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NEW STRAITS TIMES

- KUALA LUMPUR Malaysm- |
~ wants the Asean Charter to be
- approved and adopted immedi-
~ ately to ensure the smooth es- -
_a'-tabhshment of the Asean com---
o “The charter should be ap-
| ".proved without further delay be-- -
. “cause this - document - can .--.J-"_the prmmples were observed.
strengthen unity - and nnprove'-_
- the structure of the association,” - 'grammes aimed at forglng closer-
- Prime Minister Datuk Seri Ab |
- dullah Ahmad Badam sa1d on'n'.”--f
L Monda S
- The charter a formal constl--f |
~tution governing the grouping,
- would smoothen ties between
__.memher countries as they must
o ablde byitsprinciples. - -
" Last week, Asean forelgnmm
isters agreed in principle to the -
- draft of the charter. The charter

is expected to'be ready by next

Nﬂ" ‘5’(?}"2/013?

deGISIOIlS can be enforced Thn*d

- the community must live by the
‘norms and values: considered
';nnportant to its well-being.”

. Abdullah said he was conﬁ-.?"_;'?

. dent each Asean member could

_contrlbute towards the constrii oot

_tion of an Asean commumity 1f

“We ' must prioritise .pro—

ties among Asean citizens.” :
‘He - encouraged actmnes :

- geared towards human capital -
-development and programmes
" that could bring the younger gen-
o -eration of Asean citizens closer.

‘This was the third year mem- -

ber countries -were celebratlng'_.
“the event simultaneously. B

“Asean countries have taken

40 years to reach the level of re- |

- gional co-operation that we en-
“month before it is presented to

- the grouping’s heads of govern-
- Iment summit in Smgapore m. |
_' _Novemher o
- Addressing - the nanon over‘ |
s televmlon on Monday evening, in
~ conjunction with Asean Day yes-
- terday, Abdullah said the charter -
- had three basic principles which
- would serve as a tool to forge an
-Asean community: -
- “First, member - countrles
* must avoid doing anythmg that -
~will break the (Asean) communi- .
ty s laws. Second all connnumtyj

-joy row. Maybe our foundjng fa- |
- thers - had more hope in us.
. Maybe our development has not
- ‘been fast enough but 1t is hap-* :
- pening” - -

By talﬂng careful steps Abdul- N

'lah said he believed when the
- Asean communlty becomes are-

alityin 2015, 1t would reﬂect truei '

Inaturlty

“Asean is ready to play amore

lmportant role in the region, es-
'-pe01a]ly at a time when Asia is

emerging as an eoononnoally

- cornpetltwe reglon S
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