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'_’KUALA LUMPUR: Prime

o Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah -
Ahmad Badavv1 will launoh a

'x-:'r--_.masterplan o spur growth and

boost income levels in the
~ Northern Corridor Economic
- Region (NCER), which is home

10 4.29 IIll]llOIl people in Kedah
8 - development, isto be
- developed over a period of
‘more than 20 years. '
- ~Sime Darby Bhd has been |
| -g1ven the job of dravv;ng up |

i '-today |
At the launeh to be alred
l1ve over RTM, Abdnllah iS.

expected to unvetl a slew of

projects aimed at transformmg |

- and.expanding the agricultural,
manufacturing, logistics and
tourlsm sectors of the

~ mnorth,covering the states of
- Perlis, Kedah, Penang and
_‘northern Perak.
‘The Northern Corrldor one
| of the regions identified nnder
the Ninth MalaysiaPlan for the
- promotion of balanced and ¢

equitable natienal economic .

the comprehensive
development blueprint vvhleh
covers four Malaysia plans,

“from 2007 to. 2095 |
 The event in Kedah the ﬁrst

Stop in the premler s two- day

“visit to the four’ States willbe:

held at the Muda: Agrleultnral

Development Authority (Mada)
_area where Abdullah is also
‘scheduled to launch Mada s

estate management

N ‘programme. o .
- Abdullah is also due to v131t
Perlis later today where he

will be opening the Seed
Research and Development

Centre initiated by Sime Darby

‘Under the plan, Perhs will

-;'_fave an: mland oontamer depot,
~border town development, seed -
--production’ centre and ollmatlo
frult cluster programmes

Perhs and Kedah have- been

earmarked as the nation S_ C

prem1er food produotmn
_ centre, using modern -

S agmoultural management

praotlces and management.
Tomorrow , he will unvell
plans to eonvert Penang ;jnto a
_regional loglstlos hub i 1n |
Buttervvorth - s
He is also due to launch the
nevv RapldPenang bus service.:

~His final stop will be in

Perak where he vvﬂl announoe '

plans to turn Perak intoa =
~human capital development
centre. He is scheduled to
launeh a centre of skills:

. o i exoellenee and the educatlon

IIllIllS’[I'y s Pintar programme
“According to Sime Darby

Group chief executive Datuk: _;;
aouvmes 1n the agrloultural

- Seri Ahmad Zubir Murshld

. eradicating poverty is' ofne of l:he

ohallenges in the NCEB

mltlatlve : :
. The regron aooounts for 17%
of Malaysian households hvlng

“in poverty and 29% of .
-~ Malaysian households llvmg in"
hardoore poverty.

“The monthly average
household incomein the -
“region is at-a relatively low. of
- RM2,477 - the lowest among:
. the six regions in the oountry
except for the east coast. -

- “This is our greatest
ohallenge to br1ng about a
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balanoe in the“moome level -
~and also to eradicate: hardoore

- poverty by 2010 2 he told a
SN IBernama

Malaysaa anns to halve the
poverty rate at gl

eradloate hardcore 'povertyvb

Under the plan the target is

" .to increase average padl yteld a

heotare from four tonnes:to

__'-elght tonnes in 2012;:and to-
~ accelerate the eleotrleal and
" ¢lectronics “sector’s move

_ towards higher value-added
activities such as design and

i -‘f '-;i.,:f?ii':'researoh and develépment.

Key tounsm assets suoh as

--J-.

';_-35--}:;enhanoed to atl:raot h1gher~
| "-t{-__3'§;f':':-'jfiiYIeldlﬂg tourists. - -
" ‘he initiative also plans to -

'develop new: industries in'the

~_regionsuch asithe cultivation -

""”'-of new commercial crops and

e promotlon of downstream

.thers_ molude promotlng

PSRN

W man"‘jf":_;-aoturmg activities

sueh as bloteohnology, sustaln-'
'able materials‘and oil and gas. .

~The plan includes

~leveraging on the N CER’

well-established transport

,_ infrastructure and
*geographical proximity.to
~ Thailand and Sumatra to

~ become the processing, -

- loglstlos and trade centre for
- the Indonesia-Malaysia--
~_Thailand Growth Triangle -
| _(IMT—GT) Bernama o
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