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SOME ef our 50—semeﬂnngs séem to be m ﬁne

fettle and feisty-form these days, have you no-

~ ticed? Some of my generation seent o be mak:
- ingaldte charge up the back straight in a break f
~for the finish, It’s the Last of the ‘Baby Boomers’ .-
“last. hurrah the rmnble of the sﬂverbacks and . £

grlzzhes

- They're the Merdeka Generanen show some_'_j__,-_;,_g
respeet ‘You may 1ot have given them much
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~thought all these years, sandwiched -as they: - -

.were between the Founding Fathers and Gen—,-;._'

~ eration Wee. All those quiet, hardweﬂnng self—--" N

- se,crlﬁcmg mums and .dads of Malaysia now:

- marrying off their children and watching ﬂ’l@lI‘;_ c e
- grandkids arrive “may not-seem to. have. i
“amounted to muuch compared with what went. -
| ;_'befere and nnght come after But there sa geed.fi_

~reason for that.

- Born with the naﬁen and co:mmg Of age Wl th
s the New Economic Pehcy the Merdeka Genera,- 5

‘tionlearned to defer. -

. ‘They deferred to the new rea,hnes and pmm:- ,_,h

ities of their nation, and the policies emerging. -

_therefrom. They deferred to the new nanena}
objectives. and adepted: the new terminology: .
"Barisan Na- "

'- “Rukunegﬁra”‘ | “Bunnputera

‘sional”. They understood that the bardens .

“would always be

'. bearmg that burden, if they were able. -
- Itseemed a hard—wen honour. They h}'" nk y

'_::a,ccepted the onerous task that had been "be..._:_?f
_stowed upon them:To remake their homeland -

‘in‘a si:mnger better mere jUSt and durable
W&y | |

Perhaps they sheuldn the,ve been S(} deferenm )

----- ‘.'
—m

greatest on those most able:.
“and that they’'d been granted the prwﬂege nf:-i--_

tial Educated atthe peepie s expense te ehnn =
nate theignorance and immobility thathad tak-
_enjust 12 years to ravage the system, perhaps

they should not have kowtowed so deeply to the - over. Tni their place Ieems retirement, theend of hope for the best for them. Be: grateful they did

_' _.%,atlen mte n;i_‘ff “EPF and the be i

system upen then' dunful ess ‘_'j 1
therea.fter

Butmany e,ccepted thet the en_ly way te repay,;
of a universal education was to support
.what had enabled and paid for it, and made the
cempronuses necessary fer then' subsequent

theg:ift

nanenal service”,

hfe sucked out of them, others get by as best

* they could. But tnostly the NEP’s lea,d genera-
tion. ahlded by received wisdom and stated pol-
“icy, upheld national ideals, and submitted to the
Jwill of the majerlty as expressed in the electera,l

precess

mal some of them are mad as. hell and aren’t.

. going to take this. any‘moreé. (To invoke. Peter

“Finch in his most memerahle cinematic. ,me- --

ment;.as Howard - Beale in_Network; 1976, -
shewmg either: that Beale was a ‘generation: .
_ahead of his tnne or thls Is. a permanent seelaj
cendinen ) |

It's dbout’ nme tee‘t Seme Iand ef me i0 ﬁres

up at50. It s the new 40 a]l rlght Llfe beglns ]f-

e, ——rae, e J—

good prmcnples. R

enly because everythm
. tiens, hopes;-dreams; illusions, delusions, fear =
of the futiire — heck; the future — done, gone,

nn”}.?nt f“znewn
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Datuk Zaid Ibrahim and hiS handbeek ef

-u-‘

“of- prestate concerns.

- With of without all the money in the world, the
“final: fantasy Is, of se:{newhere comfertable te
a sn; .
Sma]l wonder tha,t for seme ef us; gemg gen— -
tle into'that good night is not an option. Datuk
- Seri Nazri Aziz; 53, seems 10 be pulling outthe
A few made: fertunes out ef 1t seme hed the ~ stops and going heéll for leather; damn the ter-

" I_‘pedees and mix the metaphors, he’s Finched.

Raja Nazrin Shah, 51, meanwhile, is dazzling -

.h1s audlences with 1deas polished: te crystalline .
_clarity by leng eentemplanon Now he s letiing .-
“histhoughts fly '
- ja Nazrin must

. After 30 yea,rs or mere ef thls va.hent se]f—de-f “lateas that may be fer leg‘iens ef snutten scheel-

| g]rls)

, magnificent heigh
guard egamst deification. (Too -

And then there s Datuk Zald ﬂJrahnn 56

: le,wyer and member of parliament for Keta;“

wnh lns 7i

g else has ended An]}n- -

ts.Ra- .-

gevemance the udlcla,ry the medla human

rlghts politics, culture and religion., . .
It serves as a -handbook of prmmples a re-

- .

mmder not just of some important ideals and
. realities but of how learned; Tucid and very-well
argued Zaid can be, He’s sold:me on a Judicial
- Commission, for thstance. On’ municipal elec-
-~ ‘tions and syariah jurisprudence, we-e ell we.

5 sheuld talk; Datuik, let’sdo lunch.) -

“But there’s a “problem with a.dvocanng sys -
termc remedies for institutions vulnerable” to
deeply human . limitations. (Such as; say, .a
~“burnt-out Judge ‘with a hackleg SO nnposslbly
huge his Sp]l‘lt breaks and he gives p, waiting
enly for somekind of axe to fall.) Human iristitu-
_tions are only as good as the human beings op- -

eranng them and we'Te human—capltal chal-'

. “lenged b

I wo ‘S-i'-,d be unquesnenably geed te deuble'
the pumber of High Court judges, as Zaid rec-
- ommends; Perhapsit would be easier to find 50;_1___
émta,hle candidates for the ngh Ceurt then ]ust'
ene for Chief Judge of Malaya_ e T o
“‘But.Zaid’s ideas draw on- the strengths ef..._’

:p:mple net the ﬁ-ailnes ef man, (He atenes fer.-‘- .

e ednca;nomst Suhana Shamsuddmf
That s the treuhle Wlth our pltlfully few hrll- o
hant ones. They’re not necessa,rﬂy popular with .-
or-comfortable among the * “grassroofs”, espe- - .
elally of those’ particular varieties ‘that have -
-grown wild and lﬂxurlant in thls past genere- .
_tion of deference. - -
-'So what do We,de mth the best we have‘? We

- not drain their brains to, other countries. and
~hope the ¢ourage. of their convictions will gain
thelr ideas the attention they deserve and eﬁ”ect. o
t‘he changes they seek. - .
-We hope they won'the crnshed te dust b the :
grlndmg reahnes agamst whlch they t:dt then' e
free lances.. S
To be sure, there 5 semeﬂnng to he sald fer-t.-f' -.
hemg an heir to a throne,.a member of parlia-
‘ment or chairman.of the country’s. blggest law
- firm, but it remains gratlfjnng thatsuch educa,t----_: :
“ed, elequent voices Tise {0 their spemal privic:
leges in taking ownership- of the ‘issues and*_.g
spealnng for the hetterment of this natlen
“Personally, T'm glad at least some of my. gen-
eranen are mounting this heroic rearguard ac- "
“tion for all that was lost on our watch: The na- .
tional'unity, connnenahty of purpose and mutu-

+ Baru, who this week launched his book In Good - al understanding our parents’ generation had *

Fazth (Zald Ibra,hnn Pubhcetlons Knala

semewhat eﬁ‘w

hendediy t{}ssed tegethet es 8, cempﬂanen ofhis -

speeches mterwews and pubhshed arncles on

k.

fer Cennnenwe alth secreterngeneral

‘hanaged to pass to us, but Wh_lCh ours deferred
frem passing to thenext -
_Zaid Ibrahin deserves a, much Wldel‘ hear—
mg but must resist any move to nemmate hm;r
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