W By Eileen Ng
- news@nst com. my

| KUALA LUMPUR Educa,tlon

 Minister. Datuk Seri Hisham-

'muddin Hussein has admitted - |

there were some teething prob-

lems i in the unplementatron of
" the “National

‘righttrack.

He said the weaknesses were 4

- beyond the ministry’s control.
‘Among the problems were

clean water and eleotrlclty sup- - . 

- plytoschools.”

“While the problem of drink-
- ing water can be overcome, itis "
harder fo ensure all so_hool_s re-

_ceive continuous electricity.

“Many rural schools rely on -

| generators for electricity. This

- requires us to fork out about

‘BRM1 billion a year on diesel

“alone to power the generators

Itis a huge sum.”

He added that the ministry

- was looking into the possibility

~of producing eleotrlelty via hy---f

brld-sola,r panels.
- However, this Would take
~ time before it could be lmple-
. mented, |

“We need to have a p]lot pro-
ject to see if it is viable,” he said
when unveiling the blueprint’s
mid-year report card in parlia-
~ Ministry and the National Co-

ment yesterday

- Launched in Januery the
blueprint details the strategies

performance index on

‘angd

goals such as producing able
. and confident human capital by -
gthemng national -

2020,  stren
- schools, improving racial inte-

gration and boosting exce]lent )

“school clusters.

There was-also a problem of

" co- -operation between the min-

“istry and the Public Works De-
~partment, but Hishammuddin
was confident both could work
on building quality schools and

‘computer laboratories.

On unity and integration, the
‘report stated that the ministry
had introduced a programme
called e-Integrasi nvolving 527
primary schools, which is set to

_ ‘take off this month.

Toreduce the IT gap hetween |
~urban and rural children, pri-
-~ ority is given to infrastructure,
| _software o,nd trammg Of the |

'Education
- Blueprint, desprte bemg on the

~ to provide electricity
| rural schools

‘Malaysia to stren
: management of sohool CO-0p-
eratives. .

‘Datuk Seri Hishammuddin
- Hussein says the ministry is

spending up to RM1 billion
for

“total 1 579 computer la.b pro-

jects, 110 had been completed,

~while another 724 or 40 per
‘cent are under construction.

To encourage more partrcr-

__ -'patlon in co-curricular activi-
.~ ties, the ministry will work to-

gether with the Entrepreneur
and Co-operative Development

operative  Organisation of

gthen -the

The report also stated that.

" the ministry was in the final
“stage of preparing a Malaysia

Teachers’ Standard (Standard

Guru Malaysia or SGM) as a
quality standard reference for -

all teachers nationwide. .
SGM s an early-warning sys-
tem so that teachers will be
sensitive to the need to upgrade .-
their knowledge slo]ls and per-

_sonahty

‘On teachers training cen- -

tres, eight institutes are being

upgraded while another three
will be furned into teaching

- 'schools to strengthen teachmg '
skills.

The full oontent of the Imd—_j_
year report will be available-
soon on the mmlstry s webs,lte
at www.moe.gov.my. -
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