WE are, my frre,nd Jamﬂ Ahma,d ob- T
served, afraid of our own shadows.I =~ .. == \ |
‘agree. We have become too fidgety, - =
fea,rmgthateveryfeverlsacanceror'f‘___‘ e

could lead to a heart attack.

- Jamil and I were having a d:rmk
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- and our conversation drifted to the - |

 state of the nation and the mewtable B :

~ “then and now” topic. -

~ Toomany things have become sen- B N
~ sitive. Too many people are suffering -~

from myopia and viewing everything

| through racml — evenracist— glass-

es.

A Chmese boy punches hlS Ma,lay' o
-classmate Oh, Oh! A Malay man
girl. Oh, Oh! An Indi- -
an is caught for robbery a,nd sudden- 5

| ra,pes a Chmese
~lyallIndians are suspect. -

A case in point is the recent spateof =

.rapes in Johor. Almost all the victims

- were Chinese while the perpetrators =
were said to be Malays. There was
- mass myopia. Why should a criminal -

offence take on racial tones?

Being Old Edwardians, it was only =~

'.:.:.:.:.:.1
i,

natural that we reminisced about. our e

alma mater, King Edward VIFSchool,
and how innocent rela,tlonshlps were

then compared with today. -

We used to call each other names o
but no one got offended. A quarrel =
between two students was just that. =

No one worried thatit Would turn into
- a racial issue. Of course, we did not

mind watching the fight. We went to
each other’s houses. We ate in each

other’s homes.

- Jamil, Aziz and other frlends wou]d

walk into my house and ask for thosai
- and my mother was happy to make it
for them. They never thought: “This

is the house of a Hmdu Can 1 ea,t._'-;_

- here?” |
- T used to cycle 10 Azrz S house

telling him in "advance to- get his

mother to make laksa. She used to

make mouth-watering laksa. It never -

crossed my mind that this was the
_house of a Muslim. |

- And we had teachers Who never-
did anything to show racial prefer-

‘ence, so unlike some of today’s teach-

- ers. If a student had to he punished .

he was. Political or racial consrdera-
‘tions were not factors which influ-
enced the way the school authorltles
dealt with any situation.

~ The cane of my principal, the late

~ Mr Long Heng Hua, was impartial to -
the buttocks arrayed before 'it.

Whether they belonged to a Malay or
Chinese or Indian or to the son of a
VIP, the cane sang its lusty song and
“the student screamed hlS muﬁled |

scream. -

‘Why have we become | less
Maleysmn and more Malay, Chmese
Indian or Kadazandusun?
“Could it be that we believe 1f we do

| not support someone of our race, we -

may be seen as a traitor to our race?

~Could it be that since the Eighties, too -

- many people in authority — especial-
ly at the middle levels — heve been

- bitten by the bu ca,]led blgotry‘?
- Could it be the growmg powerofreli- -
| glous teachers and the Arabisation of -
- an -increasing number of Malays?

Could it be that the schism dividing

- some religions elsewhere in the
- world hasbeen imported here?
“Could it be the-feeling that money
 canbuy anything, mcludmg influence
and power? Coulditbe that we are al-
- lowing ourselves to be held hostage ‘wrong.
by the views of extremists, fearing '_ ~ -Mak
‘they will turn violent if we upset. -
- them? Could it be the fear that intro-
ducing reforms might rock the power s

base of political parties?
‘Could it be the way some pohcles

~-are implemented? Or could the prob-
lem lie with the policies themselves?
~ Could it be that more people — fear-
ing a real or perceived threat to their
- cultures — have become afflicted by
a double dose of tribal conscious-
ness? Or could it be that our-educa-
tion system got screwed up some-
where along the way? = |
‘We should address these and other -
- similar issues. We are not engagingin
sufficient discourse about these is-
start an
-._avalanche of racial troubles that W]]l_: -'
“buryus. We fearshadows.

sues. We fear it will

And there is much shadow play go-

- 'Ing on, too. Time and again, we are
-told not to raise sensitive 1ssues But

-‘would it not be better to raise sensi-
‘tive issues— and dlscuss them m a
"mature manner? - -
~ Jamil and 1 think Mala, 31ens are -
 made of sturdler stuﬁ’ tha,n we care to

aC]momledge
Malaysians can undertake a discus-

dullah “A
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tlunk most

sion without going for each other’s

“throat. At 50, we should be ready for '-
“dialogue,
- When Maleya got mdependence |
- there was talk that the racial mix

would not work and that it would only

be ‘a short time before the races.
clashed. Ma,leysmns proved them -

1gth. It is time, too, to drop

- It is time for us to stop whlspermg

“sensitive issue”, as though a louder
vocalisation of those words would re-

sult in a cataclysm of nuclear-bomb

-proportions. After 50 years, it is time
to openly discuss these sensitive is-
sues — but in a gentlemanly manner.

- Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin

suggests that sensitive issues be first

united Malaysia.

‘That’s why I laud Datuk Ser1 Ab- ]
mad Badawi's call to-
-Ma.la,ysmns to mculcate the sp1r1t of

* son ultrasin the party
~ discussed within closed doors by

Barisan Nasional component parties.”
Then, the debate can include non--
‘governmental orgamsatlons and oth
‘ers. That’'sastart. -
‘While it is unport::mt that sensmve_ |
1ssues be discussed, it is equally im-
| porte:ot that no one comes to the dis-
cussion luggmg the baggage of “only1
am right” or “only my way is right”.

‘The - overarching goal should be a

?,ct"t

50 year's,., 3 hnve they !eomt
to be true Melays:ans’ 54

. same enalogy

gether to rea,ch our destmahon and :
_that if every race rowed in different.
‘directions we. would never go any-

. Where

Years later the Tunku used the
when I met him at his
“house. He had retired as prime minis-.
ter but his love for the people re- -

o - mained. Tunku said: “Malaysiaislikea

~ boat. If the boat sinks, we will all sink.
‘Sowe have to keep it afloat. We have to
co-operate. We must row together. If
water gets in, we have to scoop it up
‘and throwit out together Then we will
~ be safe and happy. That is what I went ~
~ for thisblessed country.” |
My father was carried away by the -

. spirit of "57.-“People of diverse racial

- origins realised they had to live with
one another; thet this was their
“home. Se, there arose a spirit of
frlend]mess - and frlendshlps B
~ bloomed.
Everyone felt there was a plece in
“this country for them. Everyone felt a
sense of ownershlp ofthisland. = -
“Many issues were discussed open- -
ly The Alliance leaders never shlrked -
“difficult issues. Even ordma,ry people |
used to talk about racial issues in cof-
fee shops But our talks never turned
“acrimonious. There was a sense of
- wanting something good for every-

 one; a sense of inclusiveness: a sense

. ofsharmgacommondestmy "

| 1957 “The Brlbsh could not do any- -
- thing but step down when they saw -

how united and strong the Malays,
Chinese and Indians were. We had

~one goal — to achieve Merdeka,” the
prime minister said at the 54th MCA _.

general assemblyon Sunday. .
“We have to return to and rege,m

that same spirit of understanding
and togetherness for our 50th year of .
- .independence.”
{__ff';f'ysm;us —1no metter whatrace
- —really want to live in peace. Thisis -
~our stren
- the May 13 bogey. We should stop' |
 fearingshadows. - -

1 cannot claim to know a,bout the

sp1r1t of '57.1was a child then. But T
- have heard my father talk about it
gusto. He never tired of telling

with
me that leaders in those days made

huge personal sacrlﬁces for the good
of the people.

party and that that was the main rea-
wanted him out.
My father was one of those who

- were saddened when the Tunku was
- shoved aside in the Eighties. He felt it
~ wasnoway to treat Bapa Malaysia.
My father said: “All the Merdeka --
leaders — whether they represented -

- the Maleys or Chinese or Indians —

‘never tired of saying that our des-
~ tinies were intertwined.

* “I remember the Tunku. saying a,t-- '*
one gathering in Taiping that Ma.leys |
- Chinese and Indians were all in the
same boat, as he pointed to an Al-
-liance party flag bearing the symbol
~ofa boat He said we had to row to- .-

He had high praise for the Tunku of-

- ten saying there would never be an-
other like him. He used to say that the -
Tunku saw everyone as a Malaysian
-even though he was head of a Malay

He said somewhere along the way |
- people begen to clamour for leader-
- ship positions for reasons that were -
far from altruistic. Somewhere along. |
-the way, he said, therotsetin. ~ =~

From what I have heard and read,
. our founding fathers were true patri-
ots, as defined by Abdullah. The
prime minister said at the MCA as-
sembly that true patriots were those

- who considered the needs and-feel-
~ings of others wuhout dlscrunma,t-

‘ing. .
- Abdullah echoed smular sentl—
ments at the 2007 Youth Patriotism
Congress at the Putrajaya Interna-
tlonal Convention Centre a day earli-
“A true Malaysian patrlot loves
Melaysra and allMalaysians.”
As the prime minister said, the
spirit of ’57 must prevail. Over the.
“years, there have been several na--
“tional mantras. As we celebrate 50
~ years of mdependence the mantra
- should be: “The spirit of ’57”. -
- Then we need not be afraid of our
own shadows. Then we can savour
the Latin saying: Magni Nominis Um-
~bra (Under the shadow of a great
name). Then there can be a comfort-
‘able place for all of us under the

- shadow of a great Maley51en IIBIIOI]

peopled by petrlots

Wth mdependence let all peOpZe N
who consider Malaya their home cul-
tivate the spirit of goodwill, peace
and happiness towards one another.
— Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al-

Haj"
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