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 KUALA LUMPUR: For semetlnng
_ that will affect the lives’ of the 4. 29
~ million” people- living' in  Perlis,
“Kedah, Penang and north Perak, -
* . the Northern CGI‘I‘ldOI‘ Econemlc
- Region (NCER) blue rint — at just
Lover 140 pages — is qmte a slim
| document R
. .? - However, it is packed wﬂh rec-
- ommendations and proposals that
-are not:just far-reac}:nng but also
. achievable in the near future. =
At the NCER launch in Kedah -
- and Perlis earlier yesterday, the -
~ prime minister set. the wheels in
-~ motion, opening the Muda Agrlclﬂ-
~tural - Development = Authority's _‘-,;
(Mada) estate management pro-
gramme in Kedahand the Seed Re- -
- search and Develapment Centre in.
- Perlis.. . .
~Large private corporatlons wﬂl
~ be encouraged to invest in the re-
. gion-and immediate initiatives will
- be put in place to help the rural
- communities. participate in the
- economy, for example, the cultiva-
- tion of mango trees on padi field
- bunds, harvesting-padi stalks for
animal feed and planting corn on

- - a

ﬁrlme Mimstek Datuk S'en Abdullah Ahmad Badawi (secohd from Ieft) bemg briefed on the Sime Dafby Seeds

Research and Dewelopment

la,nd thatislyingidle. = - .~ Centre by Sime Darby group chief executive Datuk Ahmad Zubir Murshid in Kangar yesterday. With them are the prlme minister’s wife Datxn
| Realising that this is an nutlatlve Serl jeanne Abdullah Menteri Besar Datuk Ser; Shah:dan Kassim and Penang Chief Minister Tan Sn Dr: Koh TsukKoon. - ST
thatmﬂspread out over the next .. - - T S A T BRI,
18 years, the master planners — [~

Sime Darby Berhad - built in.

“quick wins” where results can be

- seen as early as ‘the next three
- years -as a. way of cre&tmg _'
| “demonstrauOn effect”. -

" The next step will be the estab-

. hshmerﬂ: of an nnplementaﬂon or-
. ganisation — the Northern Corri- -
- dor Implementation Ageney (NCIA) .

KUALA LUMPUR The Northern C@r—~

© ~— plus the launch of a one-stop | :ﬁ‘% -' - ridor Economic Regum (NCER) is set
o centre forinvestorsupport. - . R - totransform the region into a. modern
.. Focused development inselected - r {.} - “food zone for Malaysia, thus i improv- .

-~ zones ‘and the launch of two to
~ three hlgh*mlp&Ct projects in each.
~economic or -social focus area -
" should follow. And, of course, phys- -
ical infrastructure and human cap- -
 ital development have to be. lmple-
mentedaswell.. - 0
.- The 18-yea,r time frame is thus -
- divided “into three phases: QUJCk"“
- wins which will help solidify the
_ foundation for sustainable; private -
~ sector-led growth; the broademng
~“and deepening of private sector in-
-volvement; and achieving regional *
~ leadership through sustainable,
market-led growl;h SR
" . " One of the first tasks of the NCIA .
~will be to go into the mra,lhea,rt-' |

fany

_ing the c«:}mrlbution of the agrlculture
- sector to economicgrowth. -
- . The NCER blueprint has classﬁied
: 40 per cent, or 932,581 hectares, in .-
- ‘the northern region (4.9 per cent in
! Pena,ng, 6.6 per cent in Perlis, 27:8 per -
". cent in Perak and 60.7 per cent in

. “Kedah), for. agrlculture use. These in-
- clude 100,000ha of idle land.
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* Ofthis, 595 615haw1]lhe f()r the cul-
~tivation of padi, sugar cane, oil palm -
“and rubber. The 167,598ha for padl
will account for 64 per . cent of the total
“padi cultivation areas in the peninsula.
~ 'One of the NCER blueprmt S three
key strategxes for agriculture is in-
- creasing its contribution to the North- -
ern Corridor’s gross domestic product
from'the current 12 per cent to 15 per.
centm2012 S T

- The second strategy is to increase
exports of agncuitural products with

- land to.identify the hardcore poor, | ... - Nerth-South Expmmfajr fmm ipoh to B{.}k!ﬁ Kayu Hft;am SR
. relocate them to prOper hausmg @ Penang Bﬂdge T i S S o |
.- and help them wﬂ:h their immedi=" - f oo 0 Ui
atebasxcz}eeds P""*’*’M"‘m‘*& AL T e T T
-+ In addition, the Wﬂlbe glvenﬂp- | = DoubleTracking . PP
| portmuties to. wurk ‘as’ contract . [ =% Fﬁﬁwﬂmmu@mﬂm o ﬁ S oy Gm JmLmk |
1 == Momorail s 0 o ‘5 lnt&gfaieﬁ’l‘ermmia
-~ farmers -or Ct)ntract Workers in S -
- handicraftcentres. - .- :f gﬁ::: g;i?:a? S g ifa_nﬂ Container ﬂemt
ﬁ“ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁtﬁ;ﬁ;ﬂi‘ﬁiﬁiﬁ%ﬁ f.ﬁ '-_w Trans-Kedah Hinterland Highway (TEKH) @ Second F’Pﬁ_aﬂa E}fﬁiﬂe
f ' il - wButterworth-Kilim-Gerik-Jéli-Kola Bari = -~ - n a@m = CEEE |
bﬂlty a;nd sustama,hlh Qf, the}r 'ﬁ:' nﬁiaf Siarr!(uala N&é‘ﬁﬁg .ar;d Kua—m Nérangwi?’a{m 5 ) Panang Endga SR the exhlbltlon Org‘amsed m comunctmn Wlth the o
- businesses., .- T e S i -;5_.. Iaunch ef the Northem Cﬁmdor Economic Reg:on in Alor. Star yesterday
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the- promotion of upstream and. [T T T T E
downstream activities to enable the. ~ | S R e
NCER to export around RM48 billion: = The Northern Corridor Economic Region (NCER |
worth of agricultural produce by -~ | - Blueprint is an economic and social ciwu’{upm ent

2012. B T _ initiative almed at unleashing the region’s pf}wﬁi&f}i

The third is to raise rural income N |  and elevating the income levels of the rakyatin the

through programmes " that dlverSny I D R . four northern states of Malaysia.
sources of income from existing land -

and improve land productivity. .~

There are three strategic thrusts— = -
~ promotion of commercial fa,rmmg in 7
partnership with local communities, = -

crop specialisation and the infroduc- -~ -

tion of world-class agrlcultural tech-
‘nology. SRR
| Accordmg to . the- Dblueprint, a |
- phased approach will be adopted to - |
achieve the objective of mcreased O
agricultural growth and improvedru- -
ralincome, starting with courtingan-
chor investors (2007-2012), acceler-- -~ j
ating regional growth (2013-2020)
- and estabhslung global leadership -
(2021-2025y. -~ -~ . - .
‘Seven immediate mplemema,uun N
progralmnes have heen identified — -
common management ‘of land to
_achieve economies of sale; re-desig- -
~nation of unused mdustrlal land for
agriculture; strengthe 1g of infras- -~
~ tructure; provision of funding and in- - -
centives; establishment of the-Seeds -
Research & Development Centre;
" global branding; and strenghemng of o
humancap1tal - S . _ . . .. X ‘Integrated Wuter
Theseprogrammes illbe comple: ... . s % 0 Menagemen)
- mented by specific sub-sector initia- ‘ ’ / @ Luxwy Tﬂuﬂm -
tives focusing, among others, on padi, - L
aquaculture and livestock farming. =~
The productivity of the padi sector
Wﬂl be  improved from the current
‘three-five tonneés per- hectare to
around eight tonnes by 2012 and
‘nine-10 tonnes by 2020. This willbe =~
possible following specific. initiatives "_'
‘such as producing high-yielding seed - L
germp]asm f{;}rpadl atthe SeedsR&D = E F1, Mol Gy W ha _ , | e e N Prut:esuxug&utsmuutm
" Centre, expanding the number ofcer- =~ 8§ S01l and Dest resisiar _ TR T Lentre - -
tified farmers and gazetting core grau L " ' G | Integration of Procuction, |
‘mnaries to protect padi fields from be-. - Coflection, Processing{
~ingused for non-profit purposes. - - mi E’m‘_‘“‘“ﬁ“_ Lo Ty
Initiatives to.promote fisheries. and o Premier inGusiial Park 1
and aquaculiure include the settmg Downstream Pagl . :
up of a national hatchery centre in° =~ - Processing Cluster .~ |
Kedah for:the breedmg of premlum _' ‘ Downstreant Aqua
- fish fry; encouraging the setting up of - - 4= Processing Cluster
adeep-sea fishing industrywithafish =~ & e Slate Borders
processing plant in Kuala Perlis; and = g ' Exieseways
zoning selected coastal areas for the T
rearmg offish and shellfishin cages. Agriculture - -
Using the National Feedlot Centre .~ ESSBE 1t vl heli to dew erfisasa 8 N o R R Production Beft -
mGemas asthe ‘nucleus” and breed- B epide Akt ; . - g W AN TN S

Seeds Centre
Maintand Tourism
ﬁ!ﬁﬁiﬁ?‘"" o .

!utagz‘ai&d m&stuck
| Prucussmg Centre.

_, Bmtechnu ogy

‘O &GasOfishore | ._
Sruciures Fauﬁuui;uu N

-

-~ Production and Cuﬁecﬁuﬁ
Cen&re S

_-ing source for. yum}g calves is &mung L i :
- the specific initiatives to promote live- -

stock: farmmg, apart fmm_; ¢reating. -
halal processing centres in Sungai

- Petani, Tasik Gelugor and Padang Be- o
sar, specialising in processed meat -~
~products for export and canvertmg

under-utilised industrial estates into - .'
premium livestock parks. - - o |
For herbs, horticulture and premi- = g
um speciality food products, niche ar- -
eas for the farming of premium creps i ¢
Wlth controlled and sterﬂlsed umu:-__: S new‘ ruads tu ;mpm\t‘e trausuurta’tmn in the regtcm DR S H
| mnmams villbe developed. | Mmgatﬁm and flood mitigation: Currently, 89.3 per f:.eut of paﬂ;lz areas m l:_
-~ About 390 0010 hf: {zlfNCER are un—- b HBUIOIRIRE _ the . - : e the NCER i i {."tet:i compared with 98, 3 per centin Se!angor The
der oil pals anélgghm comp;aﬁgeg - | RCimate Buit Clusters: fhe o of filits will generate new sourcesof - poorer irrigation is a. contributing factor to-lower yields, which” range |
Whﬂegfdrfnzs __ & ,371_‘:& r i e}f'_} 1 hoome P b inne obe vt for the co | fmm three tﬁ} ftve t{:}nnes pe:* hectafe mmp&r&d wzth 5#3( tmn&s pea‘
Pfjé‘{gﬂ‘%gmlslli):;ﬁ C tﬁgggvrefzsegm%nr: : o E ystem mdude& Extﬁudmg, Widunmg am:i duﬁpunmg canats, bmldsng -; |
- aging the Federal Land Development e  feservoirsiand developing man-made fakes. - - = 0 o o o S

- Authority and pla,nta,tmn firms to dis- . Bhngs o lang! Lp : €4 1, 2 Ui aftractions such as art '_ ﬂ Halal hubin $unga; Petani which will eaable hzgh-vaiue pmdutts to be
senunate m@dem &gmnonuc prac--n R galleries, yachting, bou € shops alg & 1941 ol51 | pmtes&ad anca! mauufactureufur expurt o uesghbsuung cuuntrm and o
methods mthm oil pa a,nd rubbur S R N e T . ‘ e T T s T e e L T

RECCIOGT e, E R 220 0 lomorrow: rocus on Fenang and verak 8




	NST-31/07/2007

