UALA LUMPUR: Deputy Prime:
stﬁr Da’mk Serl Naalb Abdul

- accorﬂmg to the Westem |
| definition of secular, non—secular -ﬁ

I --“;.fj-;.;IslaImc or. mnmlslamlci

P«azak 531‘1 yesterday Malaysia is mat ,. It

cular state, but an Islamic state

-_ i-dh%én by the ﬂmdamemais of Islam: e

. f[slam is.the officia
E -Malaysw is-andslamic statezan
~Islamic state that respects . the nghts
2 af the neannshms anﬁ We prﬂb:-':ct

.....

- n-ccammem on concerns that

1o an Istamic state, and Whether
_Ma]aysm is one. - S
.- “L'want to correct you (rep orter),
: 'that we have: ‘never,never been a

~ secular state: Secular by Wesiern -
“definition means: separatmn of the

- Islamie principles in the way We

| g@vern the country,” he said. -

l.that prineiple. Malaysia has always
‘been driven by, and adhere to, the -

| -i(rep()rter’s) premise is wmng”

He was speaking to reporters afterﬁ

-_:_f_'bpenmg th,e Insﬁtu‘te of Islamlc L ---'__:_;does m}t want fo be steret}typed

mhgwxbaﬁd

| ain wlar &6 I&YSIa e .
{is moving fram a sec gwemmem .

-.-—.n

- :__.-_’Understandmg Malaysza s (Tkim) -

-~ two-day international conference on
'fi;-.-..;_-?-f"‘ﬁale of Islam.lc States ina Globahsed
_f_?'h_"'W{}ﬂ AN
“But 'we have never abdlcated frm
.",’_:_".,Dat'lﬂi Serl Abdu]lah Ahmad Badam s

oY speeeh
fundamantals of Islam ...so your - .

E&T N&]lb read Pmme : ":;-'.‘ter

“To. another questlon, Na,;:tb sald the

federal constitution provides Islam as .
- the official religion in Malaysia and 1t

Told that {}ppasm{m paﬂy PAS

n has a different perception of : an-

- Islamic state, Na]lb gmd “PAS
-_'-has its own version’and we have
| .ourown mterpretatwnf’ S

- Asked about concerns that
L -aﬁer Malaysia took over the .

-] chmrmaﬁshlp of OIC, nothmg

¥ |- much was done to. solve the:;

s DIOblems in'Irag; he sald there
e are two &des to. .IC :

Oneis an econ@m_lc face

e . Whmh takes initiatives to h@ld |
- | Torumsandconferencesin.
o Tf:-Malays;a for yorung enh*epreneurs- :

SETE R .r‘ﬁ |

~and women. - - -
“’Ifhe otherside ab&mt Iraq mvalves N
major powers. Our ability to mﬂuence

“-the ‘major powers is somehow
limited,” hie said.

On anmher matter Céncemmg the
free trade agreement with the Umted

- {__-I-.,States he said discussions are
on-going and he is not sure if
‘everything can be concluded before

~ “the expiry of the present US cangress '
S term of {}ﬂi{}e

s
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