-~?'.,___':dependence ':Mala.yeiene ere stﬂl
engaged in: vrgereus debate about: .
_f'ff?-nﬂiilona,i mity. But _msteed of

atik Seri Abdul- ~

1ah Ahrned Bedam sa.id yester-

daay.; el -
~Iman eﬁ'—the-euﬂ? speech tonew-
=) __;jf}'_'.f'_:pemted members of the'Na--
- tional Unity AdVISO:I:y Panel, Ab--.

dullah' “tracked the - country’'s *

z—;.-"n"a,nsformahen from a newly-in-

‘dependent nation of diverse Taces.

"0 thé bloody riots of May 13.in
1969, and the current'state of in=" "¢

ter-ethnic a;nd rehgleus rela,trens
_-'-'1n the country. - i

- There was- pln-drep srlence as
“he e spoke, and at the end of his
speech, ‘he received -a Stanthng

“pvation from the ‘audience com- -
prising senior- ‘civil servants, en-"

=

_trepreneurs, academies, student

leaders, politicians” and : fermer—-

emhers ef the
'_Vlces e
) Cennecung
_'h referring”
rnernbers such a,s Ta.n Sr1 Ra,men

.' )

with the audionde

the _’cetrn- |

Stl]l the tep prlerr for its cihzens

CO _;

i errned ser-

Navaramam a fornler semor cml
servant and New .Straits:.Ti

recter-general of -

- the only way to- perpett
-~ wasTor Malaysians-of al

aspect of Malaysianlife. -

“They must be together ln peh-'j_;;{_”ﬁ:?'_ __
_'*future
it was- (when‘i‘f "

tlcs, in - gevernrnent ‘in" sehool.
That’s. the- way -

* Malaysia was formed)_ end that's-

the way it should be.”

oo
Abdullah ‘said dla;legue rnust

“unity to ensure that: Malay51a Te-

melned peaceful and stable. -

“Discuss:issues with the aim.

tinue ‘and 'be broadened for
- this was one sure way of fostering .

.7 able to -move-
~His ad\uce to the - 55-mernher e

panel was: “Have the rlght atti-f'_
~ tude, be sincere, be pragmatic but -_A_,lOOth arnnversary of mdepen—_f"_.;__j

don't sweep the issues e denoe

umty a,nd prevent raera,l cenﬂrct
SeES ’ress Berhad cha,lrrnen Detuk

Overzealeusness is not geed

| *a{'but beingtoo cautiouswill nothelp -
" Seri’‘Jawhar Hassan, &fermer di-
the™ National - clear.
~Unity Depart:rnent ‘and his own -
-shared experiences i unity dis-:

 eussions with them, Abdullah sajd

‘either. We must be pragmatic and -

feol safe and. pretected lf umty
g;-;_-__--'f;eontlnued toprevail. - ,_
" “We do not want to faJl asana-
-thIl because of racial conflict. Our -
be better and, God will- -
-ing, we. can achieve the developed i'fclear inter-racial relations, tol-
erance and understandmg rnust‘_'_:
| | -_._-_,be strengthened. - :
dence and our grandchﬂdren will - -Ab

. be able to celebrate- Malaysia’s -

~that it comprised pehtlcla.ns nen—-i---?'-r
“governmental -orga
- -community leaders ofallraces.:

“The prime minister: rernmdedl_f__j o

‘panelmembers thatthey had ate-
sponsibﬂlty io the future He said -
- they must have the right attitude -
_end be sincere during dJseussmnst‘: o
- ol
to- individual. pa:nel ,ensurmg .that you can ceme up -

wrth suggestlens te sn'en -zen se;ld

“The council acted as a ferurn

-that enabled: all members. to. diss

unlty There

| "DrIsmaJlAhdul:_._”f-
_(fermen_ deputy prnne ter)__

anisations end o

under the: carpet the govern-
rnent 1s net ways rlght There-+

,;;.;.;a,re cases’ “where- mcerrect decr-_,-
srens weremade’.
Ne-must- be siricere in-fm-~ -
“plementation in order to succeed.
“We . want M&le,ysm te rernam sa,fe
- J:and stable.”. o

ate unity
racesand
religions ‘to” be . involved. in. every

" “] remember tlns vmdly ‘he |

-- -;-_j_f was s0-open and pulled no punch-

h‘e Sald &,d that IS]]IEL]]

_ had thenpleaded agamst a reeur--g- |
~ Abdullah said the people Weuld__ - -rence of the May 13 incident and
| all'Malaysians- of that time could’
" nothave agreed any less after hav-

- ing undergone the tra,urna, ef the |

_racm,l riots..

“nation status by 2020: We will be . -
yhead with - confi- -

. CUSS epenly raCraI issues and other .
- matters ceneer il

“He said- Ismaal’s rnessage was

ullah also: touched en the

’centrlhutluns ‘of. former. prime

_;-_nmnster Tun Abdul Razak Hus-
- o, sein. 1 who ~was instrumental “in.

- Abduliah p mted eutthat inthe -~ mootin:

afterrnath of May 13, a National * gz

ﬂeratlens Ceuncﬂ (ef which he

“Was a. meniber) was. ferrned an

ting the tenets of Rukun Ne- -
ara. and the National Economic

. "Pelicy which was aimed at eradi-
-, _cating " poverty, - ‘regardless of
-race, as we]l as restructurmg 50- -

'--'mety |

-He. sa.l.d threugh the NEP the_
Iden;:_;:_;auen of race with eco-
. nomic fus ctions waserased. -
“Abdullah later presented a,p-'
pelntment letters to panel mem--

~_bers, some of whom- were reap-
;f ":_,_'.'h,_;pe]nted for a,nether term, while-
. others were. servrng thelr ﬁrst __
two—yea,r term | |
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