BER]ETY -yégrs as a nation, and

.w1ll put in my contribution to this.
- Sorry to be so pedestrian, but the
national celebrations can be i 1nsp1r—
-ing, you know, even if it is to pena
“short piece on how Nlalaysra IS
“known the world over. -
- Although I'currently live in .
~ Malaysia, I have spent a third of my
~ life overseas, and I'd like to think

- I'm a global traveller, a citizen of the
-world, home is wherever my back-
pack lands - even if 'mstill -
~ attached to it when it falls. So, I've

been around, and unlike the current'_ _.

trend for Americans to pretend to
. be Canadians, I have been and cer-

- tainly am proud to proclalm myself _-

~Malaysian. .
- One thing I have seen over the
-years Is the react1on to Malaysra

Twin Towers”.1 remember as a

young teenager having to explain to .-

my friends in school where Malaysia
was. “You know Singapore? It’s that
_really tiny bit at the tip of Malaysia.

No .. the southerntip.” -~ -

- Coming from an obscure country o

‘was an advantage sometimes.
‘Whenever any of my foreign
-schoolmates in boarding school
wanted to try some of my food, I’ d
just dissuade them by telling them

it was something exotic - shredded

- chicken testicles, or dried gecko

~tails. It only took six months before- .

-they realised what asam bo1 or.
serundmg was.

After a while though they devel- '

 oped a real taste for traditional

o Malaysian student food Maggi
| despite the morass of “Happy . -
s B _150th Natron—day" articles, I too -

- and said something.

time.
- However if those in Brrtam were
“unsure of where Malaysia was, then
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Mee. It was a revelation, seeing the

-sons of our former colomal masters
~ paying up to a pound eachfora
* packet of Maggi Mee. I don’t have to

tell you what they started paymg

- when they discovered Brahim’s -

‘packed foods. The aroma of kurma
- and sambal began to waft around
~-the dormitories..

I'm not sure if it was. the quahty

of food, or just our insistence that -
- Malaysia is not Singapore that won
‘people over, but by the sixth form

- most of the boys knew where
~‘Malaysia was. They also knew that

‘her students were geekish, or hard-
- working, and quite able to compete
- for and win the limited humber of
- scholarships available. A fine swap

forafew packs of Maggl Mee 1f you
~.our Prime Minister at that time,
- Datuk (now Tun) Seri Dr Mahathrr

’Unrted States for a few months that |

ask me.”
It wasn't untrl l travelled in the

[ understood what it felt like to.be

‘misunderstood again. It was. amus-
~ ing to see how people would just
generally ignore me as | walked

around, until I opened my mouth

Thanks to the colour of my skm

- coupled with my generally messy .
- and laid-back demeanour, pe0ple
‘assumed I was Latino. But when -

they heard my accent, they would

-~ take notice. Like Eliza Doolittle,1
became the centre of attention, and
I took full advantage to grab all the

free food and. drmk I could in that

Amencans were almost completely

- _clueless. Even when I triedto
explam it in the context of Vietnam
- where they had, after all, foughta
~ major war - it really Came across as -
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‘some random Third World Asian -

~ nation. To them, I wasn’t Malaysran

_]USt somebody who came from
somewhere else.
In the mid- 19905 for better or |

-_'worse Our exposure as a nation

~ began to grow. Now, being .
. Malaysian in a foreign land gained
~you an identity. Unfortunately, it

- wasn't always one representing the ‘
~ progressive, fast-rising i ingenue that
*our nation builders hope for. =~ -

lnstead there was a feeling that
people considered Malaysia as

- being ambitious, but not havrng

- proven our ability yet. Mega—pro—
jects were labelled as “follies” and

was widely quoted, and not always

~in the most appealing light. Meetmg

| strangers overseas was a case of,

~ “Ah... Malaysia”, followed by a -

‘moment of silence. Things that are

- left unsaid speak the loudest.

- The eventsof Sept 11, 2001, also

- eventually put Malaysra under the

- spotlight. Surprisingly though 1.

- wasn't treated badly at all as'] trav- :
" elled across Asia and Europe two -
. years after that. Everyone [ met was |

‘generally friendly, and that’s proba-

- bly because quite a few had person- -
-ally been to Malaysia themselves. In-

return, there was also a-Malaysian -

" diaspora, and the country became E _:.':'

- better known and understood. -
- For example, you can now find
- decent nasi lemak in places as

{_drverse as: London and Phnom Penh
- And, when Twas in South Korea, not -
“one, but two South Koreans spoke
-'-to me in fluent Bahasa Melayu.

“The only places that didn’t really

| know about Malaysia were in Russra

- and Eastern Europe - althougha
-~ souvenir seller in Prague clarmecl
o that he had a sister who now lived i 111_.1.. .
~ Malaysia. Funnily enough, a rick-

- shaw driver in Ho Chi Minh said the
- same thing, as well as a tuk-tuk man
~ in Siem Reap. I thought they were

- outfora quick sympathy buck, but

they seemed to know the bas1c facts

_-about the country. - :
‘I think that pethaps the brandrng -
- of the country has 1mproved m
- leaps and bounds. Partly it's
~ because we seem to do more on an
- International stage, but also because

The Petronas Twm ﬂ' owers h‘as done plenty to put Ma!ays'la on. the
_- world map . T __ o Lo

© we are marketmg our country to
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LIRS

‘the whole world. Yes, we want all
~the Mlddle Eastems Russrans and

- _japanese we can get. You can hear
- “One Golden Celebration” in hotel l
“rooms all over the world. S

It was strange when I was in

- Germany last year, and- a group of

football fans came across me.

- Immediately, they pointed, and

= _sang,', “Mexico, Mexico, Mexico!”,
“assuming I was there to. watch that
" team play. | instead said, o

Malays1al" at which they launched

- Into song “Malaysra Truly Asra "

l Logzc is the antlthesrs of emotton -

- but mathematician-turned-"

~ scriptwriter Dzof Azmi's theory is

- that people need both to make sense

~ of life’s vagaries and contradictions.
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