When IPF pre3|dent Tan Srl M G Pandlthan announced that hIS Iong tlme foe MIC preS|dent Datuk Sen S Samy

Vellu ‘would be the guest- -of- honour at the IPF general assembly on July I some feIt that thls meant IPF wOUld

jsoon be dlssolved The party s future W||I be known tomorrow
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KUALA LUMPUR Tomorrow will be« B
“a historic day for both the MIC and -
once"

“Indian Progressive Front (IPF) -
“bitter rivals, now friends.

" For the first time, MIC. pre51dent-;f*
;i*-Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu will open
- the ‘IPF's ‘general assembly, at the -
“invitation of its president Tan Sri. -
- M.G." Pandithan, at Menara PGRM'

* tomorrow

R ThEII‘ teamlﬁg Up 15 EXIJECtEd tG
transform the political scenario con- -
and
“many feel the “partnership” will be
for the. betterment of the commu—__‘-s-j_

~eerning the Indian: communlty

E -mty

" f_overseas

. Justa year ago many would have B
scoffed at the idea of Samy Vellu and

;}---:Pandlthan being friends again.

 Now, with the teaming up, many
IPF members are uneasy over their:

_pres1dents efforts to. become pals

. The assembly hacl been ortgmallyw*--*
___'_f,_scheduled for last Sunday but was
. postponed as Samy Vellu was with -
-Prime Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah -

“at the IPF ceramah-in Taman Seri Cahaya in Aprll It was the ftrst tlme
-_they appeared together |n pubhc m elght years | TS
" Ahmad Baclaw1 on an ofﬁc1al visit
S . w1th the MIC S
| Pandlthan brushecl asrde such'
_newspaper. claiming that IPF would
'soon be dissolved but Pandlthanv
remains unfazed.. - |
 Pandithan has said that he wou]d .
reply to the allegatrons tomorrow, - -

_opposmon saying that it was the -
~work of a group of dissidents who
-were out to. tarnlsh the party sf
":1mage
The “d1551dents have been havmg__

'!and close aldes say he is eXPECtEd to .
_pour ‘cold water on the clalms thatf
the party may be dissolved. - -
" After all, Pandithan has always
'said that he wanted the IPF building -
_to remain as a symbol of the 17-year
struggle and work for the better-
~ment of the underclass in the com- -
- __murnty IPF Youth chref Ravr Sankarj

W Sald

- to the future.-

""Burymg the.hatchet. Samy Vellu (Ie t)'-j-{and Pandlthan shaklng hands -

a ﬂeld day makmg all sorts of allega-' e
tions via the Makkal Osai-vernacular -

ed to forget our differences and

- work with' the' MIC ” he salcl in a
recent mtemew -
Pandtthan campalgned for Barlsan

" 'by-election in April an b
"~ attended the MIC general assembly .

‘Nasional party leader-
;,,_-regarded Samy Ve
- -'was.a party vice-pr
~ MP and parliamentary secretary to

“the Trade and InduStl'Y Mrmstry in
June 1988 |

s 0 whether he regretted hls-
S past -allegations - against Samy -
- Vellu, Pandithan said- he had de-

- cided to forget the past and look--_i o
: _ o - a fast-to-death effort to prove that

" “Let’bygones be bygones lt is not - he was not guilty
E fall‘ to talk about old issues,” he said, -

“adding that Samy Vellu had been

magnanimous. in - accepting hlS

| "-tnendshtp without condition.

‘His animosity turned to admlra-;_-

" _could only expel hi
,_ _body” aryd tﬁreatefl‘Ed to fast to |
. tion when Samy Vellu visited him - death until all charges$ agalnst hlm |
-~ while he was recuperatmg in hOSpl— |

© tallastyear.
“l had thought of the an1m051ty_
‘and how it had not brought any ben-

. efit to the community. I then decid-

Nasmnal’ K Parthlban in the l]0k

and had also

‘where he was accorded aseat onthe
stage'in May, a first fgr a non—Bartsan .

‘Pandithan, who- ‘had always“
1lu as his men-

nks in MIC and |

tor, rose up the ran |
P -esident, Tapah

~He was sacked aftel‘ embarkmg on

of the charges

agalnst him, of inciting. v1olence and |

y funrest within the party.

2 that the MIC |

e had declarem “over his dead

were dropped. :
“He also brought . along a cofﬁn- -_

v with him to the MIC headquarters In

protest . |
After being expelled from MIC on

July 16, 1988, pandlthan ‘tried - to
" return to the party but was unsuc-— .

cessful L
In August 1990 he formed IPF
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