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-'-_TWO thmgs umte a na,non A
common cause, a;nd a cem—i <

~mon enemy. .

Our first generauon had the
.'-best of both. They had the
common cause of Indepen-
dence. A cause so -great, SO’

“good, so sweet that there are

- still. about 3,000 netiens-m-
~ waiting thirsting for what 150-
or so have tasted in the past

ha]f-century ‘The nectar of

their very own Merdeka Days.
Our founders

- ment tothe. colonisers.
- Be51des
-x-Wthe Man s - Burden -

at consociational politics a

tion and administration.

..~ Hardly had- the Federetlon |
| of Malaya Agreement spelled

_the -end of ~ British  Malaya,
“however, when by fortuitous

historical ha,ppenstance a

perfect new common enemy

emerged What could be more
‘useful in uniting a nation than

an a,rmed lnsurrectlon‘? |

fort. But-their timing sucked.
. Malaya was still enough of an

outpost of Empire to deal with.
~ obstreperous natives: --—-espe-_

cially murderous ones.

In the decade lea,dmg “to - cipline of the NEP generation; ...
along with its burgeoning Crop -
- of new technocrats and pro-
fessionals, could therefore be

- tapped for ‘what history will -

1957, a time of new visions -

and New Villages, this nation-

~ in-waiting " ‘played. common
causes and common enemies

tike a strmg quertet wrth V1—
| Valdl

Our - foundmg generatlon{_'
.achieved their common cause
GB B

50 yeass. ago. today. Just thy
~-yearslater, in 1960, they were
“able to declare the-defeat: of

their -common -enemy, the
commumst insurrection;.end- -
And
| twrrled nnmedlately into- a,n-“
other unifying cause-and-ene- -

‘the  Emergency. .

my tango: The formation of

Malaysia and the Indonesian  a
Confrontation.- -Another com- -
men cause attained; enether

- common enemy foiled.

had their
| foundmg enemy in imperial-
~ism: The force that had to be
.repe]led — and was obhgmgly |
disposed to do so anyway, now
| that colonialism had become a

bit of a tiresome’ emha,rrass-

. _.Il&tl()ll

in Malaya the
‘had | -'_race with economic functi
‘shown itself sufficiently a,dept =
s'and  mon enemy; one all’
- usefully ~appreciative - ‘of ‘the

finer pomts of a British educa-ﬂ_g_'_ |

these 1dea,ls "

ness and gra,tltude But we de R

not. ferget the darker conse- =~ =

- quences of their-success in‘at- - e e

- taining stated goals and over- ¥ i aaip
-'cemmg sworn foes. The na- ..~

- tion’s moral compass swung % ¢

freely in the absence of the po- L

where

.nn;coumd

lar grewties of cause and ene-
my, and people- feund them -

‘After the ].‘lO’[S“ ef 1969

“longer ~Malayans

And there was a new cem--_,

systems of governance, but al--_;_.j.;__;;_f
. soin the cencerted e_
~ The Malayan Commumst o
Party’s baleful escalations of
1948 were a death-or-glory
pley They would unite Malaya. -
 in & communist people S re-,
‘public” or ripitapartin theef- -

In another ef these dezz?:}%f-'- g

hlsteﬂcal eenjunetmns fer:
“which this ¢ountry isn’t- faz. " 'Th
-~ mous . enough the tenure of
~the nation’s second g'enera-
- ‘tion coincided: w1th the. a,__'_ min-
_istration of Tarn.Dr Mahathir

~Mohamad. The educeted djs by ene restatement a.fter an -

- surely -~ remember = as
Maleysre s turbo- charged ac- o
~celeration phase.:

“hathir’s - watch

weeks and a. day of megapro-

jects, but-more disposable.in- - :

come for just about everyone. -

But that was that. The NEP,. =

its - designers  wished,

-- j‘beught time for one genera- -
~tion; lts eomzlmnng
- as they feared, shows that the
"~ We celebrate our ﬁrst gen-
~eration’s success today, and
remember them wrth fend-"__;* a

- generation so faveured hasn’t
gained the se]f-conﬁdence te_:ff.r

stand una,lded

.and .

. insidiously dangerous for net-';
being a foreign import suchas -
colonialism,. imperialism or. .-
communisin, but deeply inter-
nal, home-grown a,nd persen— o
- ak:Racehate. . . - .~ 7~
A much more- strictly con-
tro]led nation emerged from

~“and. purposes: 1
o- - Rukunegara, Dr. Mahatlnr s
Vision 2020, Datuk Seri Ab-
“dullah Ahmad" Badawl S Na--':._.

B emerged the second genera- -
L tmn of an mdependent nation;
‘but”
= Malaysra,ns -Bumiputeras or:
. otherwise; a generationrede- -

fined for redesign. There was

"a new common cause for this
‘The  New Economic.
- Policy’s - twm ebjectwes of
__ _eredlca,nng “poverty: -
~“eliminating the a:ssecmtlenef

ThlS passes a,n enereus hur~

h -'ey weuld seem to heve m-'

herlted common cause apien—*

““ty. In some things we're fast -

‘-r

-other - of natmnei prmcmtes S

tmna,l M]ssmn

But what is thelr cemmen-;'
S enemy‘? " |

‘Most of the qua,druphng ef
““ET0SS: domestic product since
1970 took place -on -Dr Ma- -
~which
~ means it wasn’t entlrely about
22 years, thrée months, two

- Letus here rev:ts1t the good’
~and ancient wisdom of “The

Break. the Thit

Why dn es

_Glisbornpgor,

-~ like dogs; b

i_i-ln defence of the common cause of natlonhood
" the restructuring, not justin - -
_new policies, leglsletlon and -
e dGIl tﬂ ﬂle
: en -~ Anak Malaysia:

threshold tlns mement ef

o

13'\.-\ ;_.:

160 dTVeIlt of G32 Verysim Fie

preﬁtahly

appreciating G1 for making
- .that peSSJble Filial piety and -
~respect--is’ genuine. between -
first and second generations. -
- -Parents are preud of their du-_
- tiful children — whese. very
existence is testament to their
. success — and children are
‘Third-Generation Curse”. All 1
dynastic traditions know and
- 'understand it: The first gener-
“ation gets somethmg going; -
~‘the second grows it; the thlrd L
blows it all to pieces.. =
ird- Generetlon”
~ Curse and. yeur fa,mlly will live
. long and prosper, honouring
« the memery of therr ancestors -
Hluence; . ding the fu |

motwated 1o do their parents |
proud, taking over their family - as they exercise theirright toa.
“fature of their own design, is
‘that they see how selfishness,

- ignorance, arrogance and dis-
‘respect invalidate the Tvery no- |
t10n of commen cause. B

- firms ‘and turning- them into -
- _-public-listed companies a.nd :
E multmatlenal cerporauons B
- G3, therefore is_ born I‘lCh -
- And it can be a,stemshmg how
far away Grandpa’s humble
‘hovel can be to the beman-
ssioned chddren ef the nouveay -
he fi a. 'jf_;;rtchei Grar |

'se]rd feundetlen ef the paSt

- Fail, and- they ]l ferget even;
’thernselves |

- he was always his papa’s boy,
o '-_'__everythmg Gra:ndpe ‘said -he
3 d1d he wasn t a feunder hut a’.-j;"

-mere: execntwe, |
wants to run this eld husmess-
.- f‘{-:‘a,nyway‘? We're” rich spmlt

‘butis deter-fj _ brats with trust funds.

> truth, Joom into. YlBW with the;:ﬂi

7! eI‘Jf hecan - -

help lt Se hgmks e -3, deg

would naturall
B 1 future to. he far more theirs ..

G2 is: therefere net born a,s o '

“poor as G1 was, and grows up

- than_anyone ¢
*_mine, and would surely resent .
too stifling an imposition of the -
~‘traditions, ideals a:nd re ahtles d
f-_ . of generations pa.st |

R v
o '_'n."?{."'i'_

......

Wt ,'.1 -.;_.:-_

a.nd who_

“The third - generation can

_1 :_-;_feel oppressed -and. - con-
‘partier whe also works like a’
dtg “They have children and

= work: teget__}i“er to. send G210

school to be educated — notso -

???'?éi?_?-_{';;-:_:.,;learners &fj”_f thew__'f‘{}__ars E_sl_nce _that they

stic: burdens

.....

| _._Benef' cm,rles of their prede-
~ Cessors”

-Success;: they are -
born wealtlnerend more com-

 fortable, with greater mobility -
wen 't have te work._‘_%_'_j-;
te do se more

and better oppertunities. They
y.perceive their

e ’S t{) deteI"'

- Understandable. L
They should be glven rem. :

;Let them -chart their own
paths. G1 and G2 did what

~they could; it’s up to-G3 now.
~All their forebears might hope,

‘After burying: lm_perlehsm

"‘;’;-commumsm and poverty in -
--the course- of our first 50
dpa himself:is an _ )
-old codger by-now, and Dad, “now is the Third-Generation
;_Curse ‘We must break it. We-.
“have ‘no- cheree | OtherWJse
..:-'there is ne . |

years, - our common enemy

L. ",..3-.' B
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