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I By V Vasudevan
rzews@nst com. my

~ ’-'KUALA LUMPUR The count:ry s |
'-_'_j‘r;;;.transformatmn from backward .-
- into a confident and prosperous .
. “nation was the result of a single- -
- minded approach to devek)p .
f-ment |
S Prlme Mlmster Da,tuk Sen Ab- .
_;ﬂ;;‘..f_ﬁ'dl.]].l&h Ahmad Badawi said yes- .
" ‘terdaythe “Malaysian Way” comnl--
= . prised - four. principles: Political -
- pragmatic policy-mak-
- xing, ca.pamty buﬂdmg and <0- or--
- .eapamty

¢ dinated execution.:

2 “First, the Malayszan expﬁrl-’-.-,,__' |

. ence would have been impossible .
. -without the bedrock of political ..
T stabﬂlty From the early days of -
=" the Alliance to the Barisan Na- .
_{_'_7_;.'."_'_?';__:_‘_-'SIOIIEI,] of today, polltlcal stahility .
~+has been bmlt on the foundation .

—-of genuine power—sharmg, com-
- promise. and toleran¢é;” he said. -

- - in his keynote address-at a oneé- . -
."day seminar organised by the" -
-~ <Economic Plamnng Unit of the---‘-'jf
~ Prime Minister’s Department. .~ -

B Some 500 pammpams mclud-— .
mg EPU- dlrect@r-general Datuk -
« . Dr Slﬂannan Mahbob attended |
ﬁ_-zthe seminar. . .
“The gevermnent 5 pohc --ma,k-—
‘ing had always been gulded by -
o . we are cal]]ng for private in-

vestors to invest in hard. and soft
infrastructure to baost ecammcff

"',:pragmatlsm A o
“Malaysia has never been 1deo- .
leglcal on the issue of develop- .
ment and we ‘have been more
than happy to - co-opt various -
strategms from across the -ideo- -
~ logical divide to ﬁt the needs ef '
“thetimes.” = - |
Inthe tthd prmclple of bwldmg |
the couniry had spent- .
20 per cent of the national budget -

annually on education and mfras-. L
~Sabah and Sarawak. -

tructure.

'.-tructm'e and human capital has
_'_ylelded high “dividends for Ma-
laysia and will continue, to be

| ':,key enabler for fuftire success.”
The government ensured gead_'
| _relatlons with the- prlvate sector
thmugh the concepts of ° Malay- e
siaInc” and “smart partnership”.
Abdu]lah sa:ld przva,te sector'

“This strang focus on’ mfras-,. )

_'pammpatmn Was crucla.l to the:

~success of the C{}um;ry s reeently:
-flaunched growth corridors.. = -
- “While the government contin-
ues to play its role as a facilitator - P
‘and enabler of economic growth,

grawth inthe regions.”
- Two

* Economic Region covering Perlis, .-
‘Penang, Kedah and north Perak.

- Private sector

vate finance initiative concept.

- ““Through this approach, pr1-:_f.'j_:-_:.
vate contractors have an incen- -.pl

tive. to ensure that (:()nstructmn?i - jects;” hesaid.

x .growth comdors ha,ve_
“been launched: The Iskandar De> - -
. ‘velopment Region in southern Jo- -
"~ hor and the Northern Corridor . 1 f
"stmtegles » -
o "Risa cliche to say ﬂla,t we havef-
“Two more corridors are:to-be " g{;{}d policies but we. lack imple- -
la,unched in_the east coast and,- ;'-_mentauon As w1th all chches
- there i a,lwa,ys a, certam gram Of
mvoivement- - P
would ensure ' investments re- :
-~ mained commercm]ly wa,hle and-:-..;-- g
a e:’ﬁcuent 2
* He'said prwate sectar enga,ge-_f* w

fa,nd mamtenance Of fa,cﬂmes a,re--

dene in a'cost-effective manner.” |
- But- development policies. a:nd‘.
| ‘-'plans areonly as good as theirim- ;

lementation. .
It must.

uﬂl S}

.. plementation. capability. -
o “Projects under the 9MP a,r@f j
_-ment was-also evident in the- pm»{]_i : ‘-well under way, v.uth the National -
- Implementatmn Task Force: act--'.
ing'as custodian for effective im-

lementation ofhlgh-nnpact pre- |

prewde m&xxmmnf .;
'__'-_'fjbeneﬁts to the. people and thej_
| Abduﬂah sald under the Nmth
- Malaysia Plapx (OMP), the govern- .
“ment- had- realised the - impor-
tance of effective. nnplementamon_ ]
~and- paid careful attention to
ntifying  the - rlght econonnc'l':i

.
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|

Abdah said he beheved the'
overnment had unpraved 1ts 1m-
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