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| SEKOLAH Kebangsaan Serl

Bintang Utara is located in an -
~ unglamorous part of ‘Kuala -
Lumpur with an even more -
- unsophisticated name —Pudu
Ulu. But 1tlsfa,r from unpopu-;'

lar,

Students mterested in en-'
-rollmg have to join a long wait-

ing list. It is not difficult to see

‘why aplace in"the school —
‘which in a former lifetime was -
| _the Bukit Bintang Glrls School- |

—isso coveted.

| Educa,tlon eruster Datuk
Seri- Hishammuddin HusSein

_singled it out for praise recent-

ly. Parents with children there

can attest to its excellent aca-
demic and co-curricular track
record, facilities and the com-

“ mitment of its teachers. Cru-
~ cially too, the school’s student -
;poprﬂa,tlon is of a good racml _'

| The good news is that there

_are other national schools like -

-SK Seri Bintang Utara. But
'_’there are not enough of them

illion for the strength
primary and secondary schools -~ |
and highlighted the importance
‘of narrowing the urban-rural = §
gap, the role of teachers andco- |
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. Tt is heartening, therefore, -
- to note from the Budget 2008 -
- that there will be no let-up in
“the government’s- efforts to &
“make - national *schools the =~}
-preferred choice among par-
‘ents and students. -

Memperkasakan

priority. The urgency is palpa- -

~  ble, for these schools are the
~incubators of the Il&thIl S hu- --
‘man capital.

"The budget proposed RM30

ening of

currlwlar activities.
‘The changes- wreldlng the

most impact, however, are the
_abolishment of school fees and

~ providing free textbooks to all -
- students from next year — ir-

“respective of family income or
‘number of children. This pro-
“posal represents a si
milestone for it will effectively
‘make schooling in- Mala,ysm

ignificant

completely free.

- Senior marketing ma,nager
-- 'Lynna Lee was qmte sure tha,t

sekolah -
_- “kebangsaan remains the top

she Would send her- da,ughter:
to a Chinese school but her re-
" solve is beginning to weaken:
“There have been some inter-
_esting changes to the national -
school system the past several -
years. Cluster schools, school-
based assessment, the teach-
-ing of- mother tongue lau-

“sound promising.” -
- Experts are confident that
| -these aggresswely progressive
measures will change the pre-
vailing sentiment towards na- .

“tional schools, certainly not
-overrught butintime. -
They are also optumstlc that

'"'"fguages end free textbooksf

‘:fFree textbooks for aII |s one of the changes meldmg the most |mpact

the budget recommendahons

.

- 'which facilitate and com-
plemeut proposals in the Na-

~tional Education Blueprint
- 2007-2010 and the recently

launched national higher edu-

‘cation strategic plan-—canre-
“define the course of the educa-

tlon system
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