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BUTTERWORTH Datuk Serl Ab- -
_dullah Ahmad Badawi yesterday
‘declared Penang as the logistics
and transportation hub for the

-Northern. Cerrldor ECOIIOII]IC Re- :

gIOIl(NCER) S

The prime minister sald several
ma,]er projects would be carrled
- out, including the expansion: ef
" -Penang Port and the. Penang Inter-
‘national Airport as well as. the
BRM2 billion integrated terminal
- for rail, road and sea travel known

PenangSentral s

Althou '
-sesses good | leglstles sueh as-
ready access to the North- Seuth
- Expressway, the Penang Bridge, a -
~ deep-water port and an interna-
- tional airport, Abdullah said the
“various projects were necess e,ry in
a,ntlmpatlen of an increase in eco-"
nomic activities within the NCER.

- “With the many projecis takmg

sha,pe Penang will serve as the -

gateway to'the Northern Corridor. -

“Also, with the increase in so--
‘phisticated logistics. eapabﬂltles
~the state will'strengthen ifs posi-
‘tion as the best logistics and trans--
‘portation hub for the Indonesia-
Malaysia-Thailand Growth Trian-
gle: ([MT-GT) " he said after the
“launching ceremony of the NCER’s
Penang package here.

Present were Chief Mlmster Tan
Sr1 Dr Koh Tsu Koon and Menteri
“Besar of Perlis Datuk Seri Shahi-
dan Kassim, his counterparts
from Kedah, Datuk Seri Mahdzir
Khalid and Perak Datuk Sen Mo-
hd TajolRosli. =

Also present were cabinet min-
isters, Sime Darby chairman Tan

Sri Ahmad Sarji Abdul Hamid and

Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi (left) and Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon (second from Ieft) |eok|ng at a

.

model ef Penang s development under the Northern Corridor Economic Region in Butterworth yesterday

il

" group . chlef executwe “officer
Datuk Seri Ahmad Zubir Murshid.

More than 10,000 people at-
'tended the ceremony held at the

Seberang Prai Mummpa.l Council
“community hall in Jalan Bagan

‘Luar, which Abdullah later re-

‘named Dewan Datuk Haji Ahmad
- Badawi, after his late father.
“He also officiated the greund—
breakmg ceremony for Penang -
‘Sentral and flagged off the much- -
“awaited inaugural RapldPenang
pubhc bus service.
RapldPenang isa sub51d1ary ef

RapldKL and a government-

~owned company under the Min-
istry of Finance Incorporated.
Abdu]lah said the state would

a,l_se introduce rapid ferry services

-activities,”
multinational corperauons (MNGs) -

‘next ‘year and the 37 -km hght

_monorail fransit system s

- “The state’s role is of utmost im-
portance in determining the’ suc-

“cess of the whole NCER initiative.”

Abdullah also announced the
setting up of the micro-electronics
“excellence centre to further boost
‘the manufacturing sector.
He said the. centre would be a
partnership between the govern-
ment and private sector.
~ “The centre will be used to de-
velep the local workforce to-enable
it to take on high-tech value-added
'he said, addmg that-

- would be roped in to help in re-
sea,rch and development efforts.
Abdullah also touched on the

.

.need fer the state to premete 1tself
~ as a premier tourist destination as

~well as a place for meeting, incen-

tive, convention and exhibition
(MICE) activities.
‘He said the existing Penang Turf

‘Club in Batu Gantong would be de- -

veloped into the Penang Global
City Centre (PGCC), similar to the
. Kuala Lumpur City Centre (KLCC).
Also, Pulau Jerejak will be de-
veloped for medical tourism.
Abdullah said the pa,rtlmpa,tlen

* of the prlva,te sector would aecel—

erate growth in the NCER. -
-He said Khazanah Nasional Bhd
had opened an office in the state to

attract more mvestments from .
| gevernment-hnked;

_ ~ companies -
“and corporations. - - - .
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