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Co o e Badawi “on - issues where we needed -

KUALA Lm{PUR Maia;yma has heen - supportand leadershlpfmm certam Is-

 giventop ratings for semnganexample lannﬁcemmes |

~of pea;ceﬁﬂ €O~ emstence m 1ts dwerse_ " “The.prime: m:tmsters have always

Somety - respended ‘whether it was a. q“ueshon

F{}rmer Umted Na,tmns secretary- -of assistance in Timor Leste or in other”

general and Nobellaureaté Kofi Annan . ' partsof the world: Infact; after the war -

" praised Malaysia for heing a. relaﬂvely ~between Lebanon and Israel, Malaysia -

peaceﬁll country. despite its ﬁultural ‘was one of the-countries to offer its

---- d]ﬁ‘erences and different faiths. - *- troops so that we could putan. interna-

" “Khas managed the ethnic mix bet- . tional stabilisation foree in the south of .
ter than any other society that I -can- -~ Lebamn toseparatethe forces.”

- think of. The Malaysian-society Wthh- - Annan also-called for a cleamr voice,

~ eelebrates both unity and dlversﬁy isa’ of the moderate. majomy “Where reli-

. message- that should he shared w1th - gion is exploited; it is often by an ex-
the rest of the world. 2 {remistminority to support their cause,,

“T have nodoubt. that there are dlﬁ- .~ hewever brutal. What is sad is that thfa

= cu]nes in any nation a,ttemptmg to im- > majority don’t speak out. ‘They keep™

_ prove conditions and their way: of life. -~ quiet and the i impression is that theex-

There may, be problems-in’ Malays.la Aremists gpeak for.the- rehglon and
but-it’s all relative. Look aroumd: YOu, make others resentthe religion.” :

. and compare ‘it with other-situations, - .- He said the current debate was Ijsw |
~You will find that your country has the a]ly between thosewho saw the West as
best perspective.™ ‘ threatenmg their beliefs; their future -

Speaking to farezgn and lﬁcal jeur-' ~and: their political “aspirations, and
na]]sts here yesterday, Annan praised - those inthe West who saw Islam_ as an
the Malaysmn léadership, whichhe de- - extremist religionand who took the ac-
“~seribed as ever-rea,dy fo prowde ald fo “tivities and statements hy extrenusts as .
(_}ther countriesinneed. s represenhng Islam. - g

- “Over the-past 10 years as the UN Imshﬂlatthemajemtyweuld spea,k'--
Secretary general, | was often on the. - up ‘I think "Malaysia. has a, voice. and
phene wﬂ:h fﬂrmer pmne m]mster Tun should use 11; more oﬂ;en P g
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