Unity the key in global
Muslim revival, says PM

H By Eileen Ng
eflesr@ast.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: Muslims
have to renew their spirit of
unity as a first step to playing
a wider and more active role
in the era of globalisation, the
prime minister said.

Datuk Seri Abdullah Ah-
mad Badawi said unity was
among four important impar-
atives for Islamic nations 1o
reclaim the religion’s golden
era and make an impact into-
day’s world.

He said the others were to
revive the economic position
of Muslim nations: invesl in
education and skills; and es-
tablish social justice based on
Islamic principles,

Abdullah said the four im-
peratives must be pursued
within a cohesive Islamic
framework that promotes a
proper appreciation of Islam
as 4 foree for progress and de-
velopment.

“This approach may be
found in the principles of Is-
lam Hadhari, which I had in-
troduced in Malaysia and pro-
moted o e et

“By adopti muenhaj or
approach of I Hadhari, 1
thoSpir andvigoor of Samic

» spirit and vigour i
states. producing a Muslim
ummah that is al imme in the
modern world vet firmly root-
ed in the agidah of Islam. Only
then can Islamic states begin
to reclaim their legacy as ac-
tive players in the global are-
na,” he said in a speech at the
International Conference on
The Role of Islamic States in a
Globalised World.

The was read by
Deputy Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Najib Razak. Najib also
launched a book enti
liazak of Abdullah Fahim,
written by Mesut Idris and
Syed Ali Tawfik Al-Attas. _
global challenge for Muslims
todayas “tremendous”,

However, playing the role of
a global player is nol new 1o
Muslims.

"“We have played that very
role, centuries ago.

“And [ believe we have it
within ourselves to play an ac-

tive role in a globalised world

onge more,”

Touching on the nead 1o re-
unite Muslims, Abdullah said
while Islam was a global faith
that bound many: races to-
gether, there wers Instances
when its interpretation pitted
people againstone another.

“Wo need to renew oUr un-
derstanding  of Islam. We

must emphasise our common

Datuk Seri Najib Razak meeting participants at the International Conference on The Role of Islamic Statesin a
Globalised World yesterday. — NST picture by Salim Shaari
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Ultimately, we
must move
beyond politics
and conflict, and
focus on issues
that are of
immediate
concern.
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heritage and put aside any
sectarian diffﬁl::uanc.es which
can lead to division and con-
fict,

“Ultimately, we must move
beyond politics and conflict,
and focus on issues that are of
immediate concern: Tackling
poverty, eliminating illiteracy,
combating  ignorance and
raising the quality of life,” he
said.

On the revival of the
economies of Muslim nations,
e

over the isation o
Islamic  Conference  (QIC)
chairmanship, various elforts
had been undertaken o pro-
mcam global Muslim aa;;mmg

iti an  example, the
pﬁuggwﬁﬂr satd the World
Economic Forum was held in
2005 o promots  GCOMOMmIc

e 1@[-! l-aua“r

links and entrepreneurship
within the Muslim wmmah,
particularly among women
and voung leaders,

To invest in edueation and
skills, Abdullah said there was
a need to build a knowledge-
able society — an "Ulnl Al
Bab” community — in which
real and true knowledge was
the governing principle of all
humgan activity:

He said it was obvious that
the Muslim world lacked
high-quality universities, Ii-
braries, résource centres and

ﬂﬂ.ﬁames'be willing 10 in

must illing to in-
vest towards educating the
next  generation of great
scholars,
. Of the great scholars we
already have today, we mus!
hongur them and their contri-
butions.

“We must buld a genera-
tion of Muslims that recognis-
es and honours knowledge.
This is the way of suceess,” he
said.

Elaborating on the need to
establish social justice hased
on Islamic principles, Abdul-
lah: said it was imperative o
liberate human capahilities to
ensure all citizens can partic-
ipale in governance.

“Social justice also de-
mands that we combat cor-
ruption. It would be impossi-
ble to achieve genuine devel-
opment within the framework
of corrupt governanee,”

He said Islamic states must
be ready to en with the
wider ?*&r;ﬂ and take advan-
' v many opportuni-
Efseoﬂerad by globalisation.
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