ofhuman communication.and hu-
man love. A true Malaysian at heart,
the Tunku cherished friendship and
an uncluttered stable of politics a.ud
government

“His famous words are tola.k :
msur’ (give and take). It should be -

From Tunku Abdul Rahman, Rals learnt the phllosophy of / gwe

and take’ and ‘live and let live’ in politics.
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- OnTun Hussein Onn | particularly appreciated his non-in- |
Rais was Deputy Law Minister (1976-  tervening style once a task was giv- =
1977), Deputy Home Minister (1977-  en for action. |

| | S | |
1978) and Menteri Besar of Negri “He might be seen to be slowi in I'm 9 rateful tO
Sembilan (1978-1982). | - some of his actions but oncehe - T L

| | - reached adecision, heneverabat- = h I m fOI' m a kl n-g
“Like his predecessor Tun Razak & ¢ | . | ; h h .
- Hussein’stenure as premierwas - . “pmy grateful to him for making | me the thir _
g Sh(}I‘t (1976 1981) bUt he Set the me th_e thjrd Menteri B-esal- OfNegri o M ente ri’ Besar Of

scene to become a prime minister  Sembilan. Later on, we became - |
of stoic and just disposition. . close friends until his death ” ari Sambhi '

= “Hehadfu]lconﬁdencemthe ._ S _Sl.m = : Negn Semb“an'

sanctity of the law and was meticu-
lous in his approach and style. Cab-
inet papers that require his atien-
tion were personally perused for
- details.
“He taught me to be very careful
- withwhat I'write or say. He used to
underline important points in his
‘paper and would speak gently and
e ~ empbhatically. He was known forhis

A young Rais, then Youth, Culture and 'Sports Ministry parliamentary - pﬂmSta]ﬂl.lg.attm{de &ndoﬁmals
secretary, at an awards mght with Tun Abdul Razak. | = -

~- ~Later on, we

_ became close
friends until his

- death.
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i Rais Yatim

On Tun Abdul Razak Hussein = “Tun Razak imbued a softap- -
Rais was parliamentary secretary to proach, much like Pak Lah, and =
the Ministry of Youth, Cultureand  had the uncanny ability to encour-
Sports. - " age others to work hard and give
‘ . - - their best without directingina
From Tun Razak, I learnt the commanding voice. His penchant. =~ -
art of being eificacious and re- for hard work was in itself a stylef
Slheﬂt._ I 18&1‘111: abOUt hIS I'e_al IGVB - Of 1eadershlp by example’ Very . -_ ' -
for the people and his human much in vogue during the early

touch. It is next to nil. 1 also learnt  years of the Mahathir administra-
how important it is to answer let-  {jon (1981-1986). | |

ters. When people write to you, ‘He was not an ostentatious

you should have the courtesy to politician and though his tenure
answer, he would say and he was = wag comparatively short, Tun |
very good about it. _ ~ Razak will always be remembered

_lalso admire his tenacious at-  for his Green Book and Felda im- ~
titude towards land 'deve]lopment. plementauon programmes and

‘He toured the country state by remains a hugely popular prime
state to determine which districts minister with the Bapa Pemban- _ | . s -- . . o
velopment. - - - epitaph succinctly by his sid_e.”f ~ Tun Hussein Onn appointed Rais as the third Menteri Besar of Negri Sembilan.

On Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi

Under the present ad ministration, Rais
has been Minister of Culture, Arts and
Heritage since 2004.

— “Istarted working with Pak Lah
- in 1974 when I was the Culture,

~ Youth and Sports Ministry parlia-

~ mentary secretary and he was the

- director-general of Youth. When he

- took over as PM, we ministers were
quick to adapt to Pak Lah’s style of
doing things.

- “Many tend to be confused over
his overtly mild and smiling outer
layer, not quite sure thatbehind -
that smile and amiable disposition

is a steely innard.
- ._ i : - 3 “Pak Lah is a tenacious and diplo- |
Memoan o TRt s maticleader and his soft touchis -
Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad receiving a mock cheque for RM10 million from not to be construed as inefficiency.
Land and Regional Development Minister Datuk Rais Yatim to launch a fund On the other hand, his soft touch is o |
aimed at upgrading smallholder productivity in Pontian in May, 1984. ~ hisstyle, the Islam Hadhari way. Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi officiating at the launch of National
=i o i i ] | | He has said this many times: ‘1 Handicraft Day in Kuala Lumpur in March this year with Culture, Arts and

On Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad “Heliked his ministerstobeinno-  ala bel}ever in the powerof - Heritage Minister Rais (second from left) looking on.
Rais was Minister for Land and Regional ~ * vative and encourages them to be IT prayers. That epitomises his faith = - SE e | |
Development (1982-1984), Ministerof  savvy. Above all, he proved thathe in the al-fatihah, the openmg Verse . countries which attained indepen- value of harmonising people and if
Information (1984-1986) and Minister ~ ~ was approachable. After every cabi- of the Quran which he recites on  dence atthe same time we didhave  necessary, we should have a Race
of Foreign Affairs (1986-1987). net meeting, ministers would ap- - Ianyo icial occasions. Thisi istruly - notachieved our success. Relations Act in future ifthe Sedi-

E : ; | - proach him for all sorts of matters his inner credo that has entwined - “Thismustteachustobemorere-  tion Act doesn’t work. I think there -

Dr Mahﬁthﬂ’ would nave done that needed to be solved. We are in- - hispersonality as a God-fearing ~ silient. As a government, we must is room for us to have that kind of
things t{_)da,y, yester day. He is the man - debted to him for his policies and in le%der | | | learn the art and practice account-  lawin the future, not now.
whoreally taught me about bothsides 99 years, he had done a tremendous The fifth prime minister has his ability. The rule of law should never “For now, I must say we should
of fhe coin. He, of course, had the Ii- amount of service for the country. own justification for having hissize-  pe put on the margin. If Malaysia ~ spare no effortin coming up with
ons sh_ar-e oﬁthe {lime as prime Iminis- “This man taughtme to do things ~ able council of ministers. He be- ~were to achieve whatithasvouched  programmes that would make the
ter. Enigmatic as the Mahathirlead-  fa5t and efficaciously as well. Inmany lieves in having a good cross section g gchieve, the civil service and the Malays Chinese, Indians and the in-
ershlp may be, the sights and sounds ways, he is ruthless but look-what we of experience and talents. He has political guidance hastowork handin - digenous people of Sabah and
of development and well-beingofthe ~ pave gained? We mustnotbejusta this in abundantin the present set hand to upgrade the delivery system.”  Sarawak come into the premier
country andits people didnotcome - pjceleader, we should be able to de- Of cabinet ministers.” - | One ofhis concerns for the future  lane, through education, culture,
by way of mere luck. He had indeed liver and uphold our principles. = Rais says the Merdeka celebra- isnational unity. He says the prob-  training. |
planned'hls W{i}l‘k and worke@ hl_S “The Mahathir stampisindelible ~ tions should le achus somqtmng - lemofpolarisation is the biggest en- “Itis easier said than done but it
plan, quite oblivious to the criticisms  eyen if one tries to. undo some of his We have achieved much within ~ emy in the future. - ~ hastobe done and we must doitin
of his detractors. | Tt fabric of government.” | such a short period. Many other “So we must jealously guard the earnest.”
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