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" should return to the spirit of 1957,

“said Datuk-Seri-Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi, when the bonds behveen
~ the three main eemwmes were -

at their most potent. S
“The British could 1101; do any-
‘thing but step down when they
‘saw. how united and strong the
alays, - Chinese and Indians
‘were. We had one geal — to_
“achieve Merdeka,” the prime min-
the MCA general assem- -
hlyhere IR

.

“We have to return te and re-

gain that -same spirit of under-

“standing and togetherness fer our -
50thyea;r ofindependence.” - -
Many | ck a]lenges had been’
fa,eed since, with more to ceme
making it essential that the sense -
of umty and togetherness of the
nation’s. feundmg be revived, he
said. =~ o
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Batuk Seri-Abdullah Ahmad Badawi recewmg a standmg ovation from the audtence at the MCA anmial

jeneral assembly yesterday On the left is Datuk Seri Ong KaTing. - - =

Cheng Lock and Tun VT, Samba,n.--

“than were united because they ‘pockets.

- ers present began emp.

g thelr

~ knew they had to work closely in' *. “They handed over thelr money,

" the best interests of the country. -
“This was when ties between

the three main races were at their - “nance his trip to London.

closest,”hesaid.

Ahdu]la.h releted the stery ef a

“hinese commumity at the-onset of
negetletlens “with the colonial |
OWGT e R
u had just told Tan he
‘wanted to go to London to discuss
the terms of independence with

the British when the Chinese lead-

and
to help fi-

. rings and watches to
_told him they’ wanted

“That was how united they were -
. and how much they were willing-
te sacrificé in the nname of liberty.”

‘Speaking to the 1,738 delegates:
of the 54th annual party assembly
at ' Wisma MCA yesterday, Abdul-
1ah stressed that Barisan Nasion-
al's strength depended on ‘the
~combined might of the component
pa,rtles T

i the C()mp()ﬂeﬁt parties are.

“weak, we will lose out in the future.
~ Component parties must be senszw
twe to and respect each other.”

‘Tn standing for their individual
" ¢auses, community leaders must

R net prectzse dlscrmmetm ‘he .

* “These ‘who discriminate are
u_nwerthy of being leaders. True
~patriots are those who consider
the needs and feehngs of others -

thhout discriminating.” -
- Abdullah’s: speech, which was

ﬁ«-the—euﬁ was well received

from the audience, which includ-

“ed other BN component party -
leaders and former MCA leaders.

<At the close of his 45-minute
speech, Abdullah replied to MCA
_ president Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting,
‘who had spoken earlier on the fra-
ternal principles required for the
ruling cealition to endure for the
next ha]fcennlry S
" “On the issue of power- -sharing,
I have been fair, I want to be fair
and I'll always be fair.

““BN will stay on not for another
50 years, Ka Ting, but for more
than 100 years. We will always
stay together,” he said to loud ap-
plause. S o

Abdullah was given a standing
ovation as he returned to his seat.
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