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W h ‘ﬁ:f:“ R SO N R TR
K UALA*LU MPU R Delegates f the Umted Natlons Asean and the lnter- |
__;;Asean Inter-Parliamentary Assembly _ Parhamentary Union, to find ways to
(Aipa) meeting yesterday approved-the nent secreta- '-;._*-general the grou pm g;s ----- ~addressthe complex challenges if a new

‘appointment of former Malaysian Foreign
‘Ministry official Datuk Md Yusoff Md Zain
as its. permanent secretary- general the e

f|rst in its 28 years of existence.

| -Q-_May1 2007. .
Malaysia has been gwen the honour

~ _""'to be the first Aipa secretary-general as

decided during the extraordinary meet-
ing of the Executive Commlttee in Kuala
Lumpur in April. |

The newly-elected secretary general: :

_' will be based at the Alpa secretariat in

Jjakarta, Indonesia and has diplomatic
authority to oversee the decisions and -

| programmes adopted by the assembly. -

Alpa presrd,ent Tan Srl Ramll Ngah-f;-_'

-'-f'_recognrseo the need to establish a per-.. globz
n of intra-regional consul-

_.__.tatlon and coorclrnatlon* among the;;:_:_;.;\_ﬁ
ary "-_f_reglonal parliamer s
Hlsthree-year tenn takes effect from_

.. “This appe lntment therefore end.rs~%.‘
s .*es the consensus reached inour proyloust--;;;:ii:f
““general assemt
~ofthe. organrsatron which paves the way i
~ fora more dynamic Aipa as a regional
'-.|nter-parllamentary organisation as well
- asin the multilateral fora,” he said at the
first plenary session of ;8th Arpa General g
2f _Assembly yesterday. |
.. He also stressed that the secretary-_
_-general IS encouraged to establish-coop- -
 eration with other international and inter-
| parlramentary organrsatrons partlcularly ,

ies onthe: strengthenmz

lisedera.

“and Cambodia.

- Brunei and Myanmar WhICh do not
- havea parlrament in their government

) system are special observers W|th pnvr-.

“leges in all Aipa meetings.”
- Canada, Chlna the*__'
-_-European Parllament Japan, New
- Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Russia,

Austr‘alra

South Korea and the Umted States are

Alpa observers Bemama

Aipa comprlses the House of-_-'j-:'
-_;.Representatlves fromIndonesia; the
~“'Dewan Rakyat'and D Dewan Negara from-.
‘Malaysia, the Congress from the
‘Philippinies; Srngapore s Parliament and *
~the National Assemblles of Thallancl l_aos
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