DATUK Seri-S. Samy Vellu, fed

up of being blamed fortoll in-
creases, hinted yesterday that
.it-was the Economic Planning
_Unit (EPUY that ‘should be in
-thelineoffire. * - '

The Works minister said he -

would no longér -acceptdeci-
sions-on tolls without queés-
tioning the EPU “on every sin-
gle detail”. - ST

““It is time for new thinking
on this. I am' going to fight
them from now on- at -every
turn;” he said to thunderous
‘cheers from backbenchers.

and opposition members. . -y
.“Samy Vellu said the EPUwas

the  final - decision-maker on
“tolls and concessions and that
he had found himself at a dis-
advantage ‘each time:any an-
“nouncement on toll wasmade.
“My:rinistry is just a tool of

the EPU buitI cannot allow this -

anymore«Ewill question them
on every single detail,” Samy
Vellu told opposition leader
Lim Kit Siang. R

But‘Lim was not pleased

n Reeorts by ‘
V. Vasudevan,
Anis Ibrahim and
R.S. Kamini :

- with Samy'Vellu's reply; telling

him that he /should‘nbt be-an-
swering quéstions pertaining

".to-toll matters if he and his
ministry were “only the tools”.
. He said the prime minister, "
as the EPU head, should be

present to explain the matter.
The move was unusual for
Samy Vellu who has always
accepted  public - criticism
against his ministry on tolls.

_His outburst came after he~
- had answered a supplemen- -

tary question from Tan Lian

‘Hoe (BN-Bukit Gantang) who

asked if studies were done pri-. -

" or to the recent toll hike and
“ the rationale behindit. -

Samy Vellu replied that his,

Tinistry could not provide the -

- rational behind ‘the increase

as it did not getmuch informa-
tion on the costs involved. -
- “The EPU compiles the re-

port for the cabinet to approve

but it is my ministry that feels

the burden when people call

usheartless and stupid. .~

“I-am going to question and
check - jeverything  -including

whether the costs of construc-:
tion as claimed by the conces-- -

sionaires- are accurate;”. he

“said, adding: that every toll
- hike proposal would be. fully

reviewed:

" To a supplementary ques- -
“ tion by Datuk Kamarudin Jaf-

far (Pas-Tumpat), Samy Vellu
said the government had so

far paid RM2 hillion in com-

.pensation. to highway conces-.
R0 'tolliratfesf‘sv ] \
~high ¢ompared with countries
:like China, - Japan, Thailand.

AW

not very

and Indonesia.

- *If the government, doesn’t

care, we would not have both-

eredto ﬁght for the people.””
He added that the govern-

ment paid- between RM300

- million and RM500-million to

each concessionaire when toll
rates were restructured.
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