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_PUTRAJAYA: Underlining its
seriotisness - in - wanting

greater unity, the government -

yesterday ordered school -ad-

ministrators to speed up inte~
gration-related programmes.

" Deputy Education ‘Minister
Datik Hon Choon Kim warned
that the government would

not brook any excuses, espe-

‘cially since it had allocated
RM25.8 million for- the Stu-
dents Integration Plan for Uni-
ty(Rimup). - -

The government wants to
¢create an-environment-where
primary and secondary stu-

dents mix freely ‘and learn
about each ‘other’s cultuwres

and customs. .

" Inthe past, excuses were ac-

cepted ‘because-there. were

“claims of insufficient funding
" for suchprbgrannnes:But no -

more, Honsaid. *"> .

There is a perception that
racial divisions are widening.
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Ab-

“other leaders have been urg-

‘ing people to think Malaysian. - 3

The Rimup programme is
another measure to sirength-.
en the commeonalities between -

theraces., -

"+ Hon said the Rimup - pro- -

gramme  aimed  at bringing
 students closer at various lev-
els, - -including = ~academic,
games and sports, co-curricu-

‘dullah - Ahmad  Badawi ‘and -

“ Tt was revived in .Iuly 2003}
- with participation from 1,387 -,

lar ‘activities, community ser- .
vite and activities to instil pa--

there, we will not accept any -

" Rimup involves national and ‘
excuse. Headmasters, teach-:

‘vernacular schools situated

“close to-each other getting to--
gether. toorganise activities.
“that allow students of different- -

‘races fomix.,

"It was initiated in 1986 by -
. Abdullah when he was éftiicas

‘tion minister but it dit
‘take off due to “logistical
culties™, " :

primary -and 540 secondary

*-schools. SRR
-“Although “in “some “places,

the MPs were helping oui in

. terms-of financial resources;
“some schools said they. could
not ' run - integration - pro=

grammes because they did not
have the money. "

~“Now. that the aﬂpca[:,ion s

ers, parent-teacher associa-

“tions, state assemblymen, so-
ciety and students themselves -

must ‘help to. promote pro-
grammes underRimup.” -
. Sp

p Comniittee meeting at

istrybfficials and RM8.4 mil-

lion would ge towards the im-
" plementation of the newly de-

signed e-integration project. -
“Under “e-integration; stu-

- dents frem different ‘schools
‘can interact online with each

other. -~ - v
- “In"areas whete we cannot
group. them together, we will

put them under this' (e-inte-

eaking “after chairing a

Hon said about RM2.4
~would be spent train-
38 teachers and min-

gration). "~ . -
““We want -them t0- know

‘each -other and learn about

other people’s “cultures and
customs. This way, . we hope
our children canintegrate bet-
ter for continued peace and
stability.” © o T T

~ Hon said at the prlma.ry
school”  level,” 1,387 such

groups had been formed while”
morethan' 4,400 schools

“would.be running Rimup pro-

grammes on their own. -

“”He said 540 groups of sec- -

ondary schools had been cre-

ated while the pumber of

schools which would run their
own Rimup programmes was

- closet0900:

“We:want all schools in the

‘country  to participate.. The -
programmes they hold must

help achieve the objective_of
promoting integration among
the schoolchildren.” -

- Hon said the comnmittee yés-

* terday decided that two major
programmes be held to fur-

ther promote . Rimup in con-

junction - with --the - country's
“50thIndependenceday. - -

“An assembly of leaders and
students will be held for five
days in. August in Perak, while

_an integration camp for pri-
‘mary schéol children will be,

heldin JohbgipJune.” -

Hon said Rimup committees -

" had been formed Affchool and

district levels, and these were

: required to subiit reports on -
the progress of - the .pro-
-grammes from time to time.
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