THROUGHOUT my eleven -
years in national school in
Malaysia, I must have recited the

Rukun: Negara several hundred

t1mes

As young schccl
children, it would .
have been
unreasonable to
expect anyone of us to
fully understand. What
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_matl:ered little, 1ts relevance
- quickly fadmg away with little”’

repercussion or regret.. - .
- The first time, after I had left

4 schccl and the Monday assembly

- ritual of reciting the

G Rukun Negara, that I

was reminded of hcw
little it meant
-~ inrealtermsto
. many of us, was When
- * Twatched a

supremacy of the
~ Constitution and rule
- of law meant, these being tWo cf

‘the principles that weused to =~

- recite religiously, apart from a -

belief in God, loyalty to ng and |

'country, and courtesy and
mcrallty -

Eventually, I d1d understand
what supremacy of the =
Constitution and rule of law-
~meant, but it deﬁmtely wasn’t-

from reciting the Rukun, Negara. -

- 'And honestly, even after I left .
.school, began working, and got -

involved in Malaysian life asan

adult the Rukun N egara

| documentary where a

senior Malay31an journalist was
~asked to recite the Rukun |
| Negara. He could not.

The Rukun Negara has .

With the apprcachmg 50th

‘national day celebrations, and

with politicians contesting

imperative that we remind

| :"._suddenly become faShIOIlﬂbliE*
| -again, so to speak.

‘among themselves the nature of.
the social contract that our |

founding leaders agreed to. uPcn &
- independence, it seems -

ourselves of the Bukun Negara S

mere recitation, a

Ministry bccklets
| mantra by

| media for our

- celebrations?:

| - the Rukun Negara
.made so little
“impact in my life. I
| wentto good :
«+| schools and had mcdel teachers
-1 who tried to demcnstrate What

J. !

cb]eetwes and prmc1p1es

" There is really nothing wrong
‘in that. Any attempt to recall our

- history

- nation was founded on is a
‘commendable one in the spmt of
| na’ucn building. :

and the values which this

However, what’s prcblemauc

~_is this: how do we ensure that the -
Rukun Negara-is made more

meamngful than a

=

‘yet, the Rukun Negara rings
hollow, even more tcday than .
before.
- And‘it’s not because I dcn’t
“subscnbe to the Rukun Negara’ s

achieving unity, a democratic
‘way of life, a

1 a liberal way cf hfe ef all

prchferancn L B dO We eI’ISUI’e that the

of Information
or an Oﬂ-used
politicians and 1_;]131
Merdeka

I ask myself why

- ®PRuU kun Negarais made
- more meaningful than a mere -

“recitation, a proliferation of -

~ Information Ministry booklets
or an oft-used mantra by
politicians and the media for

-~ -our I\/lerdeka celebratlons’?" '

_' '-":-"cultures and a prcgresswe o
- society’ based on science and |
i technology.

The prcblem, I thmk lies in
- that these are mere Wcrds Which
- sound good because they show -
_ /
- good intent and universal values
that all peace-loving Malaysians
~can subscribe to. But which

| remain just a shell if nothingis -
| “actually done to demonstrate that

these values and objectives are
being lived out in the public -

|~ spheres of our lives as

Malaysians. -

I think of why I truly |
understand what showing
kindness means within the

| context of the religion I was

~ brought up in. And I know it’s

~ because my parents didn’t just

preach 1t tc us when they raised -

values were worth living by. And

_principles and its vision of = .- |

fair and ]ust scc1ety, .

us, they also demonstrated what
kindness meant — from giving .~
food to our poorer neighbour to-
helping a stranger on the street
from being beaten up. x

.. Conversely, what has the

_:natlcnal leadership done to

“operationalise” the Rukun

- Negara so that it becomes a
: P meaningful aspiration and -
4 ".expenence for citizens? .

As an adult, my experiences _cf

natlcnhccd are fraught with
- violations — endorsed, upheld and

-_'defended by the pcwers—that—be -
of the principles of demccracy

 and justice, and of faith in a just
| 'God. Examples abound: from the
~use'of state religion to justify
~_tearing apart families and

denying women their mghts l:c
‘the use of the Internal Security

~Act to detain without trial to the
‘use of Rela to terrify and violate -
{ refugees, asylum seekers and
. transvestites. Forgive me if I find
_it hard to believe that upholding
“and living out the Rukun N egara
~is the state’s top priority. - °

. As we approach Aug 31, thls is
as'good a time as any for us to -
remember the values
- underpmmng the Rukun Negara

o

_if it serves to remind us of what
- Malaysia seems to be losing.

- But words alone are easy. And
we can recite-them hundreds of

"times without changing a thing.

And be the worse foritas a

| \nation and a people.

Jacquelme Ann Surm would N

~ rather celebrate Merdeka scaling
' Mount Kinabalu than reciting the -

Rukun Negara. She.is assistant

- news editor at theSun. Comments:

feedback@thesundaily.com
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