KUALA LUMPUR. The long- Kl
~ awaited ‘master plan for the
~' Northern Corrldor ‘Economic -
- Region (NCER) ‘is- set- for~
~launch by ‘the end ‘of the J8
~month, with .socio-economic
development as the. main -
~ thrust of -the government S

- growth agenda.

Datuk Ahmad Zuhlr Mur- :f;f
~ shid, the group chief executive -
“of Sime Darby Bhd, whichled - §

“in preparing the groundwork_f-} B

for the deveIOpment blueprint, -

inister Datuk Seri - 35

Abdullah Ahmad - Badawi - L
‘would - launch the Northern Lo
‘Corridor — covering Perlis,
Kedah, Penang and northern.'

~said Prime Mi

| Perak—onJuly 30.
-Abdullah - is

NCIA TAKES OVER

- and Penang and northern Per- -

ak the following day.

 The Northern Comdor is

—one of the regions identified =
" under the Ninth Malays 1a Plan o
(2006-2010) for the promotron e
~of balanced: and equitable na-
tiorial economic development.  Im
The economic - Tegion, with

- turing and services, is to be

- developed over a per:lod of -

 more than 20 years.

- “We are looking at the perl--.- |
od from now to 2025 covering
four Malaysia Plans. We have -
completed the master plan, -
“which is under phase one, and
~ presented it to the National
- Implementation Task Force

(NITF) last week. We: will hand
it over on July 30 to.the prime

~ Convention Centre here.

~Chaired by the prime minis-
ter, NITF has formed a Private .
- Sector - Investment - Adwsory_ |

Panel to examine various is-

sues affecting the private sec-

tor The pane] holds regular

mate

Development prOJects target local mvestors
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Kulim Hi-Tech Park into a
premier industrial park.
Others include building

coastal roads to help develop
agriculture ventures, not just
- padi but also aquaculture. Al-
so in the pipeline are irrigation
~and flood mitigation schemes -
- and tourism. clusters on the-‘

malnland

- Perak will see, among
- ers,
__Northern and Eastern Corri-

~dors and upgrading of the"
“Fast-West nghwa hetween -

Grik and Jeh

Others include ‘extending
- the E&E cluster to Taiping and
for Selama to be a cluster for

modern husbandry.
‘The Belum and Grik areas

will be developed for eco-
tourism -as well as herbal
farms and biotech research

actmues

© (NCIA),” said
three main economic thrusts, -
namely agrrculture manufac-

under

.ters C |
. The master plan also pro-' |
~ poses. the appointment of a.
CEO and a board of directors,

Johor. |
- “As opposed to the Iskandar K
| Reglonal Development . Au-
thority (IRDA), the NCIA will
- not be an authority
- stop centre. We will be respon- -
sible for economic and somal :
development.”
" While IRDA mvolves a sin-
.. gle state, NCIA covers four

oth-
linkages  between the

Our (Slme Darhy s) hasu:';
o -role is to . draw up - the
-_ hlueprmt Once that is ready .--
and launched, we will hand
“over to the implementation
body, the Northern Corridor

plementation - Agency

\hmad Zubir.

the

well as some cabmet minis-

with representatives of sele_ct-

- ed government agencies.

‘He said while representa?

| unportant independent non-
- executive directors from the
- private sector would also be
appointed to prowde the nec-
) essary mpnt |

NCER AND IDR

ment Region (IDR) in southern

states.

- On Whether the NCER o
‘would attract as much in-
‘vestor interest as the Iskan- .
dar, Ahmad Zubir said: “It is
- slightly different. In the . IDR,
~ youneed foreign investment to
come in because it is also a fi-
‘nancial and serviceshub.” =~
For the Northern Corrldor -
- the focus is on local investors,

_ economic activity - ]
~a third of the tourists to
o "Malaysra wsrt that area and

nor a OIIB- |

Under hase two Ahmad,_ .
o] | Zuhn' S&ld the plan had pro-
R posed to sohdﬂjz

“.:_f?;-foundatlon ‘become more fo-;
@ - cused on the selective zoning
| that we have hlghhghted and

B - involvement in the infrastruc- -
. _ L | ture. Phase four-is where the:_;'
e T -'_puhhc and _ private -sectors’
| .Datuk Ahmad Zl.lbll' Murshrd
- says the main thrust is addlng
e ?.value to exlstmg mdustnes
due’ to wsrt -
Kedah and Perlis on July 30,

- startto exchange roles .there-

~7 " “Eventually, the prwate sec-___.___-
o tor will play the major role in
'J _phase five. So what we are do- .
-ing is that, phases two and

three will be public (sector-

driven) and: phases three and -
four will lean towards more

prwate undertakings. .

“By 2012, the private sector?"
- takes over when the mfras
= tructure is in place § he sa1d
"He said the proposed NCIA .
. ‘was- responsible for- imple-

- menting the detailed planning -
initiative and -
| launchmga one-stop centreas
- well as “quick” projects.
. Itis proposed that the NCIA
“be a government body undera
council 10 be chaired by the
prime minister and compris-
ing the deputy prime minister, -
the chief minister of Penang
. and -the menteris besar of

~ Perlis, Kedah and. Perak, as
minister,” Ahmad . Zubir told

‘Bernama at the Sime- Darby

SECOND LOWE ST
HOUSEHOLD ]NCOME

rural development, which are’
the dominant factors behind
the. socio-economic lnequah-
ties in Malaysia. |

The figures are revealin
Ahmad Zubir pointed out that

- the Northern Corridor would

“cover only about seven per Malaysia aimed at, among

cent of the land area,.or 2.4 - others, increasing agricultur- |
‘million hectares, of the four cal exports The main task is to
states, yetit accommodates 60 -
per cent of the comhmed pop-

- ulation of these states.

Of the people in this region,

two thirds are in the padi-
tion from the four states was
dlalogue sessions and meet-

~ ings with the private sector to
-seek input on how to improve .
“the country S mvesnnent ch-_ .

growing areas — Malaysia's

rice bowl. But-the area sees

relatively few other forms of
— less than

o especlally in agrlcultural de-—“
.' - velopment and infrastructure.
' Ahmad Zublr spelt out the

- differences between the NCER -
and the Iskandar Develop-

For mfrastructure ‘besides

the main hrghways irrigation

will be the major focus in the__

‘region.
“This is where you brlng in
Jocal investors and contrac-

tors to participate. This is.the .-

‘bringing in local investors;, lo-

“cal compames and local con-

tractors

NCER FOR THE RAKYAT

“The NCER prowdes more.-
opportunities for the rakyat:

in line with the prime minis-

- ter’s promise in the prewous |
-general election. '

“Thls is meant to create _'

further the -

B “more than three-
- look at catalytic projects that -
~can be improved- further:...

- looking at economic and soc1al
focus areas, developing priori- -
ty mfrastructure and then the =
_. ,_human capital”. -
“Phases two and three wﬂl
» see more of the puhllc (sector)

- aquaculture,

beauty of the NCER as op-

posed to the Southern Corri-
dor, where you are talkmg .
about forelgn and big compa-
nies. Here, in NCER, you are

“ther

N ST-—-' \‘;

» manufacturmg investments in -

--_.-Mala 51a are m thlS northern
“belt. -

It | is httle wonder then that
(uarters of

~the households here have an

- average ~annual . income of

~around RM2,000. per house-
“hold, the lowest among the six .
" regions in the. country except
~ for the east coast.

. “This is our greatest chal- |
lenge — 10 bring about a- bal-
-ance in the income level and .
--also 10 “eradicate hard-core .
~ poverty by 2010 ” Ahmad Zu--
B bll‘ said.

“ will be greater mvol, ent of
the private sector.. |

Malays1a anns to halve the

'__;'-;current 5.7 per cent poverty -

rate and eradicate hard-core -
- poverty by 2010. Twenty-nine .
“per cent of the hard-core poor -
“are in the Northern Corridor.

“This is the main thrust of -

‘the Northern Corridor initia-

~ tive in the economic and social -
. development. agenda, that is
- adding value to the existing in- -
dustries so that they can deliv-
- ~erwith social equity. -

' “These are very key i 1ssues
L he stressed o T
“crease the value of medical

o o tourlsm and tourism spend-
ln deveIOpmg the Northern o POTENTIAL OF THE NORTH
‘Corridor, emphasis will be on

agricultural produetivity and '

UNLEASHINGTHE

‘For the . agriculture push

ing. - Ahmad Zubir said it was en- -
visaged that NCER would be-

come a modern food zone of

increase income as well as the |
export level of the region and -

- improve the yleld quahty of
padi.

The focus areas in terms of

“agriculture include fisheries, -
animal. hus-
‘bandry, fruits and vegetahles
-and also herbal products.

“In the agriculture sector

. A . v L . . . (-
A oo t. ! -
- - . . . K .
.= - '
A .
-
L
|
l -
'
- .

.only about 2() per cent of the __ _curlty

 “What we are ‘doing i is un-
f'leash]ng the potential of the
“north, not creating somethmg
- new butunleashingit,” =

are stlll the 1ssues
Besides” that; NCER also

planned to tap the. potential of -
~ “the . downstream - industries

~with the development of -an
“agro park where . _products

turmg sector positioned as a

_hi-tech electronic hub. It is al-
80 looking at developing the -
“workforce - and . value-added.
level of the electrical and elec- s
tromc (E&E)sector. - -
. Also earmarked for devel-'
opment are the downstream -
activities of - the - ‘automotive

and agriculture industries, in-

- cluding tapping the potentials
~ of biotechnology and develop-
- ing materials from some sus-
‘tainable agricultural crops, as-
- well as the oil and gas sector.

- Under tourism, NCER is ba-
srcally lookmg at high-yield

“tourism activities, among oth-

“ers becoming a regional entry
- point by capitalising on the ex- -

- isting infrastructure. -
NCER is also amnng to in-

ing. In this area, there are

hlueprmt with the settingupof -

a centre of excellence for mi-

cro electronics, a skills devel-

“opment centre and a research
~and development centre. .
"+ Voeational trammg and an
~agriculture faculty in a north-
_ern public university are being

‘planned as avenues for school-
leavers and to generate agri-
- culture
become modern farmers.

The skills centre w1]l tra]n_
'-15-year -olds. -

-“We found that 26 000 peo-' |
ple drop out-every year, and =
10,000 of- them are- 15 years

, POVBT‘W and nanon_al food se- - and below

'more value for the rakyat LW -
“bring in foreign investors only
for the E&E and the hlgh—end--

industries, like -tourism and

akyat must benefit.”

mermal—scale production.

In the agriculture sector, the

plan is to draw participation
. The blueprint is for the rakyat, - from local contractors, espe-

- cially in mfrastructure devel

opment.

“Not the huge mfrastruc

ture We are talkmg ahout up

~ “Here is where we look at
the rakyat how.the rakyat will
benefit in many ways. For i in-
- stance, in high-end tourism,
akyat can be involved in
- handicraft and the small- and
 medium-sized enterprises in
- the food business,” sald Ah-
jmad Zubir.

'th_el

gradmg roads and canals

- which the Class F, Class A and i
Class B contractors can par-_
: | 0 ticipate.
hotels while not forgettmg that.
- ther |
- Abdullah’s vision is to see
~the modernisation of the agri-
-eulture sector,. focusing on
higher value- added and com-

“We dont need super con-

- tractors-to come in and grab
. bﬂljon-ringgit proj ects g |

CHANGE AND SUPPORT

~ handle agri
gradiates, who will-

“We are lookmg at gwmgi'

_these young peopie a different

curriculum in terms of mod-.

-ern farmmg, padi_cultivation,
- agro businesses and others
. that will support the local i in- -
“were - made and processed o dustrles o sard Ahmad Zuhlr
‘putting into practice  the . .

‘waste-to-wealth concept sa1d
'?AhmadZuhlr

NCER will see themanufac- :

DEVELOPMENT IN THE
NORTHERN CORR]DOR

The master plan proposals |

mclude -an inland ¢ontainer
“depot._and developing Perlis’
_border town Padang Besar, a
- Sime Darby research centre to
.= develop seed cultivation - as
- well as a climatic frmts pro--

duction cluster. .
Penang will be made a re-

..._;glonal transportatron hub un--
'_ der theNCER. -

“Penang will basrcally focusf |

©on infrastructure, such as air-
- port.and port extensions, an
integrated public transport
~.system, a micro electronic.
centre. of excellence and the
_development of Penan City,”
-Ahmad Zubir said. -

‘The RM2.7 billion Second

~ bridge, which will link Batu
~ Maung on the island to Batu
Kawan on the mainland, is al-

so setto create spin-offs for the

~ state, especially in the proper-
 plans to develop Langkawi in- -

~ toanational tourist centretar-

- geting the high-end market. -

~ Human capital development .
features prominently in the

ty sector. The 24km bridge is

~ likely to ease the congestion at
- the present 13.5km bridge,

which is already 21 yearsold.
_The construction of the sec-

ond bridge, which will be the.
- longest crossing in Southeast
- Asia, will itself create about
- 2,000 jobs.

-The contalner 'wharves at
Penang port will be deepened -

- while on the mamland food
-processing centres (including

a halal hub) will be set up to
iculture products
from Kedah, Perlls and north |

ern Perak.

- For Kedah, the plan pI‘OpOS- '

es to enhance mternahonal "
~and health tourism in

Langkaw1 and developlng the

EI CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

| “hlueprmt and comnntm‘ent.'
- The implementing body must

be strong enough to be able to

~ carryoutthe duties.”
- Asked how confident Sime -
-Darby was about the NCER,

- Ahmad Zubir said. both the
- blueprint and its unplementa—- :

COMM]TMENT MINDSET | _ tion were “doable”.

- “It is a viable prOJect We

* have gone through every po-

To achleve SUCCeSS, Ahmad,
Zubir said the Northern Corri- -

dor needed the commitment of

~ everyone —the states, the fed-

eral government as well as the -
~ mentagencies.”

akyat

“Mindset change 1s also -
| needed because we have to
- move from the traditional
mindset to entrepreneurshlp .

There is a need for high-pro-

- ductivity modern farming and- |
~ estate management style. .
“The major challenge is the
_buy—m at the var1ous levels,
the

‘acceptance of

ment.”

tential area thoroughly. The
- key success factors will be im-

plementation, support and-

“buy-in of the public, the pri-

vate sector as well as govern-

He said the NCER was ex-
pected to create- employment -
for about half a million people

by 2012, and about a II]I]]lOI]'
peopleby 2020.

On investments expected to

flow into the Northern Corri-

dor, he said: “The prime min-
ister wﬂl make the announce-
— Bernama
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