SHE was he evﬂy pregnam; mth
~ herfourth child but nothing could
step her from embarking on the |
long Journey before the creck ef
dawn.

Teacher Az:zah Ahma,d whe
Was then 38, left Johor Baru Wlth
.. her cousins in a Ford Anglia for an -
almost- seven—heur trlp to Kuala
Lumpur o

‘Azizah, the Jeher Umne Ka,um
Jbu (women'’s wmg} secretarywho- -
~was in ‘the third trimester of her -
pregnancy, wanted to be there
when Merdeka was preela.lmed en

~ the morning of Aug 31,1957.
©. “We had no rel&twes in; Kua.le
LumIJur 'So, ‘we: stayed in the
“home of a friend, Siti Hawa. Zam
- who was a radio announcer,” re-
~ calls Azizah, 88; at the heme efiher
- son, Luqmanulhelqm m Pert
Klangrecenﬂ -

It was rammg cats and dogs en
the miorning of Merdeka. -

“We could hardly sleep the mght

- before as we weré soexcited,” re-
‘members Azizah, Whese arthrms
tekes atollonhernow. - .
-~ “We woke. up early and left. Sm
Hawe s house in. Kampung Pan-.
~ dan about 4am to 'go-to Merdéka -
Stadium. We Wented to get there
-earlyto get good seats. -
" “It was pitch'dark when we er-
rlved at the stadium. As we were
looking for a place {o park, a traffic .
policeman directedusto a perkmg
lotin the stadium grounds. |

“We parked there, not reahsmg
thet it was reserved for VIPs..

“Imagine our surprise when eur
Ferd Anglia was surrounded by
luxury cars when we were leaving -
- the stadium after the celebrations.-

“People lined upon both sides ef
“the read to wave. at the VIPs in
 their cars. They waved at us, 00.

They must have thought we were _Q

ﬁ‘em some royal family!”

© Azizah’s Merdeka celebra,tlons
. did not end in Kuala Lumpur. She .
travelled to Bentong, Ipoh and
Peneﬁg to mmess the state-level
" celebrations. -

Azizah gave bﬂ'th te her thlrd
dau‘ghter Hahibah (now an associ-
ate professor) 42 deys afl:er
Merdeka.

_For Azizah, Who was the Umne
Johor Baru Kaum Ibu secretary
- from 1946 to 1951, Aug 31 was
-what they had been worlﬂng for -
and she was in'the thick of it. -

- Each time you look at the Umno
ﬂeg think of Azizah as it was the |
young “woman - who ha,nd-
stitched the original version. - -

She not only. stitched the
ﬂeg but also wrote down. {.;
the Umno COHStltllth

~ constitution from the consti-- o
tutions of the Conservative

~and . Labour' pa,rhes ef
Brltam -

the head of
Kaum Ibu .

In the ploneermg days ef Umno she waskneWn has latuk Onn ]aafar S..
nght hand woman’. P. SELVARANI catches up with this remarkable

woman who among other thlngs stltched the fII'St Umno ﬂag

“in Jam as party feunder end ﬁrst

preSIdent Detuk Onn Jeafer dlc.ta,t_- -

ed it.”
lr) Syed Muhammad Neqmb

the materials

“We were chaperoned hy Mak .
Dek a frlend of Datin Onn. heceuse--:--, |
- it-was improper fora young Malay - pung Date Onn Ume breneh in Je-
g1r1 to be seen alone in the cempeny.. -

ef a bujang (bachelor).”

~ Azizah stitched the ﬂeg mclud

ing embreldermg the logo (a'green s

keris in a yellow circle).-It took her

' two months to complete the job. -
.+“Datuk Onn then asked me to._ |
_“transeribe in Jawi the Umno’ con- -

stitution, which he dictated whileT
-wrote itin an exercise book at hlS
office in: ﬂle menterl hesar s
reszdenee e

- “He seurced ideas fer the

Aﬂzah was e,ctively in- .
~volved in Umno, especially -
“the Kaum Ihu movement ,
- with her mentor, Ihu Zem
(Tan Sri Zainon Munshi - -
'Sulalma,n) Whe Wwas

_even aﬂ;er

[

The ﬂag was demgned b (Prof
al At--__-. ._
tas Onn s17-year-old nephew, - -
“*+ “Datuk Onn, who.was then- the
menten besar of Johor, askedmeto
_sew the flag. I went to Singapore
wrth (Tun) Husseln 01111 to shep fer o

.___:.. - . . ! S ',"

her ma,rrlage te Asha:n Abdulleh m
1948

“The Umne memherslu then Was
Iargely made up of members of the
“royal families. and the children. of -
statesmen and otherdignitaries.

Tt'was also Ibu Zain, the then su-"
permtendent of girls’ schools in Jo-

hor, -who drew AZIZah mte the
teachmg profession.” -
- Azizah, Whe was then 16 drew e

.seler of $18

“She gave her mether $15 and
used the balance to buy her first

“‘make-up” ~— Hazeline Snow — a -
‘product she uses until toda,y 'sa,ys
_her daughter Halimah.

: Azizah held ‘the pest ef Jeher

‘Baru Kaum "Ibu secretary until .

1951 as.family: respensmﬂmes

‘made it djﬂicult fer her 10 be active-

ly involved in pehtics espeela]ly et
the nationallevel. -
-But-she never stepped bemg an.

B Unmo member. She is till today the

permanent chairman -of the Kam-

C T

her Beru

. Apart frem her leve fer teachmg
end politics, Azizah was also a.pro-.
~Hific erter centnbuﬁng articles
“-and shortstories to magazines such.

e,s Mustika,and Ibu Melayu.

“ Despite hemg confined to her hed ;
mest of the timethese days rea,dmg___ |

hrmgs muchjoytoher.

“Her face lights: up. every tlme We |
brmg her newspapers. or ‘maga--
~zines,” says Habibah, who is the di-

rector ef ‘Universiti -+ Teknologi

~ Malaysia’s Internetlehal Educetlen

Centre

Amzah S eldest daughter Ma,rl-

am, 57,is a teeehermWeshmgten o
 while her second - daughter;- Hal-
imah, 55, is a retlred teacher m.l

Kua,la, Lumpur
‘Another daughter Hamldah 52

' is.a diplomat inJakarta, while Luq-
: mamﬂhak]m 42,is abusinessman. |

“Our mother comes from a family

ef teachers end educehenahsts'
‘who did. net amass any materlal

we alth.

" “Toher, the hest lega,cy she ceuldﬂ-

i “leaveusisa seund educa,tlen ” a,ddS{
- _Ha.blbeh

ki

Az:zah Ahmad’si?'leg
_“to her children is a
;.._{_}.-?.seund ed ucatmn

'
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