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~as evidenced by mumerous .
. hlstorloal documents, includ- -
- ing the Reid Report, the Cob-
~ bold Commission and a 1988* that “The rehglon of Malaya
-~ shall beIslam. The- obser- -
“vance of this prl,nclple shall_,-_
‘not impose any- disability on
“nen-Muslim ‘nationals : .pro-
'-fessmg and practlsmg then'.____:
own religion, and shallnotim- = gion
ply the state is: not a seoulari_,;_-_:-:
: State - AR
Ong sald f-ormer prnne min-
| 1ster Tunku - Abdul Rahmcan! -
‘Putra Al-HaJ had said duringa
‘meeting on' April 17, 1957,
~that “the whole constitution®

t-_'Supreme Court decision. -

‘After reviewing “the. doeu-*—

ments used in the. process of .

| .:.f?--draftlng the Federal Constitu-"

- tion, the party’s secretary- -
‘general, Datuk Ong Ka-Chuan,
'_j_'sa1d Malaysia was a secular;..;
- state based on the consensus
. and social contract agreed up-

_on by the nation’s forefathers.

~~“The " documents . showed
. ~’that asecular state is the foun-

‘dation . of .the formation of
onsensus;.

'Malaya and this ¢
- 'was Inade by our- forefathers
h he said yesterday

“He said this in. reSponse to.'--"-f

-.ffthe statement by Deputy__ ;-_-I-_-*_'f.the Colomal 0 lice dated May'. |

:acoordmg to “the Alliance’s

It satd the posn;lon Was clear;f_ - o
Reid

‘memorandum |
Commission dated ‘Sept 27,

Prnne Mnnster Datuk Ser1 Na-
th TRazak on Monday -that

o ;_  Malaysia is an Islamic natien -
KUALA LUMPUB Malay51a is -

1o ‘the-
1956, it was stated on Page 19

. which has -always been  ac-
| "-’_i-'oepted that Malaya will be a-
secular state and. that there

- practise any other rehgmn )
- Ong added that all- these
-‘'was framed on the basis that .~ documents showed-a true pic-
~_the federahon would he a sec-'
. ularstate”.- - |
-Ong said notes prepared by.-. o
member and Kota Melaka MP

U secular nation. -

'___-23 1957 at the London Con-f
“ference Talks mentioned that -
“the members of the Alliance .
 that protects the rlghts of non- " delegation stressed that they -

a’ secular state mSISts the. - Muslims. -

_had no intention of creating a

Citing anesample Ong sald - Muslim - theocracy

when former MCA president, -

~who was. Finance Minister,
“Tunr'Tan Siew Sin spoke in par-
liament on July 10, 1957, in
~support of the: Constitutional -
~Bill, he said that although Is-
-lam would be the o
“this does not in any way -

ficial reli- -

derogate from the principle,

will be a complete freedom to

‘ture-of Malaysia, which is a

MCA:-. central eomnuttee

MT M -;(z,m

- Wong Nai Chee sa_ld Najlb sin-
terpretation was “not-in ac- '._f-'.government to change the sta- .

~ tusquo

‘cordancé with the spirit and =
intent of the Federal Constltu-- S
e tlon a
and- that -
Malaya would be: a seoula‘r" -

state”.
Addjtlona]ly Ong stated that L

"He: sald that the issue - of

Malaya as a secular state was .
- 'wgorously debated again dur-
ingthe 1962 Cobbold Commis-:
sion before the entry of Sabah -
and Sarawak fornnng Ma-;- e
; 1ays1a o o
Agaln the secular nature
of Malaysia ‘was reiterated as y
“having been stated in the Reid .
‘Commission. The secular na- -
. ture of our Federal Constitu-
~“tion has been the basis for our
- nation building since 1957 and_ o
-_-.._i--remforcedm1963 ST
" The Malaysian Consultative_-: -
" Council of Buddhism, - Chris- .
~ iianity, Hinduism, Sikhism and"
Taoism president, Datuk A.
“Vaithilingam, urged the gov--
ernment and. all Malaysians to
- respect the’ soc1al contract;-ﬁ

?agreed toin 1957. -
The councﬂ also strongly_\ :

“self -~ that . __
supremacy, there: was no -
doubt whatsoever that Malay

" lamic  state,”

-is due recognil

obJeoted to attempts by the

.The E laf Councﬂ Sald that in

the context of the country’s

‘history and the constitution it-

- proclaimed

51a was a secular state.

< Tt s noteworthy that- the -
"‘""fprlme minister in-his speech
delivered . at the conference -
esterday and in his propagat-
‘ing TslamHadhari has never
“referredto Malays.ta as anls-
‘the council’s

presn:lent Amblga Sreeneva—

san said.

HItis tnne that the proposx--_ y
tlon that Malay51a is.-not secu- - -
lar (which is a rewriting of the -
- constitution); be put to rest
~once and for all and that there -
| tion and reaffir-
“mmation of the clear legal and
" constitutional - position that .
- Malaysia is, and has always |
heen a seoular state |

fits ¢
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