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able "system of rehglous plurahsrn
can play an importantrole ina world - -
dangerously divided by - rellglnus
faiths, - former  United Natlons
Secretary—General Kofi Annan said.
~ He added that there was an urgent
need for dralogue for a globalised era
‘marked by rising intolerance, extre—
mism - and v1olence agamst each
other. |
| Annan said in his 1naugural lec—___
ture of the Khazanah Global Lectures
at a hotel herelast night: that the
Sept 11 terror attacks, war and tur-
moil in the Middle East, ill- consid-
ered -words and drawings have -
helped to reinforce mutual distrust
_even. -with- closer prox1rn1ty and -
improved = communications, and -
‘these “had inflamed tensions be-
tween dlfferent peoples and cul-."
tures _- Lo I S
He also said- many people in- the
‘Muslim world see“the West as a_
‘threat to their beliefs and values.
Likewise, many in. the West: drs—
mlssed Islam as a religion of extrem- .
jism and violence despite a history of-
relations in commerce, cooperatlon
and cultural exchanges, he added.
~“Jt is vital that- we overcome these - at a hotel in Kuala Lumpur._
resentments and establish relatlons. S e
“of trust between communities, © “Malay51a can. he{p o
“We must start reaffirming - and showing a’ differént face to t__if'fef.;
not demonstrating -~ that the prob- - :wor]d one'*Wheredlff -rrng’"”peop
‘lem is not the faith; it is the faithful<" 1ith ' :'j"'fpeaCefull --
-and how they behave towards eachl};:-;_-j-ff Ll T
other.. = . =

Frledy meetin Annan shakmg handa wi’rh Abdullah durmg"'sess:on of the Khazanah Global ectures
[y "'_._'-"__lth them'is. Abdullah_’s_ wife, Datin S_erl_‘Jeanne Abdullah. R

nsaldm:.
ryone.te 1_:! return to the hurna-

healthy balance between rellglous

__.__.._dngma and the mastery of knowl-
edge needed to tackle modern glob- |

R Speak:.__;
-:e--féllth in lslam

al challenges
On Malay51a Annan sald the

‘country was very fortunate because

‘of how it was developed through its-

-_1nceptlon as a nation.

- “The complex mathematrcs of |
‘ethnicity and rellglon in the country

meant that a- delicate” system. of

‘managing pluralism has evolved.

“Few other countries in the world
have been so: consrstently at peace
with such a diverse rnlx of race and
rehglon "he added. . -

“Annan also said Malaysra S unrque
expenence of development offereda
~more ‘appropriate model for fess
~ developed countrles in Afrrca to |
- learnfrom. - - o

He added. that the growmg divide
- between developed and developing
“nations would be more easily

bndged if there was stronger South—

South cooperation.
“Annan later took. part in a ques-

tion-and-answer session: with stu-
“dents of local universities through a.
~ live video link and also answered

questlons from the floor. .

‘The lecture.. was’ part of Kha-
zanah's Merdeka Series of lectures,
semlnars and forums. |

Managing director of Grameen

Bank Prof Mohammad Yunus will
on Aug 15, while former

.

nr. :

" World Bank chief econorist Joseph
Stlglltz would present hrs speech on

Aug 29
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