Keng Yaik wants to becom

KUALA LUMPUR: Refiring -

Gerakan president Datuk Seri
DrLim Keng Yaik is gomg hack
- toschool: . - -
He plans to take up law at
the “party’s Wawasan Open
University.

A medical doctor, the out- ‘
spoken 67-year-old politician
said he had always wa.nted to

be-alawyer. ~ :
“A’ doctor can- become a
lawyer; but a lawyer ¢annot

become a doctor,” he said to

laughter from Gerakanlead-

“ers at-“The Struggle for Party k

and People” pictorial exhibi-
tion' which- highlights. his Tole
and contribution to the party.

- The exhibition, which -is
open to ‘the public until Sun-

day, is a journey down memo-

ry lane for Dr Lim, showcasing
over - 1,000. pictures of " his
achlevements

and personal journeys..
Dr Lim said a law degree

would come in handy since he .

was always being sued.
“I'm-being: sued left, right
and centre, and I have to de-
pend on-lawyers. to fight for
me. I 'paid them through the
‘nosehut to. date Thaven’ tseen
‘asingle sen,” he said.
- . Hewas referring to two stits
- initiated by then DAP secre-
tary-general Lim Kit Siang
“and former Batu MP Datuk
Joseph Chong against him in
_the mid-90s.

Both the High Court and the
Court-of Appeal subsequently
dismissed their suits.,

Dr Lim also revealed that
Parti Keadilan Rakyat adviser
Anwar Ibrahim’s lawyers had
sent him a letter about a RM10
million defamation suit: -

- constituency .
work as” well-ashis political -

ea lawyer
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Gerakan deputy president Tan Sti Dr Koh Tsu Koon (right) and pre5|dent Datuk Sen Dr le Keng Yalk admmng the photos at -

’The Struggle for Party and People’ pfctorlal exhlbltlon yesterday

" “Sge, if Im legally trairied
.and qualify as a lawyer, I.can
represent myself... Noneed to .

deal with lawyers or pay for

- one,” he sa.ld and added that". -

everyone wanted to sue’ hlm
- because of his “big mouth’
Tapah-born Dr Lim will re-
tire as president tomorrow af-
ter 26 years and seven
months, handing over the
reins to his deputy, Tan Sri Dr

Koh Tsu Koon. -

He said the public only knew
about his jovial personality,
but he also had an emotional
side. He said he chose April 8
toretire because it coincided

-with his birthday and he want-:

ed the handover of the presi-

dency to be a happy occasion.

‘Referring to his favourite
song by Engelbert. Humper-
dinck, Dr Lim

quipped: “Tve

" sang Please Release Me for
sevenlong years, only now they -
- are completely releasing me.”

Saying -that it had been a

-long journey, he said he had

noregrets and given a chance,
he would do it all over again.

Heisrelieved heisleaving at

a time when the partyis united
and expressed confidence that
all members will give -their
fullest support 1o Dr Koh.

.

Dr Koh descrlbed Dr le as
a “unique- person, one.of a

kind, mou tak teng (best of the

best)”. \
Vlce-pre51dent Datuk Dr S

Vijayaratnam said: “He also

has a big heart and he carries
no . hard -feelings.” But if he

- doesn’t look at you in the-eyes

and answers in monosyllables,
you better shut up and get
out,”hesaid. '
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