:werld that is rapidly moving ahead. -

"_.-,":cali ane Mlnlster latuk ‘Seri

- Abdullah Aljmad Badawi- yesterday
_outlined four imperatives for Islamic .-
* statesto reclalm the gelden Iegacy ef}

_"the Is]amic era Lo

“In gnnng NLushm states a wake-up
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SO Py ”We must cemmlt ourselves to
newsdeskathesuri j f enhancmg our competitiveness in- -
S o order to'play a eontributingrole to the .
: -_KLIALA LUMPUR Mushm COLII‘Itrles';_}_ﬁ_’_if._:_;j_-*'

~ cannot remain mere spectators.but -
_need to seek a more active role if the |
-'-l-‘-islarnic Understanding Malaysia's
- (ikim) internatianal conference on. -
- "Role of Islamic States in.a Globalised -
.;-r_-fwerld" here, Abdullah saxd Mushm;':

_f_g-adyancement of human cwmsatron ..
'?jh936mi "
“In.his address at. the lnstitute of-..__.. -

‘states should: | |
“ M renew the spmt of umty amnn gf
e Mushms - (A

» revwe thEII‘ economlc pOSlthl‘I

- jnvest in.education and: sknls and bu:ldmg a;:--_

_knowledgeable society; and -

~ » establish social JUStICe based on t:meless ISlame-* |
prmc:ples PR :
- 'trhis speech, delwered by Deputy ane Mlntster__; |
| Datuk Seri Najib Abdul Razak, Abdullah. said 15lam is’

a global faith that: bII‘IdS many pet)ple the werid over;._.-_ |

* ina. common bond. -
. “And yet, we ﬂnd ourseives pltted agamst each*
. _--other Sunnis against Shi‘ites; liberals against funda-
- mentals‘and, most traglcally, even the Palestmzans
- ,_-'.agamst Palestinians.” >~
-+ Inthis-context, he satd Muslzms must also renew
_-;.thelr understanding of islam and put aside any sec-
-~ tarian differences which ceuld Iead to division and -
~conflictamong them. -~~~ © -~
- Ultimately, we must begm to meve beyond pblf—f-ﬁ.
tncs and conflict, and focus on the issuies that truly
“-goncern us as an-ummah - tackling poverty elimi-
~ nating iiliteracy, cemhatlng |gn0rahce and ratsmg the
yequa" ol
Agydullah who'is the current chai’rman of the*'
“ Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC), asked
~ how Muslim countries were going to accountfor the -
. -fact that despite being so blessed with natural -
- ‘resources, they largely remain poor and backward.
. Asit stands, the Muslims’ share of the global_ __
;_‘45-_?;_':ecenomy s poor Abdullah lamented.

of life,” he said.-
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