' _'A TRADE deal between the |

'US and Malaysia, its tenth

Jlargest trading partner, will -
fail without fast- track status
that will bypass Congres-
“sional serutmy says Minister

of International Trade and

Aziz.

hnegottatlons for a pact that

- began last

| year
”‘_stumbled

~Adeal was supposed to. be_f’-_}-_
R concluded by the end of last -

month,  before - Pres1dent
George ‘W. . Bush’s

Industry Datuk Ser1 Raﬁdah
MalaYSIa and the US are 11'1[-
officials. ‘say- could double |

trade by 2010. Ta]ks Whl(:h_f_..
have.;_'_'__-

“fast-

- track™ authorlty, or- Trade

‘Promotion Authority,

_pired, to H.“V()ld a hostlle Con-:iiﬂ'_'

'__"gress

~_there was no point in con-

cluding one right now even if -

- both sides managed to skirt

around - all outstandmg 1s-
sues..

. “Let’sbe practlcal about 1t -
: --_Flrst of all, he (Bush) has to .

“get  fast-track ~authority,”"

" Rafidah said on the sidelines -
- of the Asia-Pacific. Economlc
Cooperation - meetlng 111
-;'Calrns Australia. |
“Otherwise it cannot be

."f.1mplemented We can sign it,

~ but it cannot be enforced”
‘because of Congress

- Susan Schwab, Bush’s top
trade negotiator who is also |

~in Cairns, said a renewal of
authorlty B

~ the President’s
‘was needed urgently. -

- A Trade Promotion Au-
'_-thority will allow Bush to

~send the agreement to Con-

Raﬁdah Sald yesterday"i |

US trade representatwe Susan Schwab (front Ieft) and Rafldah in the mtdst of dlscusswn at
~the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperataon Trade Mlnlsters meetlng m Calms yesterday —
Bloomberg ptcture | |

gress for a stralght vote.-_____

~Without one, Congress can
‘propese. amendments, - ask -

_for more protectionist meas-
ures, delay the approval pro-
cess or ask - ‘Malaysia for

more access to its markets. -

“Our trading partners and_ﬁ .
competltors are already ne-

gotiating and closmg trade
- deals.

-~ tion Authorlty to ensure that
the US can best advance our

around the world,” = i issues left on the table
‘Schwab said in a statement "
on June 29. “The President
‘— indeed every president —.

- should have - Trade Promo-

_country S trade mterests .
- - Rafidah said negotlatlons
“are ongoing, but only via “e--
- mail ‘and telephone at the
i'.,.rmoment |

“We've - never . stepped *

’-she said-in Cairns yesterday
“The_fact that we are not -
- going back and forth is only

“because there are just some

Uus negottators
in “the -
award of Malay51an govern-
‘ment contracts. Malaysia.is "

B also Southeast Asu:-t S largest

have_
‘sought a more Open and
“transparent policy -

oar market but is eurrently
- protected in favour of loeal
manufaoturers |
.Malaysia has eomplamed
about access to certain sec-
tors in the US market
 “The only thing we 've sald
1s that any request: does not
‘impinge on :our domestle
pollcy ” Rafidah said.~
‘Schwab said last year: that
‘a free-trade pact with Malay-
-sia was one of her depart-"
- ment’s prlormes ‘Two-way -
_trade was valued at US$44 -
- hillion (BEM152" bllhon) 111
2005 — Bloomberg
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