Malay3|a welm .omes appomtmen! AoJfUS

KUALA LUMPUR Prlme MllllStEl'-:'
Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi

‘has- - welcomed Washlngton S

appomtment of a spe(:lal envoy to

Conference (OIC). -
- Abdullah, who is OlC chalrman

sees the move as the United States’
_recognltlon of the 1mp0rtance and

the nece551ty of engaging the 57-

-member grouplng of Islamlc coun—
- tries.
R | h0pe the US wﬂl hsten to the
the -Organisation of the Islamlc ~ 0IC as an organlsatlon and not just .
L - choose to engage with 1nd1v1dual-_
_states,” he said yesterday. -
Us Pre51dent George W. Bush

announced in’ Washlngton on

‘Wednesday the appointment of
the special envoy | with. hopes of

‘bolstering ties with the Islamic
- world ancl lmprovmg the Us-

image.

Bush said the spec1al envoy woulcl o
~ listen to and learn from. representa-

tives from Muslim states, and would

share with them America’s views

%“\\?20@7

and values,
The United: States never hacl a.

- dlplomat dedicated to dealing w1th-___ |
the OIC, the world’s second largest

international organisation after the
) - ointment would provide an avenue

for dialogue and co-operation bet—
‘ween Washlngton ancl OIC
_Bernama : e

Unlted Nations. "

“The Foreign Mlnlstry 1ssued a
- statement yesterday, saying that
Malaysm as chalrman of the 10th-

nvoy to OIC

lslamlc Summlt Conference hopecl
the spemal envoy could enhance

ment and the OIC

It said Malaysia hnped the app-
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