G Fina]ly'ryou are handing over

the reins to your deputy. It was
years ago when you first made
this announcement.

A: The truth is that T am seven

years late in retiring. Over the
years, I have said many times that
I would retire but it never hap—
pened.

This was because the pa.rtys
top leadership never accepted my
resignation. After the party elec-
tions in August 2005, when we

had many new leaders, [t6ld my-

self that enough was enough.

Since there was a good succes-

sion plan, and with the party more

stable than ever, it is the best time

for me to go.

Q: Was Dr Koh Tsu Koon your
“appointed” successor?

A: Dr Koh wasnot my choice. The
party leadership felt he was abet-~

ter. choice. But the incumbent
(deputy president Kerk Choo

Ting) got angry and accused me of

betraying him (for supporting Dr
* Koh in the election for the No 2 po-
sition).

-1 had no-reason to support Dr
Koh and retire 18 months later.
But I must say that Dr Koh has the
intellectual capacity and a better
grasp of things..

Q: Didn’t Kerk deserve to be
president after serving as num-
ber two for 15 years?

A:Twas Perak MCA branch chair-
man in 1971 but was never given
a chance to contest in the 1974
general election. .
In 1976, I was already deputy
" president but again was not given
aseatin the 1978 elections.

I only got a-chance to contest
when Gerakan members in the
Jalong constituency told the Ger-
akan candidate that he would lose

“if he contested:as the DAP candi-
date wasfoestrong.

I only knew-that I was contest-

“ing twe days before nomination
day~(Dr-Lim won the seat with a
152 majority). And yet, I had no
government position.

-~ When I became pre51dent in
1980, 1 was only a Perak exco
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member. I had a chief minister
(Penang), a minister, deputy min-
isters, -parliamentary secretary
and excos under me. [ was angry
butIhad to obey the party.

When I'wonin the 1982 general -
election, I again kept the exco post
and allowed the person who chal-

lenged me for the presidency in
1980 (Datuk Paul Leong) to fill the
ministerial post. i

And when Dr- Goh Cheng Teik
contested against me and lost in
1987, again I allowed him to keep

-his deputy minister’s post. In Ger-
~akan, there is no such thing as the
“winner takes all:

I have been challenged five

times — by Datuk Paul Leong, Tan

“Sri Michael Chen (1984), Dr Goh
Cheng Teik, Datuk Joseph Chong
(1996) and Kerk Choo Ting
(2005).

We may have had differences of
opinion, that is all right, but when
it comes to the party, there are no
two policies. We have to obey the
majority. -

{): Anyregrets?

A: None whatsoever. If given the
choice, I would want to go through
“everything again. ] thank the mem-
bers for electing me. I don’t know
“how I lasted. But I think it was
probably due to my principle of the
winner not taking everything.

Q: You seem to be nostalgic? \

A: Why should 1 be? | ami not leav-

ing the party. There is plenty more
-that needs tobe done. Thisis nota

perjuangan yang belum selesai (a

struggle that has yet to be com-

pleted). This is a perjuangan yang
 tidak boleh diselesaikan (a never-
-ending struggle).

Q: Close to 27 years as president
and five challenges. What do you
cherish most?

A: 1 must admit th vy

day

youmake decisions, 1§*€vouldsure-

- ly hurt someone. Blitd gannot for-
get the “Port Dickson_ Spirit” of

1980 after I won the presidency. . - -

Patuk Paul Leong, the other

contestant, had the support: of

‘then chlef Immster of Penang Lim




Chong Eu (now Tun), but I won.
Despite our -differences, we

stuck together.and put Gerakan’s

interests before anything else.

Q: Have you forgiven the MCA
leaders who sacked you in 1974?

A:Iwas sacked because I was iry-
ing to reform the party. Imustsay I
was successful because today the
MCA has full-time politicians. They
don’t mix business with politics.

Before I came into the scene, no
MCA ministers were visiting the
new villages or towns.

" Today, if you don’t know your
grassroots you can never surv1ve
in politics.

Before I was sacked, I wanted

“the party to hold seminars on is-
sues affecting the country, such as
the New Economic Policy. -

I felt we should have explained
the policies of the government to
the people so that they get the right
message. '

I cannot forget one quote by Tun
Dr Ismail Abdul Rahman (who was
then depuiy prime minister). He
said the MCA was a party which
tak mahu hidup, tak mahu mati
(neither wanting to live nor die).

(3: Do youhold any grudges?

A: Whether I have forgiven them
or notis not important. Whatisim-
portant is that the MCA is today a
much better party.

Q: What about your relationship -

with your challengers? -

A: Normal. Only two months‘ago, I
attended Dr Goh’s son’s wedding.

In fact, through my medical ex- -

perience, I told him to get himself
checked for a medical ailment he
_might be suffering from. T hope he
is getiing treatment for it.
As for Joseph Chong, I met him'
in Bangladesh some three years
ago. We are all friends.

Q: How did you get involved i in
politics?

A: :Ttall began whenIwas studying
medicine in Belfast. Malaya had
just obtained independence and
being a new and multiracial na-
tion, obviously there were many is-
sues that were being discussed.

When I returned and began my
practice in -Chemor, the people
who came to me for freatment
would also. pour -out their
grievances to me. Slowly, but sure-
ly, their problems became mine
and I became a politician.

{&; Did anyone in your family ob-
Ject to thls"

"A:Mydad,a sma]l -time tin miner,
did. He said if I was interested in
politics, I should have studied Po-
litical Science as it was cheaper.

When I was working in Chemor,
in 1969, thethén- Perak MCA

chairman, Patuk Yeoh Kian Teik,-

approachedme-to conteést the Ipoh
New Town'Pekdn Baru) seat.
I was pitted against D.R. Seeni-

vasagam, the opposition leader

_then. Although he died in a road
accident two. weeks- before the
elections, I still lost to the replace-
ment candidate.

But when I became minister in

1972, T knew my father was the -

proudest man in the country.

@: Have you favoured anyone m
Gerakan?

A: Never. In my years in politics,
the only person who was consid-
ered to be in my inmer circle was
Lim Ah Cheng. - - -

He left the MCA with me and:

used to travel with me for my ce-

ramah. -Being - close  to “me, he’

thought he could have a posmon in
theparty. ~ :

He -was always hoping to” be '

made an assemblyman and exco
memberin Perak; But Inever gave

dent, T have no objection.
Q: Why not?

A: Because it is not an easy job.--
You must have a big heart to ac-
cept the good and the bad."

You cannot make everyone hap-
py. The fact is, different people :
have different aspirations. . -~

It is not easy. You make a lot of,

'people unhappy. For example, I
changed more than 50 per cent of

the party’s candidates in the 2005
election. o
I just had to. People who had -

. been with me for over 30 years

him the opportunity as there were .-

others who were better than him.

In fact, in the 1986 general elec-.

‘We may have had
differences of
opinion, that is all
right, but when jt
comes tothe

_ party, there are”
no two pollaes
We have to obey
the majority.
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tion, Ah Cheng had printed posters

of himself as he thought I would al-

‘low him to contest the Changkat

Jering seat.
But he never got that chance. If
he was alive today, he would have
beenin hlS early 50s.

Your son, Lim Si Pin, has fol-
lowed in your footsteps and is to-
day députy Youth chief. Did you
have anythmg to dowith thls"

A My principle is not to help my

-own. He is deputy Youth chief to-
. day because that was what the

Youth wing wanted.

As a father, I never wanted h1m V

to delve lnto pohtms but as presi-

\

had to make way. And, eventually, ‘
Thaveto. -

This must have made a lot of
people unhappy. I had no:choice.
Gerakan had to have a proper suc-

cession system in place.

Q: would you want any posmon
inGerakan after youretire?

A1 donJ; I have already told
them. I don’t want any position
which could create uneasiness in -
the party leadership. But. I will
keep on working. T will sit on Ger-

- akan’s life ‘member,councﬂ.

Q: You served as pfim’ary indus-
tries minister for a long time.
Your blggest achlevemen‘t‘?

A:Twas happy whenI mariaged to
get the leaders of three countries
to. sign a pact-to control the pro-

‘duction and price of rubber.

T'had been trying to get them to

" do-this since 1989 but finally suc--

ceeded in. 2000 when (former

prime minister Tun) Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, former Thai Prime:
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra and
former Indonesian president Me-

+_gawati Sukarnoputn signed the

pact in Bali. ) .
As big rubber producers, we -
were always at the mercy of rub-

- ber consumers, with 75 per cent

being dommated by foreign tyre
producers. After having controlled
this, rubber prices have never ‘

: looked back

Q Youare 68 and still consider d /
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